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00 Introduction 

Authorship:

Besides the direct statement in ‘Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ’. The author claims to have been an eyewitness of the sufferings of Christ (5:1). Which gives added meaning to 1 Peter 2:23, when we realize that the author personally beheld the events described in that verse. In addition, besides being an Apostle this writer was also an elder (5:1), therefore a man who was married and had believing children (1 Timothy 3:1-4). Matthew and Paul, both record Peter as being married (Matthew 8:14-15; 1 Corinthians 9:5). 

Evidence can also be gained by looking at Second Peter: a. Second Peter claims to be a second letter ( ‘This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you’). b. The author of Second Peter witnessed the transfiguration (1:17-18), which only Peter, James and John beheld (Matthew 17:1-4). 

‘The earliest definite citation of 1 Peter outside the New Testament is found in Polycarp (died AD 155), Epistle to the Philippians. Polycarp quotes 1 Peter several times..The first extant writing which quotes Peter by name is Irenaeus, Against Heresies (AD 182-188): “Peter says in his epistle: ‘Whom, not seeing, you love; in whom, though now you see him not, you have believed, you shall rejoice with joy unspeakable’ (cf. 1 Peter 1:8).’ [Note: 1 Peter, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries, Wayne Grudem, pp. 22-23] 

Valuable lessons can be learned from the life of Peter: 1. He was a man from a blue collar background, who was interested in spiritual things (Luke 5:10). So much for the idea that Christianity is just for women, children and effeminate men. 2. His Hebrew name was Simon or Symeon (John 1:41; Acts 15:14), which means ‘God has heard’. Jesus gave Him the name ‘Peter’ (Greek), which means ‘a rock or stone’. He is also called ‘Cephas’, which is Aramaic (John 1:42; 1 Corinthians 15:5) and is the equivalent of ‘Peter’. His father was named ‘John’ (John 1:42) or ‘Jonas’ (Matthew 16:17), and his brother was Andrew (John 1:40). 

The theme of First Peter is suffering and Peter, even previous to his death had endured his share of suffering. In addition, Peter is a great example of how to recover from failure and how to handle humiliation. Peter found himself rebuked by Jesus, and called ‘Satan’ (Matthew 16:23). Guilty of denying the Lord three times, after promising complete loyalty to the very end (Matthew 26:35; Matthew 26:69-75). Being called on the carpet by the Jewish Christians in Jerusalem after having baptized the first Gentile converts (Acts 11:2). And being rebuke by Paul, after finding himself caught up in playing the role of a hypocrite (Galatians 2:11-13). This is truly a man with which we can identify! And yet, this man never gave up. He didn’t become resentful, he didn’t complain that the Church had failed him, he didn’t wallow in self-pity, he didn’t assume a false humility, ‘Why do I even try, I guess you are right-I am no good, I’m just not cut out to live the Christian life, no matter how hard I try---I will still end up lost.’

And how many of us try to excuse ourselves due to some negative personality trait? Are we tempted to feel that something in our genes makes it more difficult for us to live the Christian life---than the next person? In Peter we see the great lesson that genetics is a neutral factor. A personality trait can neither be a help or hindrance. The trait isn’t the issue, it’s how we use the trait. Concerning Peter, the ISBE states, “He was hopeful, bold, confident, courageous, frank, impulsive, energetic, vigorous, strong…It is true that he was liable to change and inconsistency, and because of his peculiar temperament he sometimes appeared forward and rash (Matthew 16:22; Luke 8:45; Luke 9:33)..’ (p. 2349) The same outspokenness which landed Peter in trouble, is the same quality which could also glorify God (Matthew 16:16-17). Peter’s questions allowed Jesus to give us tremendous teaching on needed subjects (Matthew 17:4; Matthew 18:21; Matthew 19:27). One of the most impressive things about Peter is his sincere repentance when he sinned (Matthew 26:74). God can use imperfect people. And please note that my sins won’t destroy the Church-so long as I sincerely repent when I do sin.
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‘Peter, to comfort the brethren, put them in mind of the glories of that inheritance of which they were the heirs, by thanking God for giving them the certain hope of a new life after death, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, v. 3, in order that they may be capable of enjoying that incorruptible, undefiled, and unfading inheritance, which was preserved in heaven for them…This, he said, might be a matter of great joy to them, though they presently suffered persecution. Then, to reconcile them to their sufferings, he suggested various powerful persuasives: that their sufferings would soon be over; that the sufferings were necessary to test, refine, and improve their faith; that their tested and proven faith would be of greater value to themselves and to the world than the finest gold….And to show the greatness and certainty of this salvation, he observed that it had been foretold and searched into by the prophets…and that the very angels desired to look attentively into these things, vv. 10,11,12’ [Note: Bible Study Textbook Series, 1 and 2 Peter, Bruce Oberst, p. 40] 
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Verse 1
1 Peter 1:1 ‘Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen’

“Peter”-The Greek form of the Aramaic, “Cephas”. Most say that the name Peter means a stone, or a large, but detached fragment of rock. Thayer defines it as ‘a stone, a ledge, or cliff’ (p. 507). The reader should note that there is a difference in the meanings between ‘rock’ and ‘Peter’ in Matthew 16:18. The word ‘rock’ means a massive rock, the name ‘Peter’ means a large, but detached stone. The ‘rock’ which the Church was founded upon is the truth that Jesus is the Son of God (Matthew 16:16). Jesus had given Simon the name Peter, probably indicating Peter’s character, ‘hard, staunch, unyielding, rock-like’ (Oberst p. 41)

“Apostle of Jesus Christ”-‘..simply “an” apostle, not the prince of the apostles, he claims no superiority over the rest.’ [Note: Pulpit Commentary, 1 Peter, p. 1] An apostle among other apostles. ‘He is one of the twelve, not the one above the other eleven.’ [Note: Truth Commentaries, 1 Peter, Clinton D. Hamilton, p. 3] 

POINTS TO NOTE: 1. There is no support for the Roman Catholic concept that Peter was the head apostle or a universal head over the entire Church. In fact, in this very letter he describes himself as an elder, among fellow elders (). Jesus had made it clear that all the apostles were equal (Matthew 23:8-11). 2. The word “apostle” means, ‘lit., one sent forth’ (Vine p. 63). The apostles were ambassadors (2 Corinthians 5:20) sent forth by Jesus Himself (John 13:20; Matthew 10:40; Luke 10:16). To reject an apostle was to reject Jesus. For the apostles spoke the words of Jesus (1 Corinthians 14:37). ‘The letter is to be seen, not as the pious opinions of a well-wishing friend, but as the authoritative word of one who speaks for the Lord.’ [Note: The New International Commentary On The New Testament, 1 Peter, Peter H. Davids, p. 46] 3. We need to impress upon our religious neighbors, especially those involved in groups which claim to be lead by inspired men or modern day apostles. That such a claim isn’t innocent. To claim to speak for God, when the opposite is truth is to be a false prophet, which draws from God severe condemnation (Galatians 1:6-9; 2 Peter 2:1 ff). And those who follow such people end up equally condemned. Your soul is at stake here. Who cares if a group offers you and your family all sorts of activities, who cares if they have lots to do for your teenagers, who cares if other friendly people have joined---if such a group is only following a false prophet to eternal woe. Stress to your friends that in joining such a group means that they are willing to stake their whole eternal destiny on the fact that a certain man or group of men are really speaking for God. Isn’t a test in order? Shouldn’t such men be required to prove their claims? (Revelation 2:2). A real apostle could work miracles (2 Corinthians 12:12).

“reside as aliens”-a sojourner, an exile. ‘Sojourning in a strange place, away from one’s own people.’ (Vine, ‘Pilgrim’ p. 183) ‘stranger, exile, resident alien-of the Christians, who are not at home in this world.’ (Arndt p. 625) (Hebrews 11:13; 1 Peter 2:11)

“scattered”-DIASPORA-a word which means scattering or dispersion. It had been the word used to refer to the Jewish population scattered outside of Palestine among the Gentiles (John 7:35). In view of the statements in the letter which strongly suggest congregations largely composed of Christians from a Gentile background (2:10; 3:6 ‘become’), the expression refers to Christians scattered among unbelievers. In reference to this world, Christians are sojourners, for our citizenship is in heaven (Philippians 3:20), and we often find ourselves ‘scattered’ and surrounded by non-Christians (Acts 8:4). Macknight suggests that the words might mean, ‘that they lived at a distance from each other in the widely extended regions mentioned in the inscription; and that they were few in number, compared with the idolaters and unbelievers among whom they lived.’ (p. 606)

POINT TO NOTE: The word ‘aliens/sojourners/pilgrim’ suggests a great truth of which it is too easy to forget. The world, this society is not our home. Therefore, Christians don’t have to feel that they are pressured to take advantage of every pleasure in this life, lest they miss out. We just want to get home! Heaven is what we don’t want to miss out on (1 Peter 1:4; Romans 8:18). We always need to double check on a daily basis that our heart is tethered to heaven, and not to the things of this world (Matthew 6:19-21; Colossians 3:1-3). This also tells us that the Christian should never be ruled by the fads, views, language or fashions of this world. It is God who has truly liberated us from the ‘rat-race’.

“Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia’-See introductory material. Pontus included such cities as Nicomedia and Nicaea or Nice. The latter city was the site of the First Nicene Council of 325 A.D. In 111-112 A.D., the Roman Pliny the Younger became governor of Bithynia, and immediately complained of the Christians in his province-one of the earliest secular references to Christianity. Bithynia was also the traditional southern border between Europe and Asia. Asia would have included the cities Ephesus, Colossae, and Troas, and the Seven Churches mentioned in Revelation chapters 2-3.

“who are chosen”-‘lit., signifies picked out, chosen’ (Vine p. 21). Please note that the verse asserts that Christians are ‘chosen or elect’, but it doesn’t tell us ‘how’ or the means of this selection.

POINTS TO NOTE: 1. Augustine, Martin Luther and John Calvin all held a doctrine of unconditional election, in which the choice is sovereign and in no way dependent upon anything in man. That is, before the foundation of the world, God chose who would be saved and who would be lost. This choice had nothing to do with the choices that such individuals would make. In addition, this two groups are fixed in precise number. 2. But the above theory contradicts many biblical truths: A. The Scriptures teach that salvation is conditional (Matthew 7:21; Acts 17:30; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9; Romans 2:6-11). B. ‘All invitations, promises, warnings, threatenings and admonitions to faithfulness in the Word of God become meaningless and without significance.’ [Note: Peter, John and Jude, Guy N. Woods, p. 22] D. It makes God a respector of persons (Acts 10:34-35). E. It makes God His own worst enemy, i.e. God wants all saved (2 Peter 3:9), yet He has already limited the precise number whom are saved and those who can’t be saved. F. It makes many passages in this letter to follow completely meaningless, like 1:17 or 2:10. How could one predestined to salvation have never been one of God’s people??

The truth is that God calls everyone through the gospel (2 Thessalonians 2:14; Mark 16:15), this was God’s eternal plan (1 Peter 1:2). Those who accept the call become one of the chosen (Matthew 22:14; 1 Peter 2:7-9), those who reject this offer exclude themselves from being the chosen people (Romans 11:5; Romans 11:20; Romans 11:23). In addition, one can cease to be one of the elect due to their own unfaithfulness. Therefore Peter exhorts us to make this calling and election “sure” (2 Peter 1:10).

Verse 2
1 Peter 1:2 ‘according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, that you may obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in fullest measure’

“according to the foreknowledge of God”-the previous determination or purpose, pre-arrangement. 

POINTS TO NOTE: 1. Sadly, many religious people have been mislead by the Calvinistic concept that the ability to know the future automatically means determining the future. Which of course isn’t true. ‘The whole theory supposes that when God foreknows a matter, the person or persons involved within the sphere of His preknowledge necessarily lose their freedom of choice.’ (Oberst p. 47) The death of Jesus was pre-determined (Acts 2:23), but Jesus still had freewill (John 10:17-18). In addition, the future can be changed by how we behave ourselves today (Jeremiah 18:7 ff; Jonah 3:9-10). 2. God didn’t predetermine the salvation of specific individuals, rather, He predetermined that salvation would be found in Jesus Christ (Ephesians 1:4-5), Jesus would die for the sins of the world (1 Peter 1:20), the gospel would be the message which would be used to call men, the rules or type of character expected of those who accept this call, and the relationship they would enter into, i.e. the church (Ephesians 3:10-11). Thus, the Father designed the plan whereby we could be saved.

“by the sanctifying work of the Spirit”-the word ‘sanctifying’ means: ‘consecration, purification, the state of being made holy’. This isn’t something that is performed mysteriously or against our will. Rather, Jesus made it clear that the medium which the Holy Spirit uses to bring men and women to a state of purity is the Word of God (John 17:17; 2 Thessalonians 2:13; Ephesians 5:26). 1. The Word of God reveals the conditions for gaining salvation. 2. The Word of God also reveals what needs to be discarded and added to one’s life so that purity can be maintained (Colossians 3:5 ff). Thus people who repent of sinful lifestyles and become Christians are said to be ‘saints’ (1 Corinthians 1:2), i.e. consecrated ones, those set apart for God. 

We must reject the idea that soon after one becomes a Christian or in the process of becoming a Christian, the Holy Spirit miraculously comes upon the believer and removes ever desire to sin. The rest of this letter would have been unnecessary if such were the case. See also 1 John 1:8-10; 1 John 2:1-3.

“that you may obey Jesus Christ”-Notice that the Holy Spirit doesn’t lead a person to make up their own rules for how to become a Christian. The person who is impressed with the Gospel message is prepared to do whatever Jesus commands, including baptism (Mark 16:16). The intended design of the Father’s plan is to bring man to a point of obedience to the will of His Son. POINTS TO NOTE: 1. ‘May’-the language of freewill. 2. ‘Obey’-man does have a role to play in his own salvation. 3. ‘Jesus Christ’-God doesn’t recognize as valid--- obedience to any other religious figure (John 14:6). 4. Obedience is part of the “election” process, which definitely contradicts the fundamental idea of Calvinistic Predestination. There is something which a man must ‘do’ to be saved (Acts 2:37-38; 9:6=22:16; 16:30; 1 Peter 1:22 ‘Seeing ye have purified your souls in your obedience to the truth.’)

“and be sprinkled with His blood”-Notice that the verse doesn’t say, ‘sprinkled in baptism’, for baptism is immersion (Romans 6:4). POINTS TO NOTE: 1. Not until one obeys Jesus are they sprinkled with His blood. This places some obedience upon the part of man as necessary to be saved. It is in baptism that one comes into contact with the benefits of Jesus’ blood (Compare Matthew 26:28=Acts 2:38). 2. The word ‘sprinkled’ is used because in the O.T. blood was sprinkled to make atonement (Hebrews 9:19; Exodus 24:8). 3. Notice in these verses how the entire Godhead is involved in our salvation (Father, Holy Spirit, Jesus Christ).

“May grace and peace be yours in fullest measure”-‘in ever greater measure’ (Arndt p. 669). POINTS TO NOTE: 1. This fullness of grace doesn’t give us the right to become careless and neither does it absolve us from our personal responsibilities (the rest of the letter). 2. Peace would include peace with God, peace with others, especially brethren, and peace with ourselves. It is sad to see many Christians not having peace in their relationship with God. Peter hopes that Christians could find peace in serving God, in allowing Him to rule their lives, in submitting to His will.

Thanksgiving For Our Great Salvation:

‘As the recipients of the apostle’s letter were in the midst of great sufferings and persecution, Peter, to comfort the brethren, put them in mind of the glories of that inheritance of which they were the heirs, by thanking God for giving them the certain hope of a new life after death..’(Oberst p. 39)

Verse 3
1 Peter 1:3 ‘Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead’

“Blessed”-This word means “praised, honored or well spoken of “(Vincent p. 629). It is from the same root from which we derive the words ‘eulogize’ or ‘eulogy’. God is so worthy of praise that He is at times simply called ‘the Blessed’ (Mark 14:61). This word reminds me of a shortcoming which I see in myself and others. We don’t ‘talk up’ God enough among others. It seems that we want to be the object of praise, rather than letting God get the praise. And it seems that we want to spend our time complaining -rather than praising God for the rich blessings which we do presently have, and the wonderful life to come.

“God and Father”-Not just any ‘god’ is blessed. Rather, it is the God how has revealed Himself as the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Notice, God hasn’t revealed Himself as a female deity. 

“of our Lord Jesus Christ”-When the Bible addresses Jesus as “Lord”, we need to remember that such is a title for Deity. The New Testament ‘Lord’ is the equivalent of the O.T. Jehovah or Yahweh. W.E. Vine observes, ‘Jehovah of Hosts, Him shall ye sanctify’ (Isaiah 8:13), becomes ‘sanctify in your hearts Christ as Lord’ (1 Peter 3:15). (‘Lord’ p. 17). Note, there is only one Lord (Ephesians 4:5), which leaves no room for Mohammed, Buddha, etc..

“according to His great mercy”-the word ‘great’ means ‘much, great, strong, intense, large’. God’s mercy is called great because: It extends to all who desire it (Titus 2:11). It can forgive any sin of which one is willing to repent (Luke 17:3-4). It can forgive an unlimited number of times-as long as sincere repentance is present. It takes one from being lost, and elevates them to the status of a child of God (Ephesians 2:4-6). It has spared us from great suffering and eternal misery. It forgives the great evil associated with every sin. 

POINT TO NOTE: Many people erroneously think that the Bible is a severe book. Friend, the Bible is a demonstration of God’s mercy. No man deserves to be saved, all deserve to be lost (Romans 3:23). The fact that only one way exists to heaven-ISN’T STRICT, rather, it is an act of God’s mercy that there exists any way at all! It was the grace of God that allowed Jesus to suffer for us in the first place (Hebrews 2:9).

“has caused us to be born again”-The expression ‘born again’ means, ‘born anew”. The tense here refers to a definite point in time which these Christians were born again.

POINTS TO NOTE: 1. ‘Caused’: This expression is used because without the grace of God or the Word of God, no man or woman could be born again. 2. From other passages one is born again, when they hear the word of God, faith is produced in their heart and they obey God’s conditions for salvation, including baptism (1 Peter 1:23; James 1:18; 1 Corinthians 4:15; John 3:5; Titus 3:5; Romans 6:3-5). Peter’s point is that God is to be praised for our new life, without His mercy, we would have no hope.

“to a living hope”-(Romans 8:24-25). 1. The hope of the Christian is ‘living’, in contrast to the vain hopes of unbelievers. There is only one real hope (Ephesians 4:4). However attractive and alluring, all earthly hopes will fail. 2. It is also called ‘living’, because ‘Hope invigorates and spirits up the soul to action, to patience, to fortitude, and perseverance to the end.’ (Oberst p. 52) 3. ‘This hope is not a desperate holding-on to a faded dream, a dead hope, but a living one, founded on reality, for it is grounded in “the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead”…it is this reality which will enable the readers to face even death without fear, for death is not an end for the Christian, but a beginning.’ (Davids p. 52) 4. ‘Hope’-‘joyful, confident expectation’ (Thayer p. 205)

“through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead”-‘hope rose up with Christ from the dead’ (Robertson p. 81) (1 Corinthians 15:17). POINTS TO NOTE: 1. It is the resurrection that gives meaning to the crucifixion (1 Corinthians 15:1-4). 2. It gives meaning and validity to our baptism (Romans 6:4). The power that raised up Christ from the dead will raise us up to a new life (Colossians 2:12). 3. His resurrection is a guarantee of our resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:40; 1 Thessalonians 4:14). 4. The resurrection is also the proof that sin will be punished and the righteous will be rewarded, thus our own retaliation is unnecessary (Acts 17:31). 5. The reader should note that the resurrection is a very easy event to prove. Everyone admits, believer and unbeliever that on the first day of the week, the tomb was empty. Concerning what happened to the body of Jesus-only a limited number of choices are available: (a) The Jews stole the body-but why didn’t they ever produce it and stop Christianity dead in its tracks? (b) The Romans stole the body-again, why didn’t they produce it? © The disciples stole the body-the tomb was guarded (Matthew 27:62-66). (d) Jesus didn’t really die on the cross-but eyewitness testimony says otherwise (John 19:31-34). (e) Everyone went to the wrong tomb---but eyewitnesses had seen Jesus buried and this tomb was guarded.

“to obtain an inheritance”-Those born again () are God’s children, thus the heirs (Galatians 3:26-27; Romans 8:17). In other passages this inheritance is described as eternal life (1 John 2:25). The sad thing is that many people spend their lives frustrating and hindering God’s attempts to see that they get the chance to become an heir. Please note that God is trying to give everyone a fabulous future. (Acts 20:32; Colossians 3:24; Hebrews 9:15). Peter will now give us a detailed description of what heaven is like.

“imperishable”-‘not liable to corruption or decay’ (Thayer p. 88). Earthly inheritances eventually decay. Everything in this life eventually dies and wears out (Hebrews 1:10-12; 2 Corinthians 4:18). Heaven isn’t a rejuvenated earth, but an eternal home (2 Peter 3:10 ff). Heaven will not need repairs, heaven will not become like an old rich neighborhood, which through time becomes rundown. 

“undefiled”-‘unsoiled’ (Thayer p. 32), free from contamination. ‘Without defect or flaw’ (Robertson p. 82). (Revelation 21:27). ‘Our future estate will not provide temptations to the flesh, hatred, sensualities or crime-all of which so frequently accompany the acquisition of earthly estates.’ (Oberst p. 53) Nothing will spoil heaven. Corruption won’t enter in, there will be no trouble-makers there. And heaven won’t be like an exclusive club which is filled with all sorts of scandal. Everyone will simply be a child of God in heaven, no envy, jealousy, strife, etc…

“will not fade”-perennial. ‘because it will never wax old; and because its beauties will remain fresh through all eternity, and its pleasures will never become insipid by enjoyment.’ (Macknight p. 435). POINTS TO NOTE: 1. Unlike the wonderful things in this life, the wonder of heaven will never fade or wear off. Heaven will never become ‘usual’ or ordinary. We will never get so comfortable with heaven that its lustre begins to fade. 2. Throughout eternity, heaven will never lose its beauty, brightness, or shine. 3. This also infers that those in heaven will never fade. We will never grow old (Revelation 21:4). 3. Now how many people are desperately in this life trying to find eternal youth, beauty and something which never becomes dull or boring? Who says that the Bible is irrelevant for modern man?

“reserved in heaven for you”-POINTS TO NOTE: 1. This reward isn’t found in the earth, it is in heaven (Matthew 6:19-20; Colossians 1:5; Colossians 3:1-2). 2. This reward isn’t found in this life. Heaven isn’t found in material things or material goals. True and lasting happiness isn’t available in this life (Revelation 21:4). 3. All attempts to make heaven here and now will end in disappointment and failure. 4. This inheritance is real, it isn’t a mere wish or pipe dream. Our inheritance is already awaiting, it is already prepared! And you have complete control over whether you obtain that inheritance (1 Timothy 5:22; Jude 1:21; 2 Timothy 2:11-13).

Encouragement In Suffering:

‘Peter’s readers may have been anxious about whether they would have strength to remain faithful to Christ if persecution or suffering became more intense.’ [Note: Tyndale New Testament Commentaries, 1 Peter, Wayne Grudem, p. 58] 

Verse 5
1 Peter 1:5 “who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time’

“who are protected by the power of God through faith”-1. ‘Protected’-‘a military term, to keep under guard, as with a garrison.’ (Vine p. 183). 2. God’s power is seen in the fact that He monitors temptations that come our way, ensuring that we can handle whatever happens to our lives (1 Corinthians 10:13). His power is also manifested in the gospel message (Romans 1:16). Which reveals the nature and consequences of sin, exhorts us to faithfulness, provides great incentives for serving God, and offers us magnificent promises (1:4). As long as we stay within it’s teachings we are protected (2 John 1:9).

“through faith”-POINTS TO NOTE: 1. Man has a role to play in ending up saved or being protected. God provides the forgiveness, the incentives, the guidance, etc…but man must provide a trust which obeys God (Matthew 7:21-23). 2. This passages reveals how important is the faith of the individual. Hence anything which can strengthen our faith becomes a high priority, including worship services, bible studies, reading Scripture, praying, involved in spreading the gospel. 3. We also must reject and oppose any attempt to undermine the faith of the Christian, including attacks upon the integrity of the Scriptures, the need to believe the right doctrines, etc.. (See also: Romans 10:17; 1 John 5:4; Hebrews 10:39; Ephesians 6:16). 4. God has never promised to ‘guard’ the disobedient, distrustful, or skeptical. God doesn’t guard people against their will or against what they want to believe or in what they desire to place their trust and confidence.

“for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time”-1. This is the salvation or deliverance mentioned in . 2. There is a sense in which salvation is still future for the Christian. This reveals the conditional nature of our salvation. Once-saved-always-saved would contend that salvation is unconditional and is something which the Christian always and presently has. 3. Heaven is ready. Jesus isn’t delaying His return because God isn’t ready yet, but rather, He is giving mankind time to repent (2 Peter 3:9). 4. The ‘last time’ refers to the last day (John 6:39-40; John 6:44; John 6:54; John 12:48). 4. Note that deliverance for the Christian happens at the last time. Deliverance doesn’t happen 1000 years before the last day. All Christians aren’t rewarded long before the last day arrives.

Joy In The Midst Of Affliction:

Verse 6
1 Peter 1:6 ‘In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials’

“In this you greatly rejoice”-Not only their trials, but in all that has been said (). In the fact that they have been born again, the living hope they possess, their inheritance and their protection. “Greatly rejoice”-overjoyed, to leap for joy (Matthew 5:12; 1 Peter 1:8; 1 Peter 4:13).

“even though now for a little while, if necessary”-Compared to eternity, earthly suffering is only for a little while (Romans 8:18; 2 Corinthians 4:17; 1 Peter 5:10; Hebrews 11:25). The expression “if necessary”, means that God isn’t cruel, He doesn’t like to see people suffer. Rather, when suffering comes, it’s not simply a toss of the dice, or some arbitrary event, rather it is happening because the freewill of others is being respected, etc…

“distressed by various trials”-‘Distressed’-cause pain, grief, make sorrowful. Notice: Suffering does hurt! God doesn’t have the Christian ‘pretend’ that suffering isn’t happening. Neither does God argue that suffering is simply an illusion. Peter certainly wasn’t a Christian Scientist. He believed that when trials happen, people are distressed. The word ‘various’ suggests that suffering come in many forms, i.e. verbal attacks, physical abuse, hunger, loss of employment, becoming a social outcast, being shunned by family members, etc..

Verse 7
1 Peter 1:7 ‘that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ’

“that”-Such trials can be used for a good end. The Christian must reject the idea that a certain trial is completely useless or that no good can come from a hardship. (Psalms 119:71; Romans 5:3-5; James 1:2-4).

“proof of your faith”-In the word “proof” lies the idea of proving or testing a thing to see if it be worthy to be received or not. ‘As the assayer takes the gold ore and runs a test on it to determine the quality and quantity of the precious metal, so the trials through which the saints were passing constituted a crucible which tested their faith and reveals its true character..’ (Woods p. 30) ‘genuine, without alloy, the genuineness of your faith’ (Arndt p. 203). The “proof” of one’s faith-were the results of passing through trial-i.e. what was really left after a person passed through this trial. Hardship and suffering has a testing quality: It will determine whether your faith is genuine or all-talk. And this is good. Better to fall on your face now-then be exposed at the judgment day, with no time left to change. Suffering also has a refining quality: Priorities all of a sudden become very clear and well organized (Matthew 6:33). What doesn’t really matter is cast aside. Peter had found his faith ‘proven’ on numerous occasions.

“being more precious than gold which is perishable”-1. Even Christians need to be reminded that ‘gold’ isn’t the ultimate protection. Gold will be worthless at the judgment day. 2. A faith which has come through trial, still intact, is worth more than all the gold in the world. If you have a faith that cannot be shaken-then you are one of the wealthiest individuals in the world!

“even though tested by fire”-Possibly two ideas here: 1. A proven faith is more valuable than even refined gold. 2. A genuine faith is more valuable than gold, even though the path to such a faith includes enduring some fiery trials ()

“may be found to result in”-If suffering can be used to refine my faith, if suffering can used like a refining fire which can presently assess the true condition of my conviction and trust in God, then suffering is something to rejoice about! Sadly, even some Christians have made it their goal to avoid any kind of suffering or personal discomfort at all cost. ‘I want to be comfortable’ is the motto for too many. People don’t end up saved by accident. It is an approved faith which results in eternal life. Which infers that some professed believers may fail the test (2 Corinthians 13:5). In addition, we need to be very careful about envying the person who has every comfort this life can afford and who goes through life seemingly untouched by hardship. One is at a disadvantage if they have never been tested. Or, if they have avoided all the tests made available to them.

“praise and glory and honor”-‘Praise’-commendation, approval, recognition (Matthew 25:21 ‘Well done, good and faithful servant’). ‘Glory’-a condition or state of glory, including a glorious resurrected body (1 Corinthians 15:43; Philippians 3:21). “Honor”-(Romans 2:7). Be impressed that God wants to bestow such things upon us. God isn’t against us, rather, God is hoping that we will make the right and noble choices. God wants to share heavenly glory with us (Revelation 3:21). Unfortunately, many people in our time are wanting to sacrifice real and eternal self-esteem, for a temporary, meaningless, and often falsely acquired sense of self worth. Let it be noted that praise isn’t given to the person who quit or gave up. 

“at the revelation of Jesus Christ”-i.e. when Jesus comes again (; 2 Thessalonians 1:7; Romans 2:5). Thus the Christian should never stand in dread of the Second Coming, but eagerly await its fulfillment (1 John 3:1-3). The world may ridicule or ignore the Christian. The world may even view the Christian as involved in a very unimportant and meaningless endeavor. But never despair, the only praise that matters, for it is the only praise which is lasting and 100% true, is the praise that will come from God. For the faithful Christian, the return of Christ means praise, honor and glory. If you are looking for a good sense of self worth-it doesn’t get any better than this.

Verse 8
1 Peter 1:8 ‘and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory’

“you have not seen Him”-They were in the same situation, in which we find ourselves. Neither have we ever ‘seen’ Jesus. But seeing Jesus isn’t a condition for a strong faith (John 20:29 ‘Blessed are they who did not see, and yet believed.’). Carefully note that Jesus had never ‘appeared’ to these suffering Christians. No vision or miraculous appearance had come their way. And neither had they heard His voice in the stillness of the night. This infers that God feels plenty of evidence to believe in Jesus exists without ever having seen Him (John 20:30-31).

“you love Him”-But the only way they could ‘love Him’, is to be impressed with what the Word of God said about Him. This demands that the description of Jesus in the New Testament is an accurate description of His nature. How understandable, plain and accurate is the New Testament? Answer: Simply by reading it a person can fall in love with God, even when they have never personally heard or seen Him. And let us remember that love for Jesus is never left at a vague emotion, rather, if you love Him, you will obey Him (John 14:15).

“do not see Him now”-Even suffering couldn’t diminish their love for Him. Note: God has never promised that when things are really hard, He will miraculously appear and give us extra strength to endure. 

“but believe in Him”-In this context, ‘believe in Him’ includes remaining faithful regardless of the circumstances. Situation Ethics missed the boat. The greatest ethical standard is not a vague and undefined ‘love’. But rather, a very specific love, i.e. love for God (Matthew 22:37).

“greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible”-‘Inexpressible’-‘to which words are inadequate’ (Thayer p. 44). ‘denotes unable to be told out’ (Vine p. 175); ‘joy too great for words’ (NEB). POINTS TO NOTE: 1. Joy for the Christian is not all in the future. This great rejoicing is supposed to be present in our relationship with God now! 2. When was the last time you were so thrilled with your relationship with God that words were inadequate? 3. To have such joy-doesn’t this demand that the Christian can know for certainty that they are on the right path? 4. One writer suggested that maybe this is one reason that God wants us to sing. Singing often is an outlet for joy which seems inexpressible (James 5:13; Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16). 5. Something is clearly wrong if our Christianity makes us mean or unhappy.

“full of glory”-‘make glorious, adorn with lustre, clothe in splendor’ (Thayer p. 157). POINTS TO NOTE: 1. A joy that should surpass every other joy. Does our relationship with God bring us more joy than our earthly relationships, than material possessions, than earthly rewards or accomplishments? 2. Glory: Very few people find ‘glory’ in this life. But every Christian has found glory! The fact that I know eternal truth, I have access to all the right answers to the hard questions. I am a son of the Creator. I know the Creator by name and He knows me. I am a soldier in the greatest, noblest and most glorious battle that will ever be fought in this universe.

Verse 9
1 Peter 1:9 ‘Obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls’

“Obtaining”-Which infers that salvation is conditional. The word “obtaining” is often used to denote the rewards given at the judgment (2 Corinthians 5:10; Ephesians 6:8; 1 Peter 5:4).

“outcome”-In the context the ‘faith’ which results in salvation, is a faith that endures regardless of the circumstances.

“the salvation of your souls”-1. Obviously, man is more than just a body (Matthew 10:28). 2. What needs saving-isn’t the body, but the soul! 3. There is something that we need saving from, i.e. hell is a reality. 4. Again, Calvinism finds itself contradicting about every word in the passage. If people are predestined for salvation, then there is nothing to be obtained. How could I obtain something which I always had? Faith isn’t necessary, for man doesn’t play a role in his own salvation. And salvation isn’t future, rather the saved have never been lost. 

Prophets and Amazed at the glory of your salvation: 

‘The purpose of this paragraph is to show Peter’s readers that the spiritual blessings they now have are greater than anything that as envisaged by Old Testament prophets or even by angels. Thus Peter seeks to increase his readers’ appreciation for their great salvation in Christ.’ (Grudem p. 67)

Verse 10
1 Peter 1:10 ‘As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you made careful search and inquiry’

“As to this salvation”-This salvation promised to the Christian.

“who prophesied of the grace that would come”-God’s favor which would be manifested in Jesus Christ (John 1:17). This infers that passages in the Old Testament mention this grace, i.e. Jeremiah 31:34.

“made careful search and inquiry”-‘Careful search’-‘search out, search anxiously and diligently’ (Thayer p. 222). POINTS TO NOTE: 1. The prophets had a definite interest in the messages being communicated through them. They had questions, they wanted to know more. 2. This verse is a great text concerning the inspiration of the Old Testament. Obviously, if the prophets had questions about what they said, they weren’t the original authors of what they spoke. Therefore, we must reject any attempt to make the Old Testament into a book filled with human wisdom or the best thinking of that time. The prophets studied their own writings! And the messages from other prophets (Daniel 7:16; Daniel 9:2). The prophets were subject to their own writings. And apart from the Word of God, a prophet or an apostle was without guidance just like any other man (Proverbs 16:25). Inspired men were not individuals who had a natural or self-caused insight into spiritual truths, rather, they were simply men which God spoke through (Ephesians 3:3-5).

Verse 11
1 Peter 1:11 ‘seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow’

“seeking to know”-Apart from God’s revelation, they were just as ignorant as any other man concerning spiritual truth and the future. No man is born with a greater natural ability to penetrate the future or discover spiritual truth on his own than others. Every man is blind on his own (Jeremiah 10:23). ****’The men used necessarily as instruments of revelation were not given with the revelation any assistance in understanding it, any more than are we who read the revelation…Inspired men had no advantage over any one in understanding the revelation. Each had to use his own mind and the language of the revelation to understand it.’ (Hamilton p. 30)

“what person”-others translate this ‘what time’. The Greek expression simply means ‘what’. Thus the verse literally reads, ‘what or what time’. Besides wondering about the ‘specific’ time when these things would happen. They could also have been asking, ‘what person is under consideration?’ (Acts 8:34) Or, who will receive these blessings? 

“or time”-Would these things be fulfilled in their own times?

“the Spirit of Christ”-Two views: 1. The pre-existent Jesus spoke directly through the prophets and predicted His own sufferings (1 Peter 3:18-19). 2. The Holy Spirit is here called the ‘Spirit of Christ’, because He spoke of the sufferings of Christ, spoke on behalf of Christ. Seeing that the Godhead is perfectly united (John 10:30), we would have to concede that what one member speaks all speak or endorse. 3. From 2 Peter 1:21, if appears that even before Jesus came to this earth, the Holy Spirit was acting in the role as a messenger from ‘God’ (Father/Son) to inspired men. Thus it is not unreasonable to say that the Holy Spirit was speaking on behalf of Christ, or taking the things of Christ and giving them to men (John 16:14-15). 4. The ‘He’ in the next statement would favor the view that the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Christ in this passage.

“within them”-The messages they spoke did not originate as products of their own thinking (2 Peter 1:20-21).

“predicted the sufferings of Christ”-POINTS TO NOTE: 1. The Jewish people had plenty of warning that the Messiah would suffer. The suffering and death of Jesus was clearly predicted in the writings of the prophets (Isaiah 53:1-12; Psalms 22:1-31; Psalms 69:1-36, etc..). The death of Jesus wasn’t an accident or ‘plan B’ (Acts 2:22; Acts 13:27). 2. Jesus wasn’t coming to establish an earthly empire, or rule over an earthly kingdom. He wasn’t coming to bring about an earthly utopia either. While claiming to be the experts in Biblical prophecy, popular Premillennialists who contend that the death of Jesus was not part of God’s original plan, find themselves contradicting the most basic truth revealed through the prophets.

“and the glories to follow”-Glories which hadn’t been put on hold. This verse infers that the glories predicted of the Messiah and His reign were finding fulfillment in the First Century. See Daniel 7:13-14; Psalms 110:1-4; Acts 2:25-31; Ephesians 1:20-23. The glories to follow are those things which followed His suffering and death. His resurrection, ascension into heaven, occupying the throne of David, ruling over all things, etc…

Verse 12
1 Peter 1:12 ‘It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you in these things which now have been announced to you through those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, --things into which angels long to look’

“It was revealed to them”-God did answer their questions, but maybe not as they expected that He would. The subject matter of their prophecies concerning the Messiah did not have reference to their own times. The verse infers that what the prophets had said had found its fulfillment in the First Century (Acts 3:24). Their prophecies are not for some time still distant in the future. ‘Which now’-i.e. the fulfillment of O.T. prophecy concerning the Messiah and His kingdom “now” being preached through the apostles and New Testament prophets. Even prophets needed revelation concerning an answer to a question which hadn’t been as yet revealed. No man has an inherent ability to know God’s truth, apart from God’s revelation.

“they were not serving themselves”-I think there is a valuable lesson in these words. Each generation perceives that its own time is somehow of greater significance than all other times. So many people think that ‘surely Jesus will come in my lifetime’. 

“but you, in these things which now have been announced to you through those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven”-1. The same Spirit which had inspired the prophets (2 Peter 1:20-21), now announced the fulfillment and correct application of their prophecies (John 16:13; Ephesians 3:2-5). 2. The mention of the Spirit proved that Christians were receiving the correct interpretation and application of what the prophets had foretold. 3. What a privileged position in which we find ourselves! We have access to truth which was not given to the Old Testament prophets. The Christian today, with the New Testament has a greater insight into the Old Testament, than even Isaiah, Daniel, etc…3. The Gospel message is the fulfillment of the Old Testament Messianic prophecies. Therefore, we must reject any theory which contends that the predictions of the Old Testament prophets are yet to be fulfilled.

“things into which angels long to look”-1. ‘Things’-i.e. the fulfillment of the prophetic messages of the past. 2. ‘Desire’-an eager or intense desire. 3. ‘to look’-‘to stoop to a thing in order to look at it, to look with head bowed forwards, to look into with body bent. To look carefully, inspect curiously.’ (Thayer p. 484) ‘Here it portrays one stooping and stretching the neck to gaze on some wonderful sight.’ (Vincent p. 635) 4. ‘This earnest desire of the angels to contemplate the sufferings of the Christ, was emblematically signified by the Cherubim placed in the inward tabernacle with their faces turned down towards the mercy-seat.’ (Exodus 25:20). (Macknight p. 441)

POINTS TO NOTE: 1. ‘The whole paragraph carries a strong flavour of the newness and the excellence of the church age…Though the world may think such Christians insignificant and worthy of pity or scorn…angels-who see ultimate reality from God’s perspective-find them to be objects of intense interest…for they know that these struggling believers are actually the recipients of God’s greatest blessings and honoured participants in a great drama at the focal point of universal history. We too may rightly think of our Christian lives as no less privileged and no less interesting to holy angels than the lives of Peter’s readers.’ (Grudem p. 73) 2. What a tragedy when professed Christians fail to take a serious interest in studying the Word of God or in their own salvation. Oberst notes, ‘Christians, read your New Testament as the angels would like to!’ (p. 68) This verse clearly teaches us that being a Christian places you at the focal point of reality. If you want to be ‘in’ or ‘where it is at’-then obey the Gospel. 3. Christians need to realize that they have been allowed to participate in something, of which angels are excluded (Hebrews 2:16). In addition, we get to preach the gospel, we get to teach people the truth, we get to save lost souls! This task hasn’t been given to angels!

Verse 13
1 Peter 1:13 ‘Therefore, gird your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ’

‘Therefore’-‘Because of what I have just stated..about the greatness and importance of your salvation.’ (Oberst p. 68) ‘all the blessings, privileges, and hopes which he has enumerated; on these he founds his exhortations.’ (P.P. Comm. p. 8) Receiving great blessings, as every Christian has, also brings with it a great responsibility (Ephesians 2:10).

‘gird your minds’-‘Lit., having girded up, the metaphor is suggested by the girding up of the loose eastern robes preparatory to running or other exertion. There is a fitness in the figure as addressed to sojourners and pilgrims, who must be always ready to move.’ (Vincent p. 636) Lit., ‘the loins of your mind’. The loins refer to the waist or hip. The long flowing robe was gathered up and tucked into the sash tied around the waist. (Ephesians 6:14)

POINTS TO NOTE: 1. ‘refers to the gathering up of all improper thoughts, feelings and activities of the mind and restraining them that they may not hinder one’s progress toward heaven.’ (Woods p. 38). 2. ‘the aorist tense is used which signifies the decisive act of making up their minds.’ (Lenski pp. 51-52) 3. Note that the ‘mind’ must be prepared for work. Serving God involves serious business. The Christian just can’t believe whatever they want to believe (Philippians 4:8; 2 Corinthians 10:4-5). ‘His advice is, “pull it together”…the opposite of mental slackness..Our thoughts, attitudes, and mental conceptions greatly influence us!’ (Oberst p. 69) ‘Brace up your minds’ (Mof); ‘concentrate your minds’ (TCNT). 4. Get your head on straight, think clearly, watch your attitude, think on right things! 5. The verse also infers that one can get tripped up if they become lazy or allow their minds to be cluttered with vain thoughts. Unbelief is a problem that always has surrounded the people of God, and it is a problem that begins in the mind (Hebrews 3:12). 6. Here is a key to successfully living the Christian life. Christians fail to grow and fall away simply because they refuse to bring their thinking into line with God’s thinking.

‘for action’-The NASV catches the thought of the readiness being stressed by this phrase. Serving God demands mental preparation. And the life of the Christian is to be filled with spiritual “action” (John 15:2-6).

‘keep sober in spirit’-‘well balanced, self controlled’ (Arndt p. 538); ‘with perfect calmness’ (Gspd). POINTS TO NOTE: 1. ‘complete clarity of mind and its resulting good judgment..For Peter the cares of this life and the pressure of persecution can “intoxicate” the Christian and distract his or her focus..’ (Davids pp. 66-67) 2. ‘a state untouched by any slumberous or beclouding influences, and thence, one that is guarded against advances of drowsiness or bewilderment.’ (Oberst p. 69) 3. It is so easy to become unbalanced in the Christian life. Our attitude can destroy or neutralize our effectiveness. We can starting thinking that no one wants the gospel, or that serving God is too hard, that the Bible is too confusing, etc….But the verse infers that one can remain mentally balanced and serve God with the right mental attitude (1 Peter 5:8; 1 Thessalonians 5:6).

‘fix your hope completely’-1. Fix or set your hope (Colossians 3:2). 2. ‘Completely’-‘fully, altogether’ (Arndt p. 810); ‘wholly, without doubt, ‘ (Vincent p. 636); ‘unwavering constant hope’ (P.P. Comm. p. 8). 3. This statement is the same concept that Jesus referred to when He talked about not serving two masters (Matthew 6:24); not looking back after putting your hand to the plow (Luke 9:62); or when James rebuked the double-minded man (James 1:6-8); when Paul talked about people being tossed to and fro (Ephesians 4:14), or a repentance that has no regrets (2 Corinthians 7:10). This is a key problem in the lives to too many Christians. We end up struggling and finding no joy in our relationship with God when we are trying divide up our hope or place our trust in more than one place. We will be miserable and our growth and effectiveness will be hindered until we finally make up our minds to place all our trust and all our hopes for future happiness in our relationship with God.

‘on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ’-‘on the grace which is to be yours’ (NEB);’on the blessing that is coming to you’ (TCNT). If we view the Second Coming with terror, then we have the wrong motivation. The view of the Second Coming that truly helps the Christian grow, is the view that all our real hopes will be realized at that time. We can abstain from the temporary and sinful pleasures of this world, because they are poor substitutes for the real happiness which is coming with Jesus. 

Verse 14
1 Peter 1:14 ‘As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance’

‘As obedient children’-i.e. ‘children marked by obedience’ (Robertson p. 88). A mode of expression in which one is characterized by a certain quality (Ephesians 2:3; Ephesians 5:8; Luke 16:8; 2 Thessalonians 2:3; 2 Peter 2:14). POINTS TO NOTE: 1. The outstanding quality of any Christian, should be their obedience to God. 2. Sonship cannot exist without obedience (Matthew 7:21-23; John 14:15). 3. The goal in preaching the gospel is to bring about obedience to God (Romans 1:5; Romans 16:26).

‘do not be conformed’-1. ‘Conformed’-‘form or mold after something, be formed like, be guided by’ (Arndt p. 795); ‘to fashion or shape one thing like another’ (Vine p. 227). (Romans 12:1-2) ‘do not let your lives be shaped’ (TCNT). 2. Man has a choice, note, once one becomes a Christian, one still has a choice. You can conform to God, or you can conform to your old lifestyle. The Christian can fall away. 3. Man will conform to something! (Romans 6:13-16; Matthew 6:24). There is no such thing as a true non-conformist.

‘to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance’-‘the evil desires you used to cherish when you did not know any better’ (Wms). 1. The life outside of Christ isn’t the life of enlightenment and freedom, rather, it is the life of ignorance and enslavement (Acts 26:18; Ephesians 4:17-19). 2. The Christian now ‘knows better’. 3. One cannot occupy a place of moral neutrality. Giving up God means that one will fall back into former lusts. There are those who think that once Christianity has helped them out of various lusts, that they can discard Christ and yet still live a relatively good moral life. This verse contradicts that idea. 4. Be impressed that casting off all restraint is not a sign of wisdom, intelligence or enlightenment. 

Verse 15
1 Peter 1:15 ‘but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior’

‘but like the Holy One who called you’-A Holy God deserves our conformity and obedience, not the world. 1. God is Holy, and those who profess to be His people must also manifest purity (Leviticus 11:44-45; Leviticus 9:2; Leviticus 20:7; Leviticus 20:26). 2. God cannot have fellowship with those who engage in evil (1 John 1:6-7). 3. Despite modern religious claims to the contrary, the Christian needs to live a morally pure life (Romans 6:1 ff; 2 Corinthians 7:1; Ephesians 4:22-32; Ephesians 5:1-11).

‘the Holy One’-Before we move on, this statement does tell us many valuable truths about God. Truths that should encourage us give Him our best possible effort and loyalty. 1. God is always up front and never misrepresents or overstates the truth. 2. Every motive in God is completely pure. There is no sinister or evil reason why God wants us to serve Him. 3. God is consistent. 4. God will never lie to us (Titus 1:2), therefore we can place all our confidence in Him. I was reminded of the importance of these truths just this week, when I read the following, ‘The Beatles became disenchanted with the Maharishi Mahesh Yogi when they learned that he was much more interested in the body of one of the ladies in their party than with the spirits of any of them, and they admitted, “We made a mistake.”’ (When Skeptics Ask, Geisler and Brooks, p. 133) Along the same lines we could point out that Mohammed had more wives that even he had prescribed for his religion, the abuses and polygamy in which Joseph Smith participated, the countless abuses among the Catholic Popes, etc…It is refreshing and encouraging to find out that God is Holy.

‘be holy’-i.e. become. 1. In ancient times in non-Christian and non-Jewish circles the word translated ‘holy’ meant, ‘devoted to the gods’, and therefore ‘sacred’. 2. Thayer says, ‘set apart, pure, upright’ (p. 7). The words sanctify, sanctification, saint, holy, and holiness all come from the same root word. Thus a Christian is to be separated from the sinful attitudes and actions of the world, and dedicated to serving God (Matthew 6:33). 3. Notice that ‘holiness’ isn’t something mysterious wrought upon the individual. We are commanded to ‘be’ holy. (2 Corinthians 7:1). And ‘holiness’ isn’t the result of a long mystical or intellectual journey. There are no steps or levels to ‘holiness’, and there are no degrees of holiness among men. The Christian must be ‘holy’ right now! Holiness is very practical, i.e. get rid of the sin in your life and put on godly qualities (Colossians 3:5 ff).

‘in all your behavior’-‘in every department of your lives’ (Phi). 1. Before God, the Christian has no privacy or part of their life that they can keep from God. Every part must be pure. 2. I cannot divorce my personal life from my relationship with God. 3. I cannot divorce my marriage or my business life from my relationship with God (Ephesians 5:22-33; Ephesians 6:1-9). 3. Holiness can be seen! If the heart is pure, then the conduct will be pure (Mark 7:20-23). What we ‘do’ says everything about whether we are serious about being ‘holy’, whether we have dedicated ourselves to God or not (Titus 1:15-16).

Verse 16
1 Peter 1:16 ‘because it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy”’

‘because it is written’-‘the verb is in the perfect tense in Greek, thus indicating past action with existing results. Expanded, the phrase means, It was written and now remains as a record.’ (Woods p. 43) 1. This truth stands as valid. It is not changed by time or culture. God has always required holiness of those professing to be His people. 2. The statement is found in Leviticus 11:44-45; Leviticus 19:2; Leviticus 20:7; Leviticus 26:3. Notice the word ‘because’: Why should we do something? Peter’s response, ‘Because God said so.’

‘You shall be holy’-Seeing that God demanded holiness of Israel in the Old Testament (Exodus 19:5-6; Leviticus 20:26). This verse infers that Christians are the Israel of God today (2:9-10). ‘God is the same in both testaments, and the revelation in them is consistent and unified from God as its source, God does not change (Malachi 3:6; James 1:17; Hebrews 13:6)’. (Hamilton p. 44) Therefore we must reject any teaching which implies or argues that morality purity is something which Christians need not concern themselves.

POINT TO NOTE: Someone might object, ‘But how can I be holy like God is holy?’ 1. The verse implies that one can be honest and sincere. Therefore, we must reject the idea that no one is serving God from pure motives. 2. The verse demands that man can practice true love, true forgiveness, that people can develop and have pure minds (Philippians 4:8), etc….3. The level of purity God expects of us is the level described in the following passages (Matthew 5:44-48; Ephesians 4:31-32; Ephesians 5:1-2; Colossians 3:13; Philippians 2:3-5). 4. Again, holiness isn’t something that is forced upon us, rather, it is something we must choose. 5. Since we are created in the image of God (Genesis 1:26), the command to act and think in a godly manner should be something within the reach of all. It also should be something of which all could see the value in and learn to love and appreciate (1 John 5:3; Psalms 19:7 ff). It also should be a way of life that ‘fits’ (Matthew 11:28-29).

Verse 17
1 Peter 1:17 ‘And if you address as Father the One who impartially judges according to each man’s work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay upon earth;’

‘And if you address’-‘If, on the one hand, Christians are children of God..they have been rightly reminded to be obedient children and to realize that true children of a holy God will be holy. Now Peter balances this argument; if, on the other hand, they call God Father, they should remember his character and allow not familiarity to be an excuse for evil.’ (Davids p. 70)

‘as Father’-God is not a cruel and inhuman tyrant. And neither is God an it, a force or a fertility goddess. The word ‘address’ means: ‘to call on for help, to appeal to..the present tense suggests regular or habitual calling.’ (Grudem p. 80) Peter assumes that these Christians pray to God regularly and that they call upon Him as Father (Matthew 6:9; 1 Thessalonians 5:17).

‘the One who impartially judges’-‘without the slightest favoritism’ (Phi); ‘without preferring one to another’ (Beck). (Acts 10:34; Romans 2:11; Galatians 2:6). 1. Some have tried to use the ‘Fatherhood’ of God as an argument against the idea that God will send anyone to hell. It is interesting that Peter didn’t see any contradiction between God being a Father and an impartial Judge at the same time. 2. ‘God does not judge individuals on the basis of such outward characteristics as wealth, cultural background or social position..1 Samuel 16:7.’ (Woods p. 43)

‘according to each man’s work’-‘ judges men by their actions’ (Phi) 1. But how many people think that God is going to judge according to ‘what each man intended to do’. Often people will excuse their sinful actions by saying, ‘But God knows my heart’. Yes He does! He knows that selfish deeds come from a selfish heart (Mark 7:20-23). See also (Matthew 16:27; Romans 2:6 ff; 2 Corinthians 5:10; Galatians 6:7). While it is true that doing the right thing will never make up for the price of your salvation (Luke 17:10), it is also just as true that doing the wrong thing will condemn you (Galatians 5:21; 1 Corinthians 6:9; Revelation 21:8). Obeying God will not put God in debt to you, but disobeying will cause you to be lost (Matthew 7:21-23).

‘conduct yourselves’-We have control over our actions. Sin isn’t genetic and neither is it a physical disease. 

‘in fear during the time of your stay upon earth’-‘let reverence be the spirit of your lives’ (TCNT); ‘stand in awe of him while you live out your time on earth’ (NEB). The fear in this passage speaks of healthy respect or a worshipful awe. Unfortunately too many serve God from a motive of terror or dread. But I have found that such a motive usually doesn’t move people to grow spiritually and neither does it keep them from habitual sins. Someone noted the difference between fear that is terror and fear which is respect. One son said, ‘I’m afraid to do that because of what dad might do to me’. Another son said, ‘I’m afraid to do that because what it would do to my father.’ A person can stand in dread of God and just still love self more than God. But the person who stands in awe of God, has a greater love for God than for self. A healthy respect for God is often stressed in the Scriptures (Deuteronomy 6:2; Psalms 111:10; Proverbs 1:7; Proverbs 14:26-27; Luke 12:4-5; 2 Corinthians 7:1; Hebrews 12:28).

This Holy God Who shows no favoritism, ‘will therefore show no favoritism to His friends or children..Membership in God’s family, great privilege though it is, must not lead to the presumption that disobedience will pass unnoticed or undisciplined’. (Grudem pp. 80-81) ‘Fear of God is not inconsistent with loving him or knowing that he loves us…fear of displeasing our Father is the obverse (compliment, counterpart) side of loving him. The fear here recommended is…a holy self-suspicion and fear of offending God, which may not only consist with assured hope of salvation, and with faith, and love, and spiritual joy, but is their inseparable companion…This fear is not cowardice: it doth not debase, but elevates the mind; for it drowns all lower fears, and begets true fortitude and courage to encounter all dangers, for the sake of good conscience and the obeying of God.’ (Grudem p. 82)

‘stay’-One stay. One isn’t given many lifetimes to get it right. You cannot harmonize reincarnation with the Bible (Hebrews 9:27). Especially when you realize that in the doctrine of reincarnation there is absolutely no room for a Savior (John 3:16).

The Price Of Our Redemption:

Verse 18
1 Peter 1:18 ‘knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers,’

‘knowing’-‘For you know’ (TCNT). The connection between this verse and the previous section: ‘Live holy, obedient lives that manifest respect for God, for after paying such a high price for your salvation, God wouldn’t be pleased if you casually disregard the liberation from your sins.’ 

‘you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold’-1. The word ‘redeemed’ means: ‘to release on receipt of ransom, liberate by payment of ransom.’ (Thayer p. 384) (Titus 2:14; Matthew 20:28) ‘was frequently used in the days of slavery to indicate the act of obtaining freedom for enslaved persons through the payment of a sum of money for their release.’ (Woods p. 45) 2. The verse vividly reveals the true depth of every sin. No amount of perishable things, even valuables such as silver and gold could make atonement for even one sin. In addition, other passages tell us that sin cannot be atoned for even by the sacrifice of our own lives (1 Corinthians 13:1-4), or the lives of our loved ones (Micah 6:6-8). 3. There exists no human or earthly endeavor, accomplishment or sacrifice that can remove sin. Sin is moral evil and rebellion against the nature of God. We need to take our sins more seriously! (Psalms 51:4)

‘from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers’-1. ‘Futile’-‘idle, empty, fruitless, useless, powerless, lacking truth’ (Arndt p. 495). 2. So much for the idea that ‘family traditions’ must always be right. We must love God and His ways more than even earthly parents and their ways (Matthew 10:37). 2. This suggests Christians from a Gentile background, who had been introduced into idolatry and all its practices by their parents. 3. Jesus not only can deliver us from our sins, He can deliver us from the ‘environment’ of ignorance, superstition, false religion, etc…that keeps people enslaved. 4. Talk about the subject of the Bible being relevant to the needs of modern man! We are surrounded by people who have been raised in a ‘futile way of living’. People brought up in atheism, Buddhism, Hinduism, Denominationalism, ‘Good-ole-boyish’, materialism, hedonism, feminism, etc…Sharing the gospel with someone means giving them the chance to escape from a meaningless life! Please note that sinful ways of living are not genetic, rather they are learned. And also note that men and women can break from sinful, addictive, generational, and societal living patterns and pressures. Peter doesn’t buy the excuses, ‘But the vast majority endorse it, the great middle section of society is always right’, ‘if it was good enough for mom and dad it is good enough for me’, ‘blood is thicker than water’, ‘when in Rome do as the Romans’, ‘we must keep this family tradition alive at all cost’.

Verse 19
1 Peter 1:19 ‘but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ’.

‘but with precious blood’-‘Precious’-‘of great worth or value’ (Arndt p. 818)

‘as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ’-1. Jesus is often spoken of as a lamb (John 1:29; Acts 8:32). 2. The sacrificial animals in the Old Testament had to be without defect or flaw (Leviticus 22:18-24; Leviticus 4:32; Numbers 28:3; Numbers 28:11). 3. The statement infers that Jesus lived a sinless life (2:22). This is quite a statement from Peter, who had constant contact with Jesus over the space of three years. Who saw Him confronted with all sorts of difficult situations, many of which were very intense. Even though Peter had been personally rebuked by Jesus, and following Jesus had cost Peter many of the comforts of this life, still, Peter did not have a diminished view of Jesus. 4. Nothing can atone for sin, except the blood of Jesus. Therefore, the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross was the only method by which we could be saved. 5. The lesson is clear: The blood of Christ is vastly more priceless than silver and gold. But how many professed believers have traded the benefits of Christ’s blood (salvation), for a few extra hours at a job, or hobby, or recreational pursuit? 

Verse 20
1 Peter 1:20 ‘For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the sake of you’

‘foreknown before the foundation of the world’-Before God even created the universe, earth and man, He knew going in that this would cost Him the life of Jesus (Acts 2:23; Acts 3:18; Acts 4:28; 1 Corinthians 2:7; Ephesians 1:4; Ephesians 3:11). The phrase ‘foundation of the world’, means the creation of the world (John 17:24; Ephesians 1:4; Luke 11:50; Hebrews 4:3). God knew that in creating mankind, He would have to make man with a freewill (for obedience and love that is forced has no ethical value). But that meant that some might make the wrong choice, hence sin would enter. The death of Christ for the sins of the world wasn’t a last minute idea and neither did Jewish rejection catch God by surprise. POINTS TO NOTE: 1. This doesn’t mean that Adam and Eve were destined to fail in the garden, but it does mean that God knew that eventually someone would sin. 2. Premillennialism is such an attack upon God’s wisdom. For that theory has God planning to set up an earthly kingdom when Jesus initially came (i.e. Jewish acceptance) into the world, but at the same time having Jesus die according to a predetermined plan (Jewish rejection). 3. Also note that foreknowing the future doesn’t mean the same thing as determining the future. God knew that Jesus’ generation would crucify Him, but God didn’t force them to do it (Acts 3:13-19). 

‘has appeared in these last times’-This is a reference to Jesus’ incarnation, and not His Second Coming. He ‘has’ appeared, the aorist tense denotes a specific point in time. (1 Timothy 3:16; Hebrews 9:26; 1 John 1:2; 1 John 3:5; 1 John 3:8). ‘These last times’-‘lit., at the end of the times’ (Vincent p. 639). Jesus had appeared at the end of the Jewish age, in the ‘fullness of time’ (Galatians 4:4), and His death had triggered the beginning of the last period of time upon the earth (Hebrews 1:2; Acts 2:17).

‘for the sake of you’-(2 Corinthians 8:9). ‘for your benefit’ (Phi). Again, Peter reminds Christians who were suffering, that despite their trials, they were living in a privileged time. Do we fail to appreciate the ‘time’ in which we are living? When Bibles and study aids are so abundant and inexpensive? When bible software makes it so easy and fast to find a verse, a word or a phrase? When we have the benefit of looking back and seeing the whole plan of God unfolded. Add to all of this the scientific and archaeological evidence made available to our generation which endorses the scientific and historical accuracy of the Scriptures. Look at all the tools that we have to spread the gospel and get the message out!

Verse 21
1 Peter 1:21 ‘who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God’.

‘who’-these Christians.

‘through Him’-The only way that one can become a believer in God, is through Jesus Christ. Jesus reveals the Father (Matthew 11:27;John 1:18; John 14:6). Access to the Father is only through Jesus (2 Corinthians 5:19).

‘believers in God’-One cannot come to really know God apart from Jesus (Ephesians 2:18; John 14:6). This verse undermines the idea that all the religions in the world are simply serving the same God in different ways.

‘who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory’-Peter is reminding these Christians that the God Who is their Judge is also their Savior. ‘he planned their redemption in the counsels of eternity (), he sent forth his Son for their sake (1:20), he is the one whom they even now depend on (1:21), he raised Christ from the dead and glorified him (1:21), and thus he is the one in whom they place all their trust and hope (1:21). The God whom Christians fear is also the God whom they trust for ever, the God who has planned and done for them only good from all eternity.’ (Grudem p. 87) Glory followed the resurrection (Acts 2:33-36; Acts 5:31; Ephesians 1:20-23; Philippians 2:9-11).

‘so that your faith and hope are in God’-‘are resting upon’ (Wey); ‘are directed towards’ (Rhm). The same God that raised Jesus and gave Him glory, is the same God who would raise these Christians and give them glory. Therefore, despite whatever they might suffer, they know that they are never suffering in vain. ‘for they have on the basis of what was done in Christ the confident expectation that God can and will do as he promised for them.’ (Davids p. 75)

Verse 22
1 Peter 1:22 ‘Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart,’

’in obedience to the truth’-1. Which means that the truth can be obeyed. 2. The truth is the message of the gospel (John 14:16; Galatians 5:7; Ephesians 1:13; 1 Timothy 4:3). 3. ‘and obeying the gospel..indicates that conversion is not simply a matter of intellectual change, but of a transformation of behavior, that is, a response to a command (Acts 2:38).’ (Davids p. 76) 4. The soul is not purified by submitting to false doctrines. 5. There is not a level of truth beyond what is revealed in the Word of God (John 17:17).

‘purified’-‘purified your lives’ (TCNT). Perfect active tense, implying action in the past with existing results. Purification/sanctification is the result of obeying the gospel. It isn’t a mystical process. Rather, one hears the gospel, believes that Jesus is the Son of God, turns from a life of sin, confesses Jesus, and submits to the command to be baptized (Acts 2:38). 1. ‘This is the cleansing of the conscience from awareness of sin by removing the sin. Men are commanded to be baptized for remission of sins (Acts 2:38).’ (Hamilton p. 53) 2. In Acts 15:9, Peter noted that God had cleansed the hearts of the Gentiles by faith. Which means that the faith that saves is an obedient faith, a conviction that obeys the truth. 3. This purifying of the soul also includes the conscious decision on the part of the individual to give up the sin in their life (James 4:8; 1 John 3:3). 4. In comparing this verse with 1:2, we learn that the sanctifying work performed by the Spirit, is what happens when an individual encounters the truth and is convicted.

‘for a ‘-‘with a view to, in the direction of’ (Alford p.1637)

‘sincere love of the brethren’-Love that is genuine, without hypocrisy and undisguised (Romans 12:9; 2 Corinthians 6:6). This includes a love that is more than talk or profession (1 John 3:18; John 13:34).

‘fervently love one another from the heart’-1. ‘Fervently’-‘eagerly, constantly’ (Arndt p. 245). ‘Lit., intensely, with all the energies strained to the utmost.’ (P.P. Comm. p. 11). ‘Children of God are not to love one another indifferently, or loosely, but ..intensely.’ (Woods p. 50) 2. ‘One another’-this quality of love is the obligation of every member. 3. ‘from the heart’-This love isn’t forced. Rather, it is a deliberate act of the will. 4. ‘It is a reminder that one of the first marks of genuine growth in holiness in individuals and in churches is earnest love for fellow Christians. It also gives encouragement that human personalities, far from being immutably fixed early in life, can be dramatically and permanently changed through the power of the gospel.’ (Grudem pp. 89-90) ‘Loving fellow-Christians is obviously no minor issue..’ (Davids p. 77) (See Romans 12:10; 1 Thessalonians 4:9; Hebrews 13:1; 1 Peter 4:8; 2 Peter 1:7).

The New Birth:

Verse 23
1 Peter 1:23 ‘for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and abiding word of God.’

‘for’-Which connects this verse with the previous verses. We are called to fervently love one another, because we are all part of God’s family (1 John 5:1). It is inconsistent to claim to be born again and yet refuse to love the members of the family into which you have been born.

‘born again’-‘to produce again, beget again, beget anew’ (Thayer p. 36).

‘not of seed which is perishable but imperishable’-The new birth isn’t a physical birth (John 3:3-6). The word ‘perishable’ means: ‘subject to decay or destruction’ (Arndt p. 857)

‘that is, through the living and abiding word of God’-

POINTS TO NOTE: 1. The ‘seed’ that causes the new birth is the Word of God (1 Corinthians 4:15;James 1:18). Therefore the ‘spirit’ part of the new birth mentioned by Jesus in John 3:5, is the role played by the Word of God. The Word is preached, the heart is convinced, faith is produced, the individual repents, confesses and is baptized=one is born again. Compare with Mark 16:15-16; John 3:5; Acts 2:37-38; Titus 3:5. 2. The Word of God is called incorruptible seed, which infers: A. The Word of God will exist in every generation, in a pure and incorruptible form (Matthew 24:35). Therefore, we must reject every theory which states that the Bible has been corrupted, books are missing or books have been added, etc…B. The message of the Bible is always fresh, new and relevant to the real needs of any generation. The Bible never needs any improvement. This is also inferred by the statement that the Word of God is ‘living’ (present tense) (Acts 7:38; Hebrews 4:12). C. By obeying teaching found in the Bible a person is never made worse, they only can become better. D. The Church that Jesus founded can exist in any generation (Ephesians 3:21; Hebrews 12:28), because the ‘seed’ which produces Christians is incorruptible (Luke 8:11)

‘living’-A great reminder to people who seem to think that their own opinions will have a better chance at converting someone than the words and examples in the Bible. ‘The implications for evangelism are obvious: ultimately it is neither our arguments nor our life example that will bring new life to an unbeliever, but the powerful words of God himself-words which we still have preserved today in Scripture.’ (Grudem p. 91) So let us never tire of plain Bible teaching or preaching, let us never tire of Biblical illustrations and Biblical examples. Let us never think that our own humanly devised sayings or illustrations could ever be more relevant or powerful than the words found within the Bible.

‘abiding’-‘remain, last, persist, continue to live’ (Arndt p. 504). Which means that the New Testament will always remain just as authoritative as the first day it was written. The New Testament does reflect God’s views, and it will until the end of time (John 12:48). The gospel remains a living and active message that will always find room to grow in honest and good hearts. With the gospel, Christians are assured that they are never preaching an outdated message. 

Verse 24
1 Peter 1:24 ‘For, “All flesh is like grass, and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls off, but the word of the Lord abides forever.”’

‘For’-This is a quotation from Isaiah 40:6-8. Here is proof of the assertion made in 1:23. What is corruptible on this planet is ‘flesh’. Humanity is finite and frail (James 4:14). What abides is the Word of God, words like those found in Isaiah 40:6-8. Still relevant, still powerful, still living, convicting, and abiding. And still true!

‘All flesh is like grass’-‘Flesh’ means ‘every human being’. What is produced by a corruptible seed. In this there may be a hint at the temporary nature of those persecuting these Christians.

‘And all its glory like the flower of grass’-‘And all its splendour’ (TCNT). All the great accomplishments, splendor, achievements, pride and attainments of mankind are just as temporary and fragile. Man knows that he is temporary, but many men try to build something that they think will stand the test of time. It is hard to believe, but every human accomplishment or project on this planet will one day go up in smoke (2 Peter 3:10). And outlasting the physical existence of mankind or his earthly projects is the Word of God. Therefore let us never be intimidated by secular society or its achievements, for they cannot compare with our heavenly home (1 Peter 1:4).

Verse 25
1 Peter 1:25 ‘And this is the word which was preached to you’.

Therefore the message which we have heard has eternal meaning. The rewards it promises will come, just like the threats that it also contains. Don’t let the world intimidate or shame you into inaction. You are involved in something more relevant than anything else that is happening upon this planet. 

02 Chapter 2 
Introduction
Outline of :

Things To Put Away: 

A Living Stone In A Spiritual House: 

The New Israel: 

Introductory Comments:

‘In this chapter we continue the apostle’s discussion of the requirements of holiness….most of all it means being clothed with the likeness of Jesus Himself, and following in His steps. Because it was of great importance in the first century for the disciples of Christ, by their holy and virtuous behavior, to confute the accusations of their adversaries (who charged them with every conceivable crime)..Next Peter tells both Jews and Gentiles that by their believing on Christ, being built up into a temple and nation for the worship of God, all the honors formerly appropriated to the Jews, as the visible church and people of God, now belong to them.’ (Oberst pp. 89-90)

Outline of :

I. Conduct Before Unbelievers: 

II. Submission To Civil Authorities: 

III. The Obligations Of Servants: 

How To Handle Suffering: 

Introductory Comments:

We could call this section, ‘Christians keep God at the center of every relationship’. ‘Having discussed their privileges as the elect of God, our author turns to discussing the place of these Christians in the world. If they are so exalted, should they even recognize societal institutions? And if, despite their best efforts to live peacefully, they are attacked, how should they deal with society?’ (Davids p. 94) God has already commanded these Christians to be holy (). Now Peter tells them how they can be holy while at the same time living among unbelievers. POINTS TO NOTE: 1. Holiness can exist in less than ideal circumstances. Faithfulness is dependent upon one’s love for God, and not surrounding external factors. We can never excuse ourselves from serving God on the basis of hardship (2:20). 2. This section reveals: A. Becoming a Christian doesn’t excuse you from obeying the laws of the land or paying your taxes. B. Even worldly people in positions of authority are to be respected for the office they hold. C. The purpose of Christianity isn’t to reform or replace human institutions. The goal of Christianity isn’t to become the civil authority in the land or to create a nation of Christians-only. 

Verse 1
1 Peter 2:1 ‘Therefore, putting aside all malice and all guile and hypocrisy and envy and all slander.’

‘Therefore’-‘resumes the line of argument which was interrupted by verses 23 to 25. The word “so”, or “therefore”, refers back to the command “love one another” in verse 22. This verse explains in more detail what is involved in loving one another “earnestly”: one must put away (give up, get rid of) attitudes and habits which are harmful to others.’ (Grudem p. 93) (Romans 6:2; Romans 6:11; Colossians 3:1-5)

‘putting aside’-‘lay aside, rid oneself of’ (Arndt p. 101). The tense is aorist, which indicates a definite and decisive act with permanent results. The admonition is to put off the following things for good, make a clean break. The phrase ‘putting aside’, ‘means literally to discard clothing…signifies the putting away of the evils of one’s former life as one would discard dirty and defiled linen (Romans 13:12; Colossians 3:8; Colossians 3:10; James 1:21).’ (Woods p. 53) ‘So once for all get rid of’ (Wms); ‘Now that you have done with..’(TCNT) (See also Ephesians 4:22; Ephesians 4:25; Hebrews 12:1).

POINT TO NOTE: No one can remove these things from our lives, but ourselves. The final decision to part with sinful attitudes and actions must rest with us. We make the choice! Therefore, sin isn’t inherent or genetic. And years of counseling, therapy, listening to good preaching, etc…can never make the choice that only we can make. The good news is that each one of us has within ourselves the ability to part with any sin. Thus a habitual sin, is simply a sin that I presently do not want to stop.

‘all’-Even a little bit of sin cannot be justified. Notice that the word ‘all’ not only applies to malice, but all the other sins mentioned here. We need to remember this, because rationalizing a little sin is such a common practice. 

‘malice’-ill will and especially the desire to injure. ‘an evil disposition and a malignant spirit’ (Woods p. 53). This word in the New Testament is frequently joined with grumbling, bitterness and envy (1 Corinthians 5:8; Ephesians 4:31; Colossians 3:8; Titus 3:3). ‘Especially when a community (congregation) is under pressure there is a tendency to begin bickering and division, which only makes the community that much more vulnerable to outside pressure.’ (Davids p. 80) Malice is the opposite of love. One is active ill will directed toward others, the other, is active good will. ‘A malicious disposition leads to deception, deceit, envy and defamation; and the effort to conceal such produces hypocrisy’ (Woods p. 54)

‘all guile’-‘all deceitfulness’ (Wey). ‘craft, deceit’ (Thayer p. 155); ‘full of every kind of treachery’ (Arndt p. 203). All manner or every form of deception. ‘Deceitfulness that harms others through trickery or falsehood.’ (Grudem p. 93) This would involve removing all deception in your business dealings, marriage, family, and associations with brethren. Let us be careful that in dealing with others we don’t adopt worldly and carnal methods that are so often justified in the surrounding society. Since God is a God of truth, then His people must be truthful. This verse also infers that when we teach others the gospel, that we are completely honest with them. When someone asks what we believe about a certain topic, we need to be honest. If we aren’t sure, then admit it. 

‘hypocrisy’-‘insincerity’ (TCNT). ‘pay acting’ (Vine p. 241). This would include, speaking or acting from impure motives (Matthew 6:1-4); pretending to be righteous on the outside, while remaining unconverted on the inside (Matthew 23:23 ff). The love commanded, which we are to have for our brethren, must be real (1 Peter 1:22). The presentation of God’s word must be done with complete truthfulness (1 Thessalonians 2:3; 2 Corinthians 4:2). 

‘envy’-‘the feeling of displeasure produced by witnessing or hearing of the advantage or prosperity of others.’ (Vine p. 37) ‘the opposite of thankfulness for good which comes to others.’ (Grudem p. 94) Notice how ‘mental’ sinful attitudes need to be removed just as well as the actual act. ‘Therefore in his list Peter has neatly cut the ground from any practice other than open truth and love among members of the Christian community; it may be the “tough love” of a rebuke, but Christians should be able to trust that no ulterior motives lie behind fellow-believers’ actions and that nothing is said in their absence that has not already been said to their face.’ (Davids p. 81) 

‘slander’-‘evil speech, defamation, detraction’ (Arndt p. 412) The above sins are all interconnected. Included in ‘slander’ would be backbiting and gossip. ‘The tongue is a very willing instrument to express the ill will of the heart.’ (Hamilton p. 63) (James 4:11)

Verse 2
1 Peter 2:2 ‘like newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the word, that by it you may grow in respect to salvation’

‘like newborn babes’-‘Thirst, like newborn infants’ (Wey). While new converts or the spiritually immature are called babes (1 Corinthians 3:1-3; Hebrews 5:13). This expression doesn’t suggest that these Christians were recent converts. Rather, they are to crave the nourishment from the Word of God, like a newborn craves feeding time.

‘long for’-‘earnestly desire’ (Vincent p. 641); ‘an ever-recurring desire for the word of God such as is characteristic of infants in their passionate longing and yearning for the milk which alone constitutes their food.’ (Woods p. 54) This should be true of all Christians.

POINTS TO NOTE: 1. Every Christian needs to have an intense desire for God’s communication to man (Psalms 41:1-2; Matthew 5:6). At the present this is the only tangible contact that we have from God. Like cherishing a note from a departed father, mother or spouse or a letter from a loved one that we can’t see due to distance or circumstances. 2. ‘Infants do not have to be constantly urged and admonished to seek the source of their life!’ (Woods p. 55) 3. And intense desire for the word of God will be developed when we realize that we can depend upon nothing else for true nourishment.

‘the pure’-In contrast to the deception () found in the world. The truth found within the Bible is pure and it hasn’t been watered down or corrupted. 1. Peter could not call the word of God ‘pure’ if it had been corrupted, or if books and teachings had been removed or added. 2. Throughout the Scriptures it is always stated without reserve that the word of God can be trusted (John 17:17; Psalms 19:7-14; Psalms 119:1-176). God would never had said such things, if He knew that the Scriptures would eventually become a completely untrustworthy collection of writings. 3. Following the Bible is never a bad idea. Accepting the teachings found in the Scriptures will never bring out the undesirable in an individual. 4. The word pure also suggests that the Bible is completely free of error or impurity.

‘milk of the word’-others translate this expression, ‘spiritual milk’ (ASV). ‘Word’-‘agreeable to reason, reasonable’ (Thayer p. 379). ‘Word’ here is translated ‘spiritual’ in Romans 12:1 ‘which is your spiritual service of worship.’ POINTS TO NOTE: 1. Only the word of God can nourish the soul (Matthew 4:4). There are many wonderful benefits to poetry, good literature, art, music, etc….But we must never allow any of these to assume the role that only the Bible can fulfill. 2. The word of God is ‘reasonable’ (1 John 5:3). Every demand made by God is a very reasonable demand. Therefore, the person who rejects God is being unreasonable. Reason and the rejection of the Bible are not mutual friends, rather, they are sworn enemies (Acts 26:25). Therefore the faith of the Christian is not based on a subjective/emotional experience. Rather, it is the result of examining the overwhelming evidence (Romans 10:17).

‘of the word’-i.e. the word which they drank from, just as we do, the written word of God. The message that was preached and recorded (1 Peter 1:23-25). In other places God’s revelation is mentioned as being spiritually nourishing (Deuteronomy 8:3; Matthew 4:4); pure (Psalms 12:6; Psalms 18:8; Psalms 119:96); and the idea of longing for it (119:20; 131).

‘that by it you may grow in respect to salvation’-final salvation (). 1. Spiritual growth is completely dependent upon our attitude towards and our time spent in the Scriptures (Hebrews 5:14). 2. Everyone who becomes a Christian isn’t guaranteed automatic growth. One can remain at the babe stage (1 Corinthians 3:2). 3. Eternal life is conditional. Final salvation depends upon our acceptance and application of what God has revealed. 4. The word helps us discern good and evil (Hebrews 5:14); prepares us for judgment (John 12:48); equips us for every good work (2 Timothy 3:16-17); and increases our faith (Romans 10:17). Therefore, we must never think that we have outgrown Bible Study or Bible reading.

Verse 3
1 Peter 2:3 ‘if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord’

‘if’-or since. The tense of the verb reveals that Peter is assuming that they have.

‘tasted the kindness of the Lord’-‘Tasted’-Feel, try, experience. ‘found by experience that the Lord is kind’ (TCNT). ‘Kindness’-Every Christian has experienced that God is extremely kind, for God has forgiven their sins and has even adopted them as His own children (Galatians 4:4-6). Psalms 34:8 ‘O taste and see that the Lord is good’.

POINTS TO NOTE: 1. Here we find additional motivation to desire the Word of God. For we have already experienced that God is very kind in our redemption. That should motivate us to come back for more of His teaching. What other great and kind things does He have in store for us? 2. ‘to read or listen to Scripture is to hear the Lord speak, to take his good and nourishing words into one’s heart. To drink…the Word is to ‘taste’ again and again what he is like….Moreover, those words give direction into the “good” paths of life (1 Peter 3:10-12); and give promises of his continued “goodness” in time of need (2 Peter 1:4).’ (Grudem pp. 96-97) 3. This means, if we have a hard time getting motivated to read the Bible, and to read with enjoyment, or to pray to God, then we have never really appreciated what God did for us. Failure to grow, is failure to appreciate your salvation (2 Peter 1:9). ‘That person who trusts in the Lord enough to be obedient to his will finds a pleasant and enjoyable experience.’ (Hamilton p. 68) In contrast, the ‘taste’ of the world is a very bitter experience (Titus 3:3; Romans 6:21).

Living Stones And A Spiritual House:

‘Peter uses extensive Old Testament imagery to show that New Testament believers (both Jew and Gentile) are in fact a new “people of God” who have come to possess all the blessings of Old Testament Israel but in far greater measure.’ (Grudem p. 97)

Verse 4
1 Peter 2:4 ‘And coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected by men, but choice and precious in the sight of God,’

‘And coming to Him’-‘indicating a “close” and an habitual (present participle) approach and an intimate association.’ (Vincent p. 642). POINTS TO NOTE: 1. An expression used in the Greek translation of the O.T., for coming into God’s presence in the tabernacle to offer sacrifices (Exodus 12:48; Exodus 16:9; Leviticus 10:4-5). ‘By this expression Peter hints…that all believers now enjoy the great privilege, reserved only for priests in the Old Testament.’ (Grudem p. 97). 2. Jesus is our only access to a relationship with God (John 14:6; Hebrews 4:14-16). 3. Christians are encouraged to constantly draw near (Hebrews 10:22; Hebrews 11:6; Hebrews 12:18; Hebrews 12:22)

‘as to a living stone’-Jesus is that living stone (Isaiah 28:16; Psalms 118:22). Unlike other religions, the founder of Christianity is a self-existent being, the eternal Creator Himself (John 1:1-3). And one Who can depart spiritual life to others. ‘The fact that Christ is the living stone shows at once his superiority of an Old Testament temple made of dead stones, and reminds Christians that there can be no longing for that old way of approach to God, for this way is far better.’ (Grudem p. 98)

‘rejected by men’-‘reject after scrutiny, declare useless’ (Arndt p. 90) Isaiah 53:3. Besides other factors, this rejection was motivated by willful ignorance Acts 3:14; Acts 3:17; Acts 13:27; and envy Matthew 27:18. Therefore we need to properly evaluate the rejection we face in the world. ‘Rejected’ is a word that we can certainly identify. How many times do you find yourself simply ignored or dismissed by the world? The world is in darkness (Acts 26:18), and it can’t even find God with its own wisdom (1 Corinthians 1:21). The person who rejects the message we preach is the person with the problem.

‘but choice and precious in the sight of God’-1. ‘Choice’-select, ‘excellent, best usually chosen’ (Arndt p. 242). 2. ‘Precious’-‘held in honor, dear’ (Vine p. 275); ‘preciousness as recognized, or held in honor’ (Vincent p. 642) 3. ‘in the sight of God’-which is the only opinion that matters. God not only selected Jesus, but He esteemed Him better than any other foundational stone. These words suggest that we need to esteem Jesus just as highly as the Father esteems Him.

Verse 5
1 Peter 2:5 ‘you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.’

‘you also’-Similar to the vine and the branches comparison (John 15:1 ff), Jesus is the chief cornerstone upon whom are Christians are said to be built upon. 

‘as living stones’-‘Note that this building requires living stones---those that have life, vigor, and vitality…There is no place for dead bricks in Christ’s living tabernacle, the church. We are not, as in the old temple stones, plastered permanently into a wall! If we fail to be “doers of the word” (James 1:22) we will be rejected, not of men, perhaps, but God, the Master Builder.’ (Oberst p. 99)

‘built up as a spiritual house’-This house is the Church (1 Timothy 3:15). The foundation of this house is Jesus Himself (Matthew 16:18; 1 Corinthians 3:11; Ephesians 2:20). One is added to this relationship upon baptism (Acts 2:38; Acts 2:41; Acts 2:47). As God had only one Temple, in like manner, God has only one household (Ephesians 2:19-20). Both the tabernacle (Exodus 25:9) and the temple (1 Chronicles 28:11-19), were built according to an exact pattern. In like manner, the Church is also constructed according to a pattern (1 Timothy 3:15).

‘for a holy priesthood’-This is what God had desired for Israel (Exodus 19:6). **’There is not a body of priests within the body of Christ, the church, separate and apart from other members of the body.’ (Hamilton p. 72) Upon conversion, each Christian is a priest (Revelation 1:6; Revelation 5:10), and therefore each Christian is expected to offer something to God. This also infers, that each Christian has direct access to God through Jesus Christ (1 Timothy 2:5).

POINT TO NOTE: In the Old Testament, before serving in the tabernacle or temple, the priests had to first wash in the laver (Exodus 30:17-21). In like manner, before one can serve as a priest in the house of God, one must also be washed, by submitting to baptism (Titus 3:5) and coming in contact with the blood of Christ.

‘to offer up spiritual sacrifices’-1. ‘To offer up’-The usual term in the O.T. for offering of sacrifice, lit., to bring up to the altar. 2. ‘Spiritual sacrifices’-in contrast to the material and animal sacrifices in the Old Testament. Such sacrifices include giving our bodies in serving God (Romans 12:1), singing and praying ( Hebrews 13:15-16; Psalms 141:2); and doing what we can to help in spreading the gospel (Philippians 4:18).

‘acceptable to God’-1. God’s standard hasn’t changed. As He required the best among the animals offered to Him in the O.T. (Malachi 1:6-9), God requires the best of our efforts in serving Him. 2. This infers that God isn’t obligated to accept all that is offered to Him. Unacceptable worship still exists, including worship which is unauthorized (Leviticus 10:1-2; 1 Samuel 15:1-23; Matthew 15:1-9);worship that isn’t from the heart (1 Corinthians 13:1-4); or worship which is engaged in with a careless attitude (1 Corinthians 11:27-28).

‘through Jesus Christ’-Jesus is the only mediator between God and man. Therefore we must always, as Christians, reject every human attempt to form a group of human mediators to which Christians must go to find favor with God, i.e. prayer or discipleship partners, Catholic priests, etc..

Verse 6
1 Peter 2:6 ‘For this is contained in Scripture: “Behold I lay in Zion a choice stone, a precious corner stone, and he who believes in Him shall not be disappointed.”’

‘For’-The statement about Jesus being a living stone in found in the Old Testament. ‘Peter now supports his affirmation in verses 4 and 5 with several Old Testament quotations.’ (Grudem p. 101)

‘contained in Scripture’-The Scripture cited is Isaiah 28:16. Notice how Peter viewed the Old Testament, it wasn’t myth or story, rather it was Scripture (2 Timothy 3:16). The word Scripture also applies to the writings of the New Testament (2 Peter 3:16; 1 Timothy 5:18). Please note that the Biblical writers never apply the term to non-biblical writings.

‘Behold I lay in Zion a choice stone’-1. ‘Behold’-calling people to pay attention to what is about to be said. 2. ‘In Zion’-a name applied to Jerusalem, or at least certain parts of the city since the time of David (2 Samuel 5:7). 3. Outside the walls of Jerusalem, Jesus was crucified, resurrected and ascended. It is the city in which God set up this spiritual house (Acts 2:47; Isaiah 2:2-4). 

‘precious corner stone’-The cornerstone was the most important stone in the foundation of a building. The cornerstone was laid first, and often reached dimensions of 7 x 14 feet. The entire building had to await the arrival of the cornerstone. Hence, one still cannot have ‘Christianity’ while at the same time rejecting the deity of Christ. Modern denominations which reject the deity of Christ, His virgin birth, His bodily resurrection, etc…are not ‘Christian’ in any sense of the word. Upon the cornerstone rested two walls, some have suggested that in like manner, Jesus joins both Jews and Gentiles in one body (Ephesians 2:14-20). ‘a stone placed at the corner, or the intersecting angle, where two walls of a building come together. By uniting two intersecting walls, a cornerstone helped align the whole building and tie it together.’ (Nelsons p. 257) Solomon used huge cornerstones in his buildings, some of those uncovered are more than 38 feet long and weigh above 100 tons.

‘And he who believes in Him’-Indicating that faith in Jesus is a choice (John 3:36).

‘shall not be disappointed’-put to shame, frustrated or ashamed. ‘to be put to shame who suffers a repulse, or whom some hope has deceived.’ (Thayer p. 331); ‘shall have no cause for shame’ (TCNT). ‘Indicates an attitude of mind and disposition of heart enabling one to be calm and unflurried, hence not stampeded into fearful and hasty flight.’ (Woods p. 59) One can place their trust, hopes and confidence in all sorts of things (others, money, beauty, power, etc..), but all such things will eventually fail and disappoint. Death and or the judgment day will be a time of shame for those who refused to place their confidence in Jesus. But those who place their trust in Jesus will never be disappointed. The only sure investment for the future is trust in the Son of God. 

Verse 7
1 Peter 2:7 ‘This precious value, then, is for you who believe. But for those who disbelieve, “The stone which the builders rejected, this became the very corner stone,”’

‘This precious value’-‘It is you, therefore, who believe who see its value’ (Gspd). Which means that the only person who admits the true value of Jesus is the person who places their trust in Him. Many people in the world claim to have some respect for Jesus. But God doesn’t accept admiration from afar. A person hasn’t seen the true value of Jesus until they obey Him (Philippians 3:8).

‘for those who disbelieve’-refuse or withhold belief. ‘implying that the unbeliever has had a full opportunity of believing and has rejected it.’ (Vine p. 314) ‘in the present tense in the Greek, indicating a persistent unwillingness to be convinced.’ (Oberst p. 102)

‘which the builders rejected’-(Psalms 118:22; Matthew 21:42; Acts 4:11). By rejecting Christ, the Jewish rulers placed themselves in the foolish position of being builders who in trying to construct a building, rejected the most important stone in the building. They attempted to build without a foundation. Point to Note: The thought seems to be that anyone who rejects Jesus falls into the same category as did the Jewish rulers. When a person rejects Jesus today, they are being just as rebellious as the people who crucified Him (Hebrews 6:4-6).

‘This became the very corner stone’-Human rejection doesn’t stop God’s purpose. God’s plan wasn’t put on hold or even hindered (Matthew 16:18; 1 Corinthians 3:11). Those who rejected Jesus have been proven wrong, by the Father’s exaltation of Jesus (Ephesians 1:20-23).

Verse 8
1 Peter 2:8 ‘and, “A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense”; for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word, and to this doom they were also appointed.’

‘A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense’-(Isaiah 8:14) 1. ‘Stone of stumbling’-a stumbling block, a stone which causes men to stumble. ‘There seems to be here a picture of construction workers who were stumbling over the very object they had cast out and left to the side of the building they were erecting. Or, perhaps more accurately, they continued to stumble at the projecting cornerstone, even after God had placed it (Him) in His proper place as head of the corner..’(Oberst pp. 102-103) 2. ‘Rock of offense’-‘anything which arouses prejudice, or becomes a hindrance or causes to fall by the way, the hindrance in itself may be good.’ (Vine p. 129) 3. Christianity will ‘offend’ certain individuals. People erroneously assume that if something doesn’t sound good to them, if they say, ‘Well, I cannot accept that’, then it must not be true. Man isn’t the standard for truth (Isaiah 55:8-9). We must never try to make the gospel into a ‘non-offensive’ message. 

‘for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word’-1. ‘Stumble’-‘take offence at, feel repugnance for, reject’ (Arndt p. 716). Notice that this stumbling isn’t accidental and neither is it inherent in their nature. There is a clear reason why people reject Jesus Christ. 2. ‘Disobedient to the word’-‘to refuse to be persuaded, to refuse belief, to be disobedient’ (Vine p. 319) ‘Lit., “unbelieving”..willful opposition’ (P.P. Comm. p. 71).

POINTS TO NOTE: 1. Unbelief is active opposition to the truth. One must work at becoming an unbeliever. One must reject the evidence which is all around them (Romans 1:20). One must also adopt foolish and illogical theories to support his or her unbelief (Romans 1:21). 2. Unbelief is a moral problem, not an intellectual problem. They stumble, because they are disobedient to the word, i.e. the word of God. ‘It indicates that many who reject Christ do so because of moral disobedience to God in their lives.’ (Grudem p. 107) 3. One cannot accept Jesus and at the same time, reject the words of Christ (John 12:48). Those who reject the ‘plan’, automatically reject the ‘man’. One cannot have a relationship with God, one cannot believe in Him or trust Him, without accepting what He taught.

‘and to this doom they were also appointed’-1. Specific individuals are not appointed for destruction, rather, it is the penalty for disobedience. It was God’s choice that obedience should be rewarded and that disobedience must be punished. 2. If one fails to accept the teachings of Christ, they will stumble. This is a natural cause and effect (Galatians 6:7). 3. Those who rejected Jesus were told to repent (Acts 2:36-38; Acts 3:17-19), which proves that no one has been predestined for doom. ‘God, in placing man under circumstances involving the possibility of great benefit as well as terrible dangers, expects man to seize the benefits and avoid the dangers; and if man refuses to do so, he cannot complain that God is unjust.’ (Woods p. 62)

Verse 9
1 Peter 2:9 ‘But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;’

‘But you are’-Only two groups exist. And what makes the difference is obedience to Christ. Carefully note that unbelief is equated to disobedience to the word (), therefore belief in Christ involves obedience to the word.

‘chosen race’-all these blessings are for ‘you who believe’ (). ‘Chosen’-picked out. ‘Race’-nation, people. POINTS TO NOTE: 1. Jewish and Gentiles believers in Christ now compose the chosen people, the true Israel (Galatians 3:29; Galatians 6:16; Romans 2:28-29; Matthew 21:43). 2. This reveals that physical Israel no longer plays a role in the plans of God. God doesn’t have one spiritual purpose for physical Israel and another spiritual purpose for the Church. Those who don’t accept Jesus are doomed! (John 8:24)

‘Royal Priesthood’-‘Royal’-‘a priesthood of royal rank, or in royal service’ (Arndt p. 371). Again, a destination that was given to Israel in the Old Testament (Exodus 19:6). Which is now given to Christians (Revelation 1:6; Revelation 5:9). 1. This expression infers that Jesus is presently reigning as King (Acts 2:29-31), and that we are in a sense sharing in that reign (Ephesians 2:6). 2. Have you ever though of yourself as ‘royalty’? 3. Christian do you realize that you have higher connections and more wealth than any earthly prince or king? That you have access to God that Cardinals, archbishops and even the Pope doesn’t have? That you have greater insight into truth than any philosopher, theologian, scholar or guru? ‘Of, course this priesthood of all believers is a concept contrary to the clergy-laity system (a concept that, in many instances, has someone else assuming our rightful Christian responsibilities and privileges.)’ (Oberst p. 105)

‘a Holy Nation’-‘a dedicated nation’ (NEB). What God desired of Israel (Exodus 19:6; Deuteronomy 7:6). Dedication to God and purity is one of the themes of this letter (1:15; 2:11; 4:16). As a congregation, do we act like a group of people who are dedicated to God’s service? Our loyalty must always be first to our heavenly citizenship (Matthew 6:33; Philippians 3:20-21; Colossians 3:1-2).

‘a people for God’s own possession’-‘a people claimed by God for His own’ (NEB). ‘Possession’-‘one’s own property’ (Thayer p. 504). (Titus 2:14) ‘the private, special treasured possession of God..’ (P.P. Comm. p. 72). Again, such an expression had been used of Israel (Deuteronomy 7:6; Deuteronomy 14:2; Deuteronomy 26:18; Exodus 19:6; Malachi 3:17). 1. This passage contradicts the idea of the universal Fatherhood of God (i.e. God created us all, therefore we are all God’s children, and will all end up saved.) Only Christians truly belong to God. For they have been purchased with the blood of Christ (Revelation 1:5-6). The statement is very exclusive. 2. Concerning everything which God has created, the only thing that God will ‘get’ is His people. 

‘that’-such a relationship brings with it a great and wonderful responsibility.

‘you may proclaim’-1. ‘You may’-freewill, choice. 2. ‘Proclaim’-‘make known by praising or proclaiming, celebrate’ (Thayer p. 220).

‘the excellencies of Him who has called you’-‘Excellencies’-‘gracious dealings, excellent and glorious attributes’ (Alford p. 1641). ‘intrinsic eminence, moral goodness, virtue’ (Vine p. 189). ‘that you may proclaim the wondrous deeds’ (Mof). Note that the word “excellencies” is plural. There is so much that can be said about the wonderful nature and acts of God. The list is endless.

POINTS TO NOTE: 1. Christians are people who tell others about the greatness of God: Isaiah 43:21 ‘The people whom I formed for Myself, Will declare My praise’. Are we sold on God? Do we talk about God in wonderful and glorious terms? Are we so impressed with our own salvation that we can’t stop talking about our new life and its blessings? Mark 5:19 ‘Go home to your people and report to them what great things the Lord has done for you, and how He had mercy on you.’ 2. ‘Christians are to “publish abroad” the mighty works of God, which include both his activity in creation and his miracle of redemption in the life, death, resurrection, and revelation of Jesus Christ.’ (Davids pp. 92-93) 3. According to the verse, this is one of our reasons for existing! For examples of praise see (Revelation 4:11; Revelation 5:9; Revelation 15:3-4; Revelation 19:1). 4. God needs to be praised when we preach the gospel to individuals (Acts 17:21-31). In addition, the character and reputation of God needs to be defended when we hear people assigning the origin of this earth to Evolution, etc…5. ‘The answer to our search for ultimate meaning lies in “declaring the excellencies” of God, for he alone is infinitely worthy of glory. Redemption is ultimately not man-centered but God-centered.’ (Grudem p. 112) 6. The Psalmists often talk about the greatness of God (9:14; 71:15; 73:28; 79:13; 107:22; 119:13,26)

‘who called you out of darkness’-By the gospel message (2 Thessalonians 2:14). ‘Darkness’-(Acts 26:18; Colossians 1:12-14). How many of us realize that we were in darkness? What would your life be like today, if you were still in the darkness?

‘into His marvelous light’-‘Marvelous’-‘wonderful, remarkable’ (Arndt p. 352). 1. Do we appreciate the insight, knowledge, clarity, etc…given to us by the Word of God? (Psalms 119:130). 2. Like men and women who had been blind, we can now see, really see what life is all about. Have we taken this for granted? Think of all the hurtful and foolish attitudes and opinions from which God has set you free. Think of the consequences which you have avoided. Think of the vast improvement in your life and especially the life to come. God has liberated us from ignorance, guilt, bondage to sin, sinful addictions, superstition, worry, etc…

Verse 10
1 Peter 2:10 ‘for you once were not a people, but now you are the people of God; you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.’

‘for you once were not a people’-Prior to their conversion, these people had not belonged to God. The idea of predestination completely dies in this verse. How could people predestined from eternity for salvation have never been the people of God? Outside of Christ, one doesn’t belong to God (Ephesians 2:11-13). This statement also suggests many Christians from a Gentile background. For the Jews had been the people of God. No matter who you are in the eyes of the world, if you don’t belong to God, then you are a spiritual nobody.

‘but now are the people of God’-Note the singular. The people of God is composed of all Christians. We don’t find ‘peoples of God’. Not just ‘a’ people of God, but ‘THE’ people of God.

‘you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy’-A quotation from Hosea 2:23, which is applied to the Gentiles in Romans 9:25-26. 1. There is no mercy outside of a relationship with Jesus Christ. Until one comes into contact with the blood of Jesus, one is far off (Ephesians 2:13). 2. This mercy is available to all who choose to obey Christ (Revelation 21:17). 3. If people in remote Turkey needed to be born again to be saved (1:23), then people in any part of the world need to obey Jesus to receive the same salvation. 4. Mercy isn’t dispensed in an automatic or unconditional manner (Titus 2:11-12). It could not be made any plainer that the Church has replaced physical Israel as THE people of God. And that from now on until the end of time, mercy will only be dispensed to the person who believes on Jesus as the Son of God. This applies to every Jew and every Gentile (Romans 11:22-23).

Verse 11
1 Peter 2:11 ‘Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts, which wage war against the soul.’

‘Beloved’-‘dear friends’ (Arndt p. 6); ‘term of endearment and warm affection’ (Woods p. 65) A word which indicates that Peter himself was practicing a sincere love for the brethren (). ‘By using the word ‘beloved’ Peter reminds his readers that though he exhorts them as an apostle he also cares for them as beloved brothers and sisters in the Lord’s family.’ (Grudem p. 114)

‘I urge you’-‘admonish, exhort’ (Thayer p. 482). The word ‘urge’ reveals that the information to follow isn’t optional, at the same time, the word hints at the freewill of the readers. ‘The word..has the sense “I strongly urge you, I strongly appeal to you’ (Grudem p. 114)

‘as aliens’-a word denoting a temporary resident, stranger or foreigner. It reminds these Christians, that this world is not their home (Philippians 3:20-21; Matthew 6:19-20). ‘Because our citizenship papers are in heaven, we should be speaking heaven’s language and observing the ways and customs that heaven has designed’ (Oberst p. 110) ‘one who lives in a place that is not his true home’ (Grudem p. 114)

‘strangers’-‘away from one’s own people’ (Vine p. 183) (1 Peter 1:1; 1 Peter 1:17)

POINTS TO NOTE: 1. ‘The knowledge that they do not belong does not lead to withdrawal (like a hermit), but to….. taking their standards of behavior, not from the culture in which they live, but from their “home” culture of heaven, so that their life always fits the place they are headed to, rather than their temporary lodging in this world.’ (Davids p. 95). 2. ‘The knowledge that Christians have no true home here on earth has been of comfort especially to those who spend years and even lifetimes away from their earthly homes ( or home town) in the service of Christ.’ (Grudem p. 115) 3. The words ‘alien’ and ‘strangers’ is an indictment against all who want the Church to change with the times and accommodate its teachings to the present culture. Such doctrines as the New Hermeneutic would argue that Christians no longer have to be aliens and strangers in this world. 4. The faithful in past ages have always had a ‘sojourner’ attitude (Hebrews 11:10-16). 5. God’s people have always needed to guard themselves against becoming like the unbelieving cultures surrounding them (Leviticus 18:3; Romans 12:1-2; 1 John 2:15; James 4:4). 6. To live like a sojourner, one must think like one, i.e. our heart and mind must be focused on our true home (Colossians 3:-12; Matthew 6:21). 7. The Christian must always remember that we don’t take our cue from the customs of this world. Just because man says something is legal, or something is a ‘right’, it doesn’t we have the ‘right’ to engage in it. What is truly right or wrong, comes from heaven (Matthew 16:19) 8. Christian, how well are you representing your homeland? 9. The Christian who has placed other things ahead of God (Matthew 6:33) is no longer a pilgrim, rather, they have become a permanent resident.

‘to abstain’-‘hold oneself from, keep from’ (Vine p. 16). Here in the present tense, ‘keep on abstaining from.’

‘fleshly lusts’-‘physical cravings’ (Gspd).

POINTS TO NOTE: 1. I am always intrigued by those who try to make the above statement mean something like, ‘the lusts of our sinful nature’. But if one is born with a sinful nature, then other doctrines of Calvinism are also true, i.e. once saved, always saved, and predestination. Which would completely undermine the exhortation ‘to abstain’. For why should I abstain, if I can’t lose my salvation? And why should I abstain if my example won’t make a bit of difference between who ends up saved? 2. Every physical craving isn’t sinful (1 Timothy 4:1-4). Rather, physical cravings become sinful when they become perverted and are abused (Galatians 5:19-21). 3. The word abstain admits a very important truth: ‘Such a command implies that inward desires are not uncontrollable but can be consciously nurtured or restrained---a needed rebuke to our modern society which takes feelings as a morally neutral ‘given’ and disparages any who would say that some feelings and desires are wrong.’ (Grudem p. 115) (See also Ephesians 2:3; 2 Peter 2:18; Titus 2:12) Christians are not helpless, we can abstain, even from what the world would consider to be irresistible temptations (2 Timothy 2:22).

‘which wage war against the soul’-‘to carry on a campaign’ (Robertson p. 100) ‘not merely a state of antagonism, but rather a constant, active, aggressive, conflict’ (Woods p. 66). ‘to perform military duty, serve as a soldier’ (Oberst p. 111) Present tense, ‘which are continually waging war.’

POINTS TO NOTE: 1. Man does have a soul! 2. ‘To entertain such desires may appear momentarily attractive and entirely harmless…..but they are in reality enemies which inflict harm on the Christian’s soul, making him spiritually weak and ineffective.’ (Grudem p. 115). 3. We don’t have the right to believe or think whatever we want to think (Matthew 5:28). ‘Lust’ will destroy your spiritual health and relationship with God. 4. Allowing sinful desires to enter our minds is nothing short of opening a wide door so the enemy can walk right in. Too many people have bought into the myth that we can think what we want, just as long as our outward actions remain in line. (Mark 7:20-23). 5. And please note that ‘fleshly lusts’ are not just sins involving the body. Rather, they also include such things as arrogance, envy, malice, hatred, etc…(Galatians 5:19-21).

The Positive Result Of Such Abstaining:

Verse 12
1 Peter 2:12 ‘Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they may on account of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day of visitation.’

‘Keep your behavior’-again, the language of choice and freewill. The final line of defense against sin, is the choice of the individual being tempted (Jude 1:21 ‘keep yourselves in the love of God’; 2 Timothy 4:7 ‘..I have kept the faith’).

‘excellent’-‘praiseworthy, morally good, noble’ (Thayer p. 322). This is in contrast to the vain manner of life, which we had formerly been engaged in living (1 Peter 1:18). ‘lovely, fine, attractive, winsome….The Christian must make his whole way of life so lovely and so fair and so good to look upon that the slanders of his heathen enemies may be undeniably demonstrated to be false.’ (Barclay p. 239)

POINT TO NOTE: 1. We should be encouraged by the word ‘excellent’. Instead of being drawn to a lifestyle in which people feel sorry for us. Shouldn’t we rather be drawn to a lifestyle, which is noble, spiritually attractive, winsome and appealing? 2. You can live an excellent life! (Titus 2:9-10; Matthew 5:13-16)

‘among the Gentiles’-Which implies that Christians are to live among unbelievers. There is no place in Christianity for hermits and monks (Philippians 2:15). ‘Gentiles’-many of their neighbors were probably non-Jewish. But the word Gentile here seems to include all non-Christians. The person of Jewish stock who doesn’t accept Christ, is a ‘Gentile’ in the mind of God (Romans 2:25-29).

‘so that’-one of the purposes of living an excellent life.

‘in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers’-‘to speak against, speak evil of, defame’ (Arndt p. 412). This indicates that some of their trials had come in the form of verbal abuse ().

POINTS TO NOTE: 1. The world often gets confused concerning what is right and what is wrong and often gets them reversed (Isaiah 5:20). 2. Barclay notes, ‘Christians were accused of cannibalism. This accusation took its rise from a perversion of the words of the Last Supper, “This is my body”, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood”. So the Christians were accused of killing and eating a child at their feasts. The Christians were accused of immorality and even of incest.’ (p. 240) For they talked about loving each other and called each other, ‘brother and sister’. They were accused of being atheists because they refused to worship the politically correct ‘gods’. Of treason against the Empire and being disloyal citizens, because they refused to worship the emperor. (See Acts 17:6-7; Acts 16:21; Acts 28:22). ‘They (Christians) were held responsible for, and blamed with, all the national evils of the day’, wrote Tertullian (died 220-240 A.D.) ‘If the Tiber rises to the walls of the city, if the Nile does not irrigate the fields, if an earthquake takes place, if famine or the pestilence arises, they cry forthwith: “Away with the Christians to the lions”. 3. And nothing has changed! In our own time Christians are accused of being unloving and uncaring because they won’t jump on the pro-abortion bandwagon or endorse the idea of homosexuality is simply a matter of genetics.

‘they may on account of your good deeds’-A good example can overcome prejudice (1 Peter 3:1-4).

‘as they observe them’-‘Observe’-to view attentively and carefully. This implies that unbelievers are constantly watching the conduct of Christians. This ‘observing’ may last for years or decades (). This verse infers that people can get past even very severe prejudices and preconceived ideas. ‘though their original motive was to find occasion for further accusation, they are led from such minute scrutiny to reverse their attitude and glorify God.’ (Woods pp. 68-69) Let us never think that our life isn’t having an impact! People are watching us, watching how we handle life, watching our marriage, watching the way we raise our children, etc…..Don’t give someone an easy excuse why they shouldn’t obey the gospel.

‘glorify God’-to praise, magnify, extol, celebrate. The ultimate purpose of a good life isn’t to bring glory to oneself, but rather, to glorify God (Matthew 5:16).

‘in the day of visitation’-‘Visitation’-‘inspection, investigation’ (Thayer p. 242). The word may refer to either a visitation of mercy (Genesis 50:24-25; Exodus 13:19; Isaiah 23:17;Luke 19:44) or judgment (Job 7:18; Isaiah 10:3; Isaiah 29:6). POINT TO NOTE: 1. Two basic views exist concerning what ‘day’ is the day of visitation. The Second Coming or the day that God visit’s them with mercy when they obey the gospel, in part, due to the godly lives of these Christians. 2. ‘there is no definite article in the Greek text (‘the’ in English) and ‘on a day of visitation’ could be certainly a legitimate translation.’ (Grudem p. 116) 3. Some see these Gentiles being forced to glorify God, ‘the forced acknowledgment by unbelievers that God has been right’ (Philippians 2:11). 4. Grudem argues, ‘The verb “doxazo”, “glorify”, occurs sixty-one times in the New Testament but it is never used to speak of unbelievers …They are converted and glorify God because of seeing your good deeds (cf. Matthew 5:16; 1 Peter 3:15-16). Peter gives a specific example of this in 3:1-2..’ (p. 117)

Duties Toward Unbelievers: 

Civil Authorities

Verse 13
1 Peter 2:13 ‘Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether to a king as the one in authority,’

‘Submit yourselves’-One of the common accusations directed against Christians is that they did not obey the laws of the land (Acts 16:21; Acts 17:7). At times, the only option we have in dealing with slander, is to simply out live it. ‘Submit’-which includes obedience to the one in authority (Luke 2:51; Ephesians 5:24). Note the next word, ‘yourselves’: ‘submission only because it is forced upon one from external (human) sources is not in the Spirit of Christ.’ (Oberst pp. 118-119) The only submission that counts is submission that is rendered because we love Jesus and this is what Jesus wants (Ephesians 5:22 ‘as to the Lord’; 6:1 ‘in the Lord’; 6:7).

‘for the Lord’s sake’-Which modifies and limits the above statement: 1. The true authority is Christ, and not Caesar or any other human authority. We are to submit to those in positions of civil authority, not because they have inherent authority within themselves, for they are merely another human being. But because Jesus commands submission because He created civil government in the first place (Romans 13:1 ff). 2. The motive for submission needs to be pure. Too many people merely obey because they feel that disobedience carries too high of a price tag. 3. The expression also suggests that we are not bound to obey when civil authority commands something that would involve us in sin, if we did obey (Acts 5:29; Acts 4:19-20; Daniel 3:13-18; Daniel 6:10-17; Exodus 1:17). Thus, obey, except when commanded to sin. ‘This is the Christian’s responsibility toward all forms of rightful authority, whether the individual Christians agrees with all the policies of that authority or not.’ (Grudem p. 118)

‘to every human institution’-‘Institution’-‘institution or authority’ (Arndt p. 456). 

POINTS TO NOTE: 1. ‘Every’-In the context this includes civil authorities and employers (ff). ‘authority structures in businesses, educational institutions, voluntary organizations, etc..). God has established such patterns of authority for the orderly functioning of human life, and it both pleases and honors him when we subject ourselves to them. Nor should we think that the need for authority is only due to sin, for there is authority among sinless angels (Jude 1:9)…’(Grudem p. 118) 2. God expects submission to every form of government, and not just a certain kind. 3. Submission doesn’t mean that we don’t have a voice, or can’t work for improvements. But it means that when we do speak, let us speak respectfully, and let us offer solutions, instead of complaining just for the sake of having something to criticize. 4. This verse is a rebuke to those who think that no government would constitute the ideal society. In addition, God is a big supporter of having ‘citizenship classes’ as part of the course of study in any school or university.

‘whether to a king as the one in authority’-The emperor, termed ‘king’ by Greek writers. (John 19:15 ‘we have no king but Caesar’). Peter now applies the previous statement to a specific office. ‘The Roman emperor at the time Peter wrote was Nero (reigned A.D. 54-68), under whose persecution Peter himself would later be put to death….God expects Christians to be subject even to human authorities who are neither believers nor morally upright.’ (Grudem p. 119) In our modern times this would be or include the President. ‘As the one in authority’-‘as the supreme authority’ (TCNT). The exact same Greek word (‘authority’) is translated ‘higher’ powers in Romans 13:1. In the form of government which these Christians found themselves under, the Roman Emperor held the supreme place of authority. 

Verse 14
1 Peter 2:14 ‘or to governors as sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who do right’

‘or to governors as sent by him’-These Christians lived in Roman provinces (), which were ruled by governors and other officials. Roman governors mentioned in the Bible included Pilate (Matthew 27:2) and Felix (Acts 23:24). ‘the legates or procurators (of imperial provinces) and proconsuls (of senatorial provinces), who were the highest authority with which people normally had to deal in their lives. Since they at times had a direct effect on daily life and since their various evils were often well known, they would be much harder to submit to than the distant unknown Emperor.’ (Davids p. 100)

‘for’-Here we have a very brief, but comprehensive description of the role of civil government. 

‘the punishment of evildoers’-1. Civil government is God’s minister to administer justice, keep order, and punish the evildoer. 2. This punishment includes the right to execute the criminal (Romans 13:1-4; Acts 25:11). 3. Notice that this punishment doesn’t have to be aimed at reforming the criminal. Reformation is the choice and obligation of the individual being punished. ‘Though some theories of criminal punishment maintain that reforming the criminal and protecting society from further crimes are the only legitimate purposes of punishment, Peter here includes retribution, the inflicting of just desert on the one who has harmed others….By contrast, governments that fail to punish wrongdoers disobey God’s purpose for their existence.’ (Grudem p. 120)

‘praise of those who do right’-‘and encourage honest men’ (Knox). POINTS TO NOTE: 1. ‘Governors deserve submission because even the worst of them preserve some semblance of conformity to pagan standards of good, and that is better than chaos.’ (Davids p. 100) 2. People, even Christians are tempted to complain about the government, but we sometimes fail to appreciate how many benefits are gained, i.e. law and order, which enables people to settle down and conduct business, including providing running water, electricity, transportation systems, comfortable housing, the production of all kinds of material things, food, etc…3. Even a bad or corrupt government is better than anarchy. 4. This verse suggests that civil government is expected by God to provide some incentive for those who do right. This runs contrary to various theories which suggest that government should treat everyone alike. In addition, governments often get sidetracked in rewarding the lazy. 

Verse 15
1 Peter 2:15 ‘For such is the will of God that by doing right you may silence the ignorance of foolish men.’

‘For such is the will of God’-Peter isn’t giving his own opinion. The Apostles knew what they were writing (1 Corinthians 14:37; 1 Thessalonians 2:13). 

‘that by doing right’-In the immediate context, “doing right” is defined as submitting to the civil authorities. ‘Instead of indulging in vehement vindication of their character and conduct, the saints to whom Peter wrote were admonished to make their good deeds the most conspicuous feature of their lives, this being the most effective defense available to them against the false and malicious slanders…..This was the manner in which God wanted them to defend themselves against such attacks; and it is the way he wants us to meet such today.’ (Woods pp. 72-73)

‘doing right’-Christians should not ridicule the laws of the land, but should be careful to obey them, including traffic laws, tax laws, building codes, etc….Included in the context is also ‘good deeds’ (), which would involve being a generous person and helping those in need (James 1:27). Even pagan cultures admire the person who puts their religious convictions into practice at a very practical level. One of the great tests of any system of thought or belief is, ‘how does it work in the real world?’ Christianity works just fine (Matthew 7:12).

‘may’-Despite your best efforts some will not be convinced or silenced.

‘silence the ignorance of foolish men’-‘silence the ignorant talk of foolish men’ (Mon). 1. ‘Foolish’-‘senseless, without reflection, acting rashly’ (Thayer p. 90); ‘without reason, want of mental sobriety, reckless’ (Vine p. 113). 2. Slander against Christianity is nothing but the careless and irrational thoughts of ignorant men. Those who ridicule and attack the Bible, often view themselves as enlightened, but God calls them ignorant. Every atheist is a person living in ignorance. 3. The verse seems to suggest that the ignorance is willful. It doesn’t say the ignorance of honest and sincere men. 4. Often people wander about the spiritual condition of people who don’t seem to have access to the gospel message. It is assumed by some that their ignorance will be excused. Verses such as this one reveal that ignorance is often a choice (Romans 1:21-22). God might say, ‘Don’t be so naïve’, that native in the jungle is not as innocent as you assume him to be. 4. Notice how God doesn’t allow Peter to give any credit to the criticisms against Christianity. Peter doesn’t say, ‘You know, those unbelievers do have a point, or this criticism against Christianity has some validity.’ Brethren, there is nothing wrong with the gospel, there is nothing wrong with the Church. The only imperfections are found when we fail to practice what we preach. But how many people try to ‘fix’ these problems are overhauling the Church or the Bible, instead of overhauling the members! 5. Mark this down: Those who work for unscriptural change in the Church often focus on tampering with various Biblical doctrines concerning the Church. In fact, they often assume that the Church isn’t growing as it should because of a doctrine that is holding us back. They tell the members, ‘Of course you love the Lord’. 

Verse 16
1 Peter 2:16 ‘Act as free men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as bondslaves of God.’

‘Act as free men’-‘live as free men’. 1. Christians have been liberated from sin (John 8:32). In addition we have also been liberated from superstition, distracting anxiety, the fear of death, guilt, etc…2. ‘Any great Christian doctrine can be perverted into an excuse for evil. The doctrine of grace can be perverted into an excuse for sinning..’ (Barclay p. 245) (Romans 6:1; Galatians 5:13; Jude 1:4). 3. ‘Because his readers might think such extensive submission to authority would be oppressively restrictive, Peter explains that true freedom is consistent with obedience to God’s will…True freedom, true ability to choose and do what one really wants to do, comes….in entire submission to God as his obedient servants (cf. James 1:25; 1 John 5:3).’ (Grudem p. 121) 4. ‘Some Gentile sects, confusing liberty with libertinism, maintained that grace meant deliverance from all law (a view likewise held today by those who subscribe to the doctrine of impossibility of apostasy), and the Jews, on the plea that they were in possession of the oracles of God, often claimed immunity from law originating with man.’ (Woods pp. 73-74) 5. Various voices in our society talk quite a bit about freedom, liberty and rights. But true freedom isn’t doing what you want to do, or casting off all restraint. Rather, true freedom means being liberated from selfishness, and being free to serve God and others. The sweetest freedom is choosing to do the right thing, even when such a choice brings hardship and discomfort. 

‘and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil’-‘a pretext to do wickedness under’ (Robertson p. 102). POINTS TO NOTE: 1. Can you spell ‘relevant’? Nothing has changed. There will always be people, even professed Christians who think that ‘grace’ means that our sinning is no longer a big deal. To some ‘Christian liberty’, ‘or saved by grace’, becomes the slogan to justify anything they want to do. 2. As today, some Christians might have thought that their conversion released them from any obligation to obey the laws of the land (i.e. my only King is Jesus). In the verses that follow, the slave might think that his freedom, set him free from his earthly obligations. 3. Some have claimed that we in the Church of Christ always qualify ‘grace’. But the apostles had to do the same thing (Romans 6:1; Galatians 5:13). 

‘but use it as bondslaves of God’-1. There is no such thing as absolute personal liberty. We are always and ever a servant of someone or something (Romans 6:16; 2 Peter 2:19). 2. Freedom must be used and used properly. 2. ‘The Christian is not an isolated unit; he is not an individual and nothing else…Only in Christ is a man freed from self and sin and passion to be as good as he ought to be…Freedom comes when a man takes the yoke of Christ upon him..’ (Barclay p. 246) (Matthew 11:28-29). The following verses examine how our freedom is to be properly used.

Verse 17
1 Peter 2:17 ‘Honor all men; love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king.’

‘Honor all men’-‘Show honor to everyone’(Wms). 1. ‘Honor’ is in the aorist tense, suggesting that we are to adopt this principle as a definite rule in our lives. 2. Honor is due to all, even the humblest of men, because every man and woman is created in the image of God (Genesis 1:26); their soul is worth more than all the world contains (Matthew 16:26); and Jesus died for all men (1 Timothy 2:6). 3. Being a Christian doesn’t give us the right to look down upon others (Luke 18:9). 4. A religion that breeds contempt, arrogance and disrespect is not Christianity. We are to be courteous and respectful of all people. 5. ‘when Peter wrote this letter it was something which was quite new. As we shall go on to see, there were 60,000,000 slaves in the Roman Empire. Everyone of them was considered in the eyes of the law to be, not a person, but a thing, with no rights whatever. In effect, Peter is saying, “…..remember the dignity of every man; remember that every man in this world is a person, and not a thing.” It is still possible to treat people as things. An employer may treat his employees as simply so many human machines for producing so much work…When we regard anyone as existing simply and solely to minister to our comfort, and to further our plans, we are in effect regarding them, not as persons, but as things. And the most tragic danger of all is that we may come to regard those we live with, those who are nearest and dearest to us as existing to make things comfortable for us…..’ (Barclay p. 247) (Romans 13:7)

‘love the brotherhood’-present tense. (John 13:34-35; Romans 12:9; Ephesians 1:15; Philippians 2:2). ‘Practice love for the brotherhood’. Not only respect, but a strong and deep love (1 Peter 1:22). 1. The Universal Church is composed of a brotherhood of believers, not a sisterhood of various denominations. Individuals compose the Church, not separate religious bodies (1 Corinthians 12:12; 1 Corinthians 12:27). 2. But too often, we fail to love properly, those who we should love first and foremost, i.e. fellow Christians. Familiarity should never be used as an excuse not to love brethren, as we should. 

‘fear God’-reverential fear, awe. Present tense, ‘keep on fearing God’. The fear of offending or causing pain through misconduct (Woods p. 75) ‘Practice reverence to God’ (Wms). Concerning Proverbs 1:7 ‘The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom’, Barclay notes, ‘the fear of the Lord is the principal part, the very foundation of wisdom…It is only when God is given His proper place in the centre of things that all others things will take their proper place.’ (p. 248) Our ‘love’ for God can never be allowed to degenerate into mere sentimentality. Our love for God, must always respect God, realize He will punish the rebellious, and that if we really love Him, then we wouldn’t want to do anything which would hurt Him.

‘honor the king’-Even if the king is as morally corrupt as was Nero. Even if the king is opposed to Christianity. This would include praying for him (1 Timothy 2:1-2). (Romans 13:7) 1. The verse makes it clear: While we honor the emperor, we do not honor him as God. 2. What wonderful balance we have in the teachings of Jesus Christ! (Matthew 22:21). How practical and at the same time, lofty teachings.

Servants and Masters:

Verse 18
1 Peter 2:18 ‘Servants, be submissive to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are good and gentle, but also to those who are unreasonable.’

‘Servants’-POINTS TO NOTE: 1. ‘the horrible degradation of slaves in 19th-century America gives the word ‘slave’ a far worse connotation than is accurate for most of the society to which Peter was writing. Although mistreatment of slaves could occur then too, it must be remembered that 1st-century slaves were generally well treated and were not unskilled laborers but often managers, overseers, and trained members of the various professions (doctors, nurses, teachers, musicians, skilled artisans)…..They were normally paid for their services and could expect eventually to purchase their freedom….this was by far the most common kind of employee-employer relationship in the ancient world…(Free men who worked for others as day labourers were closer to “independent contractors” today, since they seemed to resist any suggestion that their employers could tell them what to do). In fact, the word ‘employee’, though not conveying the idea of absence of freedom, does reflect the economic status and skill level of these ancient ‘slaves’ better than do either of the words ‘servant’ or ‘slave’ today.’ (Grudem pp. 123-124) 2. The frequent mention of ‘slaves’ in the Epistles, suggests that many First Century Christians belonged to this class (1 Corinthians 7:21-23; Ephesians 6:5-8; Colossians 3:22; 1 Timothy 6:1-2). 

‘be submissive’-to subject oneself. ‘the action is volunteered by the Christian servant, rather than forced or coerced by the master.’ (Oberst p. 126)

‘with all respect’-‘with utmost respect’ (Wey). Some Christian slaves might be tempted to think that their conversion released them from the obligation to obey their earthly masters, especially is that master was a Christian. ‘There then arose the danger that the slave might trade and presume upon the new relationship. He might well make the new relationship an excuse for shirking his work, and for failing in his duty, and for general slackness and inefficiency…..That is a situation which is by no means completely at an end. There are still people who trade on the goodwill and the sympathy of a Christian master, and who think that the fact that both they and their employers are Christians gives them a right to dispense with discipline and punishment.’ (Barclay p. 251) POINTS TO NOTE: 1. Contrary to the assumptions of some, God doesn’t always side with the blue-collar worker. 2. Labor and management have definite Divine obligations to each other (Ephesians 6:5-9). 3. Another common assumption, is that if one works for a Christian employer, one shouldn’t have to work as hard. Barclay notes, ‘The Christian must, indeed, be a better workman than anyone else. His Christianity is not a reason for claiming exemption from discipline (or hard work); it should bring him under self-discipline and should make him more conscientious than anyone else.’ (pp. 251-252) 4. Carefully note that Christianity doesn’t abolish our obligations to human relationships (Titus 2:9-10; Ephesians 6:1-9). 

‘not only to those who are good and gentle’-‘kind and thoughtful’ (Wey); considerate and fair. Note that ‘good’ masters did exist.

‘but also to those who are unreasonable’-unfair, unjust, crooked, unscrupulous, dishonest, harsh, overbearing, arbitrary, cruel.

POINTS TO NOTE: 1. Our obligation to our duties, work, job, do not depend upon the character of the person in charge. At times people try to justify their laziness, or uncooperative attitude, because their boss or the company is so unfair. 2. Suffering injustice doesn’t give the Christian a right to act in an unjust manner, i.e. steal time or things from the company, become less then earnest in your work, etc…3. The Christian must always remember that the Master they are always serving in whatever economic situation they find themselves, is Christ (Ephesians 6:5-6). ‘Christianity introduced a new attitude to work. It is the conviction of the New Testament that all work must be done for Jesus Christ….work is not done (primarily) for personal prestige…to make so much money…It is, of course, true that a man must work in order to earn a wage, and he must work to satisfy a master; but beyond that there is for the Christian the conviction that his work must be done well enough to take it and to show it to God without shame.’ (Barclay pp. 253-254). 4. Another New Testament verse which reveals that suffering or hardship do not release us from our obligations. In contrast, the person who believes in a situational ethic must disagree with what God revealed through Peter on this point. 5. For the slave to rise up and kill his master, riot and loot, would prove that the slave was just as evil has his cruel master.

Verse 19
1 Peter 2:19 ‘For this finds favor, if for the sake of conscience toward God a man bears up under sorrows when suffering unjustly.’

‘For this finds favor’-The slave who remains submissive and respectful, even to an unjust master.

‘if for the sake of conscience toward God’-‘conscious sense of one’s relation to God’ (Vincent p. 647); ‘spiritual awareness of God’ (Arndt p. 786); ‘because conscious of God’s presence’ (TCNT); ‘from a sense of duty to him (God),’ (Mon).

POINTS TO NOTE: 1. We must endure with the right motive. Some endure suffering out of Stoic apathy, others claim that injustice is only an illusion. Others simply have resigned themselves that they are powerless to change the circumstances. And then there are those who endure, simply because they are waiting for the right moment to take revenge. 2. The only motive that gains favor with God, is to endure such injustice, because it is God’s will that we continue to live godly lives, even in the midst of trial. Thus, patience is only a virtue, when it has the right motive behind it, the same is true with all other virtues (1 Corinthians 13:1-4). 3. ‘God is pleased with Christian slaves who bear up under unjust suffering, not because there is no other option or because of their optimistic character, but because they know this pleases God and conforms to the teachings of Jesus.’ (Davids p. 107) 4. God doesn’t exempt Christians from suffering (2 Timothy 3:12; Acts 14:22). Suffering doesn’t prove that God is apathetic or unloving (Romans 8:35).

Verse 20
1 Peter 2:20 ‘For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, you endure it with patience? But if when you do what is right and suffer for it you patiently endure it, this finds favor with God.’

‘For what credit is there’-The above Scripture needs to be inscribed above the entrance to every jail and prison. There is no merit in receiving punishment for one’s faults. ‘One might show stoic endurance when one is punished for a fault, but it is hardly heroic or praiseworthy.’ (Davids pp. 107-108) ‘Credit’-‘there is no special approval or honour due to you’ (Grudem p. 127)

‘when you sin and are harshly treated’-‘Harshly treated’-lit., to strike with the fist. To some this might seem like God is being insensitive, but God looks at things from the standpoint of eternal reality (Isaiah 55:8-9). Sin deserves much more than simply harsh treatment or even a literal beating (Romans 6:23). Every sinner suffering the physical consequences of their sin(s) needs to be thankful that they aren’t presently suffering the eternal consequences.

‘if when you do what is right and suffer for it you patiently endure it, this finds favor with God’-‘do what is right’-present tense, keep doing what is right. ‘patiently endure it’-present tense, keep on enduring. Hardship doesn’t excuse us from ‘doing good’. ‘This kind of endurance is something only made possible by being ‘conscious of God’ () and continually trusting him to care for those rights which have been trampled underfoot by others. At such times trusting God is not easy…But it is then that faith shows itself to be genuine, something that in God’s eyes is “far more precious than gold”.’ (Grudem pp. 127-128)

Verse 21
1 Peter 2:21 ‘For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps,’

‘For you have been called for this purpose’-‘Indeed it was to this kind of living that you were called’ (Wms); ‘That is the life to which you have been called’ (Gspd). Trusting God, patiently enduring mistreatment, and doing good, even when it brings suffering, is the type of life to which Christians are called (Acts 14:22; 2 Timothy 3:12; John 15:18-20; John 16:33).

‘since Christ also suffered for you’-This statement should silence every complaint or grumbling we might have concerning the previous verses! 1. Our sins brought tremendous suffering upon Jesus (). Hence, we can’t complain and should never feel sorry for ourselves, when we suffer as the result of another’s sinful ways or attitude. 2. Barclay notes, ‘He suffered in order to bring men back to God. And it may be that, when the Christian suffers insult and injury with uncomplaining steadfastness and unfailing love, he sets such an example and shows such a life to others, that that example and that life will lead others to God. It may be that the sufferings of the Christian also can lead men to God, and can be a real and true sharing in the redemptive sufferings of Christ.’ (p. 255) 3. What this says, is that every experience of suffering can be made into something very positive! For the Christian, hardship and suffering never have to be in vain.

‘leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps’- 1 Corinthians 11:1. ‘Follow’-to follow closely. POINTS TO NOTE: 1. Increasingly we are hearing people say, ‘But God wants me to be happy. God wouldn’t want me to remain in this marriage, if such meant that I would be unhappy, etc…’ 2. When people talk about ‘the love of Jesus’, they also need to remember the example of Jesus. ‘Love’ is never a valid excuse in choosing sinful options to avoid suffering. 3. People need to be thankful that Jesus doesn’t think the way they think. If He had, He would have never died for our sins.

Verse 22
1 Peter 2:22 ‘Who committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His mouth;’

‘Who committed no sin’-Quotation from Isaiah 53:9. ‘Who’-Jesus. ‘Committed no sin’-Aorist tense, ‘never in a single instance did Jesus commit sin’ (Woods p. 79). ‘He never sinned, nor was anything deceitful ever heard from his lips’ (TCNT).

POINTS TO NOTE: 1. This statement is quoted by Peter, an eye-witness and close personal follower of Jesus. He had the chance to closely observe Jesus for three years, and see Him constantly under fire from hostile adversaries. And yet, Jesus never sinned. Not even so much as even a suggestion or guess concerning whether He might have sinned. Note the confidence of the statement. 2. 2 Corinthians 5:21; Hebrews 7:26; 1 John 3:5; John 8:46; John 14:30.

‘nor was any deceit found in His mouth’-1. ‘This was not just an apparent sinlessness, for there was no deceit in Jesus.’ (Davids p. 111) 2. Therefore, we must reject the idea that Jesus endorsed the events described in the Old Testament, even though He personally knew they weren’t true. 3. ‘Guile is mentioned because servants were apt to tell lies to screen themselves from punishment’ (Macknight p. 464). 4. ‘This teaching fits well as an encouragement to suffering slaves, for they are concerned about suffering for doing right. Jesus their Lord was perfectly innocent in every way, they are reminded, and yet he suffered. Thus their innocent suffering can be part of their identification with Christ.’ (Davids p. 111)

The Example Of Jesus Under Fire:

Verse 23
1 Peter 2:23 ‘and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to him who judges righteously;’

‘while being reviled’-At the very moment He was suffering abuse. Godly patience must be exercised right at the moment that suffering hits. ‘Reviled’-‘heap abuse upon’ (Thayer p. 382). Present tense, they kept on reviling Him. Macknight notes, ‘They said he was possessed with a devil; they called him a Samaritan, a glutton, a wine-bibber, a blasphemer, a demonic, one in league with Beelzebub, a perverter of the nation, and a deceiver of the people. In the high priest’s palace, his judges spit in his face. The servants covering his face, smote him with the palms of their hands, and in derision of his pretensions to inspiration bade him prophesy who it was that smote him. In the common hall, the soldiers crowned him with thorns; put a reed into his hand, and smote him therewith, and bowing the knee, said, “Hail King of the Jews”. While hanging on the cross, the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocking him, said, He saved others, himself he cannot save. But, though he could both save himself, and have destroyed them, he did not threaten or punish.’ (p. 464)

‘He did not revile in return’-The picture is of Jesus being continually harassed, spoken against, abused, and yet he never retaliated. (Isaiah 53:7 ‘He was oppressed, yet when he was afflicted he opened not his mouth…). Carefully note that lashing out with the tongue is a form of retaliation. Enduring hardship includes keeping our speech in line (James 1:26). Jesus observed His own teaching concerning loving one’s enemies (Matthew 5:38-48). ‘Unlike the Maccabean martyrs of Jewish history, who called for God’s vengeance on their persecutors….Jesus was silent (Mark 14:61; Mark 15:5; Luke 23:9).’ (Davids p. 111) We are not given the right to get even, or to hurt in return for being hurt. ‘Or if that is impossible people will threaten to get even later, trying to give their enemies at least the anxiety that revenge may be taken sometime in the future.’ (Grudem p. 130)

‘but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously’-POINTS TO NOTE: 1. ‘Jesus was not, however, simply a Stoic who had moved beyond feeling to detachment.’ (Davids p. 111). 2. ‘Kept entrusting’-present tense. ‘He committed his cause to the one who judges’ (Arndt p. 615) ‘handed over, delivered’. 3. Revenge and retaliation is the response given to hardship , by people who are trusting in themselves. ‘To the suffering person who trusts deeply in God and believes that God is indeed in control of every situation, there is another response (besides retaliation)….Rather than depending on his own abilities to retaliate (which were far greater than the powers of his opponents), when Jesus was suffering he kept entrusting the situation to God the Father, knowing that God would be just and fair, for he is the one who judges justly. It is important to note that Peter here commends neither the supposed therapeutic value of expressing one’s anger when wronged, nor merely holding the anger in and trying to suppress it (both are self-dependent solutions), but rather repeatedly and continually committing the situation into God’s hands’ (Grudem pp. 130-131) 4. Thus, taking our own revenge, or striking back, is a demonstration that we don’t believe that God is just, or that God can be trusted to judge righteously.

‘who judges righteously’-(). 1. Therefore Jesus could entrust Himself, His persecutors, every injustice committed, the whole situation, to the Father. For every act will be recompensed (2 Corinthians 5:10); and none will escape justice. God has the ability to sort everything out. 2. God will recompense the evil-doer (1 Peter 4:5) ‘This knowledge that God will ultimately right all wrongs is essential to a Christian response to suffering. (Colossians 3:25; 2 Thessalonians 1:5-9; James 5:7-8).’ (Grudem p. 131) 2. See also Romans 12:17-21.

Verse 24
1 Peter 2:24 ‘and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.’

‘He Himself bore our sins in His body’-Though they were not His, He bore them. Jesus wasn’t “just” a martyr. He wasn’t dying for some vague cause, rather He died as a sacrifice for our sins (John 3:16; John 1:29; Hebrews 9:28; Isaiah 53:11-12; 2 Corinthians 5:21).

‘on the cross’-‘tree’ (KJV). The Greek word here is ‘xylon’, which means ‘wood, object made of wood’, and is translated according to the context.

‘that we might’-The intended purpose of this great sacrifice.

‘die to sin’-‘that we might break with sin’ (Mof); ‘cease to live for sin’ (NEB). ‘To be removed from, depart, ‘to die to any thing’, become utterly alienated from our sins’ (Thayer p. 60). POINTS TO NOTE: 1. The unselfish and brave sacrifice of Jesus, should motivate us to cease the practice of sin (Galatians 2:20; 2 Corinthians 5:14-15; Colossians 3:1-5; Romans 6:1 ff). 2. If the sacrifice of Jesus doesn’t motivate you to change your life-then nothing will! The key factor in repentance isn’t the preacher, the elders, the size of the congregation, etc…..But rather, how impressed are we with what happened upon the cross!

‘and live to righteousness’-Christianity is more than just not doing certain things. One must not only cease the practice of sin, but also begin practicing righteousness (Galatians 5:22-23; 2 Peter 1:5-11). ‘To live to’ describes an active and energetic pursuit after what will please God. The truly converted individual desires to be involved in the things of God, they want to make a difference, they want to spread the gospel and they are willing to make whatever sacrifices and changes are necessary to do the will of God.

‘by His wounds you were healed’-Healed spiritually and morally, i.e. forgiven of your sins. (Isaiah 53:5). 1. ‘Wounds’-‘welt, bruise, wound caused by blows’ (Arndt p. 531) 2. A statement, especially meaningful to servants with cruel masters. Some of them had probably felt the sting of the lash. 3. Each blow of the whip that Jesus endured was for the salvation of my soul. ‘God took the beating that I deserved-that we all deserved’.

Verse 25
1 Peter 2:25 ‘For you were continually straying like sheep, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls.’

‘For’-Again, reminding us why Jesus endured such suffering. He paid the price for our own selfishness.

‘were continually straying like sheep’-Denoting a habitual condition. 1. A good description of sin. Sin happens when we insist upon doing things our own way (Isaiah 53:6). 2. Many lost people are like sheep, i.e. just blindly following the crowd without thinking much about where the crowd is headed (Matthew 9:36; Luke 15:4; Numbers 27:17; 1 Kings 22:17).

‘but now you have returned’-aorist tense, indicating that they had ‘turned’ at a definite point in time, i.e. when they were born again (/Mark 16:16).

‘Shepherd’-(Matthew 26:31; John 10:11; John 10:14; John 10:16; Hebrews 13:20; 1 Peter 5:4; Psalms 23:1 ff).

‘Guardian’-the same word as the term ‘bishop’ or ‘overseer’, i.e. to look over or watch.

‘of your souls’-POINTS TO NOTE: 1. The only ‘guardian’ that the Christian has beyond this life, is Deity. Note that Peter didn’t cite a list of ‘patron saints’, who watch over the Christian. Jesus is the singular guardian of our souls. 2. ‘For slaves this was good news. They might be suffering, indeed, they might be suffering because of their faith. But they were not lost. Christ was with them, and they were under his care even if their present physical experiences were unpleasant.’ (Davids p. 114) ‘With us, sheep are often left to themselves; but I do not remember ever to have seen in the East a flock of sheep without a shepherd. In such a landscape as Judaea, where a day’s pasture is thinly scattered over an unfenced track of country, covered with delusive paths, still frequented by wild beasts, and rolling off into the desert, the man and his character are indispensable. On some high moor, across which at night the hyneas howl, when you meet him, sleepless, far-sighted, weather-beaten, armed, leaning upon his staff, and looking out over his scattered sheep, everyone of them on his heart, you understand why….Christ took him as the type of self-sacrifice…..Indeed, this word shepherd tells us most vividly of the ceaseless vigilance and the self-sacrificing love of God for us; who are His flock …(Psalms 110:3).’ (Barclay p. 257)
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This section continues what was started at , ‘In the same way’ (3:1). Just as Christians are to be in subjection to the civil authorities (2:13), servants in subjection to masters (2:18), wives are to be in subjection to their own husbands, even if that husband is an unbeliever. Some have wondered why the instruction here to wives is so much longer than the instruction to husbands (3:7). One thought is that when only one mate in a marriage became a Christian, the Christian woman with a non-Christian husband was often in a more difficult situation than the Christian husband with a non-Christian wife. Barclay notes: ‘if a wife became a Christian, while her husband did not, she had taken a step which in the ancient world was unprecedented…In every sphere of ancient civilization, women had no rights at all…It was the sign of a good woman that she must see as little, hear as little, and ask as little as possible. She had no kind of independent existence and no kind of mind of her own…The whole attitude of ancient civilization was that no woman could dare to take any decision for herself.’ (pp. 258-259) ‘Aristotle writes that among barbarians (non-Greeks) women and slaves held the same rank; and though among the Greeks her position was not quite so degraded, they considered her as holding only an intermediate position between free persons and slaves, mother of her children, but not worthy to educate them, qualified to receive orders, but never to give them.’ (Woods p. 86)

At this point I believe it is essential to note that neither the Old Testament or the New Testament views women as things, objects or slaves. Grand passages praise the worth of a woman (Proverbs 31:1-31), and places obligations upon husbands to love their wives (Deuteronomy 24:5; Ecclesiastes 9:9). It was pagan ideas that degraded the status of women. In like manner, pagan feminism has succeeded in placing a heavy burden upon women in our own culture. Now a woman must work two jobs (mother and career) in order to be viewed as being worth something by the pagan elements in our society.

In contrast the Bible greatly elevates the status of women. ‘But what was probably surprising to the original readers is that here in a seemingly traditional ethical section wives are addressed at all. In that society women were expected to follow the religion of their husbands; they might have their own cult on the side, but the family religion was that of the husband….he addresses them as independent moral agents whose decision to turn to Christ he supports and whose goal to win their husbands he encourages. This is quite a revolutionary attitude for that culture.’ (Davids pp. 115-116)

In this section we learn another truth: Being in subjection (everyone is in subjection to something-i.e. ), is a tremendous responsibility. It isn’t a degrading position, rather, to be in subjection from the right motives is quite an art, it is a role that only can be filled by those with great character. A tremendous amount of good and influence can be generated by someone who demonstrates godly submission.

Outline:

Duties Towards Our Brethren: 

Blessing Instead Of Retaliation: 

How To Love Life And See Good Days: 

How To Handle Suffering: 

The Example of Jesus: 

The Significance Of Baptism: 

Verse 1
1 Peter 3:1 ‘In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that even if any of them are disobedient to the word, they may be won without a word by the behavior of their wives,’

‘In the same way’-‘equally’ (Thayer p. 445). In like manner to our subjection to pagan civil authorities (), or submission to unreasonable masters or employers (2:18). Notice how this elevates women. God doesn’t give a lower moral standard for women than He gives for men. Men are to remain in subjection, even in the most trying circumstances, and so are women. Peter doesn’t say, ‘Wives, you are off the hook, because we all know you are too weak to handle this situation.’ Peter doesn’t view women are morally weaker than men. And neither does he view them as so delicate that they faint at anything and everything. ‘Particularly, the subject of the previous verses had been obedient subjection, even if one is mistreated.’ (Oberst p. 144)

‘be submissive’-‘subject oneself, be subjected, subordinated, obey’ (Arndt p. 848). Notice that submission doesn’t count, unless it is voluntarily given. ‘Peter sees the self as involved, voluntarily or volitionally…Voluntary submission because of our commitment to Christ does not demean, debase, or degrade one; such action on our part---wherever it is appropriate-exalts our God…(1 Corinthians 11:3).’ (Oberst p. 144) POINTS TO NOTE: 1. Christianity doesn’t erase the obligation between wives and husbands. Religious feminists who claim that Christianity releases a woman from the obligation to obey her husband, must also concede that such logic would release a husband from the obligation to support his family (1 Timothy 5:8), or love his wife (Ephesians 5:22-33). 2. Society cannot change the above truth. ‘Society cannot change this. Political theories and practices do not change it. Philosophical principles do not change it. Social movements cannot set it aside.’ (Hamilton p. 123) 3. And always remember that subjection doesn’t inherently imply inferiority. Husband and wife are both equal before God (Galatians 3:28). Grudem writes, ‘submission to a husband’s authority within a healthy marriage might not often involve obeying commands…for a husband may rather give requests and seek advice…Nevertheless, an attitude of submission to a husband’s authority will be reflected in numerous words and actions each day which reflect deference to his leadership and an acknowledgment of his final responsibility----after discussion has occurred, where possible---to make decisions affecting the whole family.’ (p. 137)

‘to your own husbands’-God is fair. 

‘so that even if any of them are disobedient to the word’-‘Disobedient’-‘refuse or withhold belief’ (Thayer p. 55); ‘refuse to be persuaded, refuse belief ‘ (Vine p. 319); ‘more than a negative meaning, one who sets himself in direct opposition to the word of God.’ (P.P. Comm. p. 128); ‘so that if any of them reject the message’ (TCNT). ‘”obey not” is translated from a term which denotes a degree of antagonism in addition to disobedience, plus an element of stubbornness, means lit., not to allow one’s self to be persuaded.’ (Woods p. 87) 1. This says something regarding the person who rejects the gospel. One must work at not being converted when they are hearing the gospel message. Unbelief is more of a moral problem (a problem of not being honest, open and willing to accept what is right),than an intellectual problem. This is one reason why “unbelief” and “disobedience” as viewed as synonyms in the Bible (Hebrews 3:18-19; John 3:36). 2. Some wives may have thought that ‘subjection’ didn’t apply if their husband wasn’t a Christian. 3. This statement also proves that the non-Christian is completely under God’s marriage law. For that non-Christian husband, is the husband of this woman, in every sense of the word, including his authority. She is to be in subjection to him, just as much as she would be obligated to be in subjection to a Christian husband. 4. Carefully note that the wives are not told to leave their husbands. Hardship isn’t a cause for divorce (1 Corinthians 7:12 ff). 5. Listen to this quote: ‘they should not allow their freedom in Christ and domestic discomfort (with some understandable hurt and anger) to make them feel superior to their husbands and obey them less. Instead they are to be model wives. This seeking to please is far more likely to win their husbands over than continual nagging. It will also commend Christianity to the wider society.’ (Davids p. 116) 6. Also note that the soul of the other mate is more important than the temporary comfort or fulfillment of the Christian mate. Instead of thinking, ‘but what about my feelings’, we need to always think, ‘but what about their soul?’

‘even if any of them’-While some commentators suggest that most Christian women in this region were married to non-Christian men, the verse infers the opposite. Like today, the typical marriage involving Christians in the First Century, was between two Christians.

‘the word’-i.e. the Gospel Message. POINTS TO NOTE: 1. What makes one an unbeliever is disobedience to the Word (Mark 16:16). But some are trying to tell us that we can still be a believer in Christ, even though we don’t accept what the Bible says. 2. What makes one a believer isn’t feelings, ‘i.e. I feel like a believer’. Rather, it is a submissive and loving response to God’s message. 2. Evidently, someone had tried to reach this husband with the gospel, but he refused to hear it or accept it.

‘they may be won’-(Matthew 18:15; 1 Corinthians 9:19-22). Hence the expressions ‘soul winning’, ‘winning souls’, etc…are biblical terms.

‘without a word’-‘apart from the word’ (Wey) POINTS TO NOTE: 1. The phrase, ‘apart from the word’, probably refers to words coming from the wife. For a person can never be won apart from the Word of God (Romans 10:17; Romans 1:16; Mark 16:15). 2. ‘Rather than attempting to argue, verbally contend with, “talk down” or out-talk one’s husband with words regarding his spiritual needs, the apostle would instruct the wives to let their consecrated lives, their humble subjection, their meek and quiet spirit (v. 4) speak out in bold relief against his ungodliness and rebellion. Compare 2:12.’ (Oberst p. 146) 3. Notice that this rule applies where one has already attempted to get a class with someone, taught them, etc….but such attempts or endeavors have been rejected soundly. Carefully note that a good example-apart from the gospel won’t save anyone.

‘by the behavior of their wives’-‘Here is an example where “silent eloquence” is more effective than vigorous debate.’ (Woods p. 87). POINTS TO NOTE: 1. Never underestimate the power of your example! 2. We need to realize when the ball is in our court. If one is married to a non-Christian, the most powerful influence upon your non-Christian spouse (besides the Word of God), is your example. Not the example of other Christians-but your example. 3. The examples and efforts of other Christians cannot make up for the example that you must set. 4. Hence the advice which any elder, preacher or member needs to give to someone who says, ‘Help, my mate doesn’t care about spiritual things, they don’t care about the spiritual needs of myself or my children.’ Is, ‘Go home, and be the best example of a husband or wife, which that mate could never hope to have.’ 5. ‘Act like a Christian in your marriage’ often can accomplish more than any amount of marriage counseling or other outside help.

Verse 2
1 Peter 3:2 ‘as they observe your chaste and respectful behavior.’

‘observe’-‘look upon attentively’ (Thayer p. 246) ‘Christian’s life is being examined, scrutinized, watched and “eyed” by the nonbeliever.’ (Oberst p. 147) The world often claims that it isn’t paying any attention to Christians, but often the opposite is true. Christian, you are being watched!

‘chaste’-‘pure’ (Arndt p. 12), Modest, innocent, blameless. ‘means “pure, free from moral defilement”, and serves as another reminder that the submission Peter commands must never go so far as to include obedience to demands to do something that is morally wrong.’ (Grudem p. 139) This includes purity in all realms, including motivation. 

‘respectful’-Respect for the husband and especially respect for God. POINTS TO NOTE: 1. This suggests that even non-Christians can ‘see’ the truthfulness of biblical principles. 2. ‘The attractiveness of a wife’s submissive behavior even to an unbelieving husband suggests that God has inscribed the righteous and beauty of role distinctions in marriage on the hearts of all mankind…The unbelieving husband sees this behavior and deep within perceives the beauty of it. Within his heart there is a witness that this is right, this is now God intended men and women to relate as husband and wife. He concludes, therefore, that the gospel which his wife believes must be true as well.’ (Grudem p. 139) 3. The above statements mean that she practices her religion.

Verse 3
1 Peter 3:3 ‘And let not your adornment be merely external---braiding the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or putting on dresses.’

‘And let not your adornment be merely external’-Peter mentions the mistake that women in the world often make, i.e. trying to change their husband, keep their husband, or attract a man by placing all the emphasis on external beauty and adornment. ‘Women have often internalized the male tendency to view them as sexual objects or as possessions whose appearance displays the wealth and power of the male. This comes out in dressing to attract the notice of men or in competing with other women in the richness of their dress. Peter, like the NT in general, will have none of this.’ (Davids p. 117) POINTS TO NOTE: 1. ‘Merely external’-The NASV translators supply the word ‘merely’ after the word ‘external’. This catches the right thought of the phrase. For if Peter is forbidding absolutely everything in this verse, then it would be wrong for a woman to wear even a single braid in her hair, just one item of jewelry (even a wedding ring), or the putting on of any dress. Hamilton notes, ‘If there is a prohibition of wearing any gold jewelry, then by the same logic one would have to argue that no garments can be worn (for the word ‘dresses’ NASV, simply means ‘clothing’ (Arndt p. 376)’ (p. 127) Oberst also notes, ‘Not that he condemns in absolute terms all regards to neatness and elegance in dress and appearance, but only an undue attention to those things….The way in which the apostle uses the negative participle in this text, is a decisive proof that this is his true meaning; it extends to every member of the sentence; and by consequence, if it prohibits the plaiting of the hair, it equally prohibits the putting on of apparel..’ (p. 151)

‘braiding the hair’-‘from the historians of the period in which Peter wrote, we learn that women were disposed to go to extreme lengths in braiding and plaiting their hair, often arranging massive whorls of it several inches above the head into which has been woven twisted strands of gold and chains of pearls which glistened and scintillated in the light…..Clement of Alexandria says that many women of his time dared not touch their heads for fear of disarranging their hair, and that they regarded sleep with terror lest during it they should destroy their waves.’ (Woods p. 89) ‘Figures of harps, coronets, wreaths, diadems, emblems of public temples and conquered cities being formed.’ (Manners/Customs. Freeman p. 468) Points to Note: 1. Obviously this isn’t forbidding braids of any sort. Pigtails are hardly a mark of extravagance. 2. The emphasis is upon what is to be the true source of a woman’s beauty (Proverbs 31:10-31) 3. Carefully note these passages are not an excuse to become a slob. And neither does the Bible look down upon or ignore physical attractiveness (Genesis 29:17; Genesis 12:11).

‘wearing gold jewelry’-(1 Timothy 2:9-10). Christians are to have some common sense or modesty. ‘Forbidden is any lavish display of artificial adornments and all gaudiness contributing to the vanity of those participating.’ (Woods p. 89) ‘Seneca spoke of women with two or three fortunes in their ears.’ (Barclay p. 262) Again, there is nothing wrong with wearing jewelry, nothing wrong with having good taste or liking nice things. But part of having ‘good taste’ is knowing where to place the emphasis.

‘or putting on dresses’-‘Although the RSV speaks of “fine clothing”…the Greek text does not include an adjective modifying “clothing”…and the text literally says, ‘..or putting on of clothing.’ It is incorrect, therefore, to use this text to prohibit women from braiding their hair or wearing gold jewelry, for by the same reasoning one would have to prohibit “putting on of clothing”.’ (Grudem p. 140)

Verse 4
1 Peter 3:4 ‘but let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God.’

‘but let it be’-Language of choice. Every woman can truly be a woman which reflects the image of God (Genesis 1:26). This is within the reach of all who desire to be a woman that pleases God. Hence, the picture of the worthy woman isn’t a ‘super-woman’.

‘the hidden person of the heart’-‘Hidden’-‘concealed, secret’ (Thayer p. 362); ‘hidden personality of the heart’ (Mon); ‘the inner life’ (TCNT); ‘inner loveliness of the heart’ (Nor).

Points to Note: 1. This is the same as the ‘inner man’ (2 Corinthians 4:16; Romans 7:22) the ‘soul’ (Matthew 10:28) or the ‘spirit’ (Hebrews 12:9). Men and women are dual beings having both a physical outward form and an inward soul or spirit..

‘of the heart’-‘Behavior that reflects the influence of the gospel and gains men for Christ begins within…..When Christ rules the heart He rules the conduct. It’s all a matter of faith, what Christ is to a man determines what that man will be for Christ…and what he will be to others.’ (Plain Talk). The inner person is hidden in the sense that you can’t see the soul. But the heart is revealed (always) through actions, attitudes and words (Mark 7:20-23; Matthew 15:18). ****Often people say, ‘I don’t like my personality’. We need to realize that we cannot separate our personality from the spiritual condition of soul. Or the condition of our heart. Our present personality is who we really are! The real you isn’t something different from your personality.

‘with the imperishable quality’-‘lasting charm’ (Tay) ‘Not liable to corruption or decay’ (Thayer p. 88). Clothing and jewelry will wear out, fade and one will find that even the most expensive things tend to go out of style. No amount of time, makeup and effort can hide the aging of the human body. But a wonderful and godly personality is something that won’t fade with time. ‘the beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit will last for eternity.’ (Grudem p. 140) ‘Her primary cultivation is to be of the inner person, that of the heart. Let that be her distinction and adornment most admired and attended.’ (Oberst p. 150) (See Proverbs 11:16; Proverbs 11:22; Proverbs 12:4; Proverbs 14:1; Proverbs 19:13-14; Proverbs 31:30).

‘of a gentle’-‘the opposite of self-assertiveness or self-interest.’ (Vine pp. 55-56); ‘Gentle, humble, considerate’ (Arndt p. 699); ‘not characterized by self-will, envy, pride, presumption, or obstinacy.’ (Woods p. 90) Points to Note: 1. The same as the word ‘meekness’ (Matthew 5:5; Matthew 11:29; Galatians 5:23; Galatians 6:1). ‘It means “not insistent on one’s own rights”, or “not pushy, not selfishly assertive”, “not demanding one’s own way”.’ (Grudem p. 140) 2. Barclay notes that gentleness or meekness is opposed to arrogance and pride. It is the word in which strength and gentleness are perfectly combined. The attitude in which real learning takes place, i.e. humble enough to admit your own ignorance (James 1:21) ‘The root meaning…is self-control…. It is when we have ‘gentleness’ that we treat all men with perfect courtesy, that we can rebuke without rancor, …that we can face the truth without resentment, that we can be angry and yet sin not, that we can be gentle and yet not weak.’ (Flesh and Spirit p. 121)

In practical terms this means: Even though your husband is a non-Christian you are not given the right to become arrogant, engage in manipulation, make his life miserable, become rude or caustic, or become cold or distant. 

‘quiet spirit’-‘tranquil’ (Thayer p. 281). ‘The sense of being calm, peaceful, and tranquil as opposed to restless, rebellious, disturbed, or insubordinate.’ (Davids p. 119) In practical terms this means: That such a woman have complete trust in God (Isaiah 30:15). When she responds to something foolishly said by her husband that she responds with calmness, confidence and respect. That she doesn’t run throughout the congregation telling everybody about all her marital problems, or trying to get everyone to take her side. That she doesn’t use the sins of her husband to justify her own sinful actions, or spiritual weakness. This woman is willing to listen to advice, especially the commands in this section. She also realizes that out-talking her husband or out-whiting him won’t accomplish what God desires most-i.e. the salvation of her husband’s soul. And that this is no place for harshness, resentment or bitterness. Too many husbands and wives think that the most important thing in any disagreement with their mates is to win the argument. Winning them to God is the important thing! This is the woman who isn’t flustered by the unfaithfulness of her husband. She doesn’t pity herself, she is involved as any other member in the congregation, for her trust is in God, and her God will supply all her needs (Matthew 6:33). And maybe most importantly, a woman with a meek and quiet spirit won’t resent the teachings in these verses or any other verses found in the Word of God. She won’t roll her eyes when this verses are discussed and she won’t think of 100 reasons why this teaching is unrealistic, idealistic or bound to fail.

‘which is precious in the sight of God’-Even more precious than gold. ‘Precious’-very expensive. Human estimation of value and Divine estimation are not always the same (Isaiah 55:8-9; Philippians 3:7). Someone once said, ‘Remember, gold is street paving material in heaven.’

‘Tertullian mentions the modest garb worn by Christian women as indicating their consciousness of their new spiritual wealth and worthiness. They exchanged the temples, theaters, and festivals of paganism for the home, labored with their hands, cared for their husbands and children, graciously dispensed Christian hospitality, nourished their spiritual life in the worship service of the church, ministered to the sick. Their modesty and simplicity were a rebuke to the reaction from the shameless extravagances and immoralities of heathenism. That they were the most conspicuous examples of the transforming power of Christianity is manifest from the admiration and astonishment of the pagan Libanius who exclaimed, “What women these Christians have”.’ (ISBE p. 3103)

Verse 5
1 Peter 3:5 ‘For in this way in former times the holy women also, who hoped in God, used to adorn themselves, being submissive to their own husbands.’

‘For in this way’-i.e. the meek and quiet spirit. This isn’t new or novel instruction and neither is God placing more upon the shoulders of these women than the women in past generations. These women are not alone in their struggle! They have the privilege to walk in the footsteps of a long line of heroines of the faith.

‘the holy women’-Women who had dedicated themselves to serving God. The faithful female Christian is just as must of a heroine as was Hannah, Ruth or any other great example of faithfulness. 

‘who hoped in God’-Present tense. This is what made them ‘holy’. Holiness is rooted in trusting God. One will never be successful against the temptations of this world (1 John 2:15; Romans 12:2) until they really believe that God is good, God has their best interest in mind, following God is following the path to true happiness, fulfillment and satisfaction, and that when God says ‘no’, God is trying to keep us from harm and misery. But too many women and men place their hopes in the fact that their mate will change, and change into what ‘they’ want him or her to be. Men and women who ‘hope in God’ don’t need others to be faithful, so they can be faithful. Stop hoping for the ‘ideal’ mate or that your mate will start treating you exactly in the way you want to be treated. Rather, start placing your trust and hope in God.

‘used to adorn themselves’-Hence, a meek and quiet spirit isn’t anything new. The imperfect tense is used, they did this as a habit.

‘being submissive to their own husbands’-Which reveals that if a woman resents the idea of being in subjection, the problem isn’t her husband, rather the problem is that she doesn’t have a meek and quiet spirit.

An Example From The Past:

Verse 6
1 Peter 3:6 ‘Thus Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, and you have become her children if you do what is right without being frightened by any fear.’

‘Sarah obeyed Abraham’-‘Peter does not seem to be referring to any one specific incident here, for the main verb and both participles in verse 5 all indicate a continuing pattern of conduct during one’s life.’ (Grudem p. 141)

‘calling him lord’-‘lord’-a designation of any person in a position of authority, i.e. Fathers (Matthew 21:30); government official (27:63). Sarah recognized the ‘authority’ which Abraham held being her husband. Christian wives are under direct command to show respect to their husbands (Ephesians 5:33). While it is fine to poke fun at each other’s funny habits, tendencies or ways. It is quite another to run down your mate, call them stupid, dim-witted, etc….The woman who acts like, or boasts that she can do everything better than her husband, that in fact, she can do just fine without him, is far from the woman with whom God is impressed. Joking is fine, disrespect and contempt are sinful.

‘and you have become her children if you do what is right’-Points to Note: 1. As Sarah was the mother of physical Israel (Isaiah 51:2), she is the true spiritual mother of every faithful Christian woman. This should have a lot of meaning for women then and women today. For ‘there had been many times in which following Abraham had meant trusting God in uncertain, unpleasant, and even dangerous situations (Genesis 12:1; Genesis 12:5; Genesis 12:10-15; Genesis 13:1; Genesis 20:2-6; Genesis 22:3).’ (Grudem pp. 141-142) 2. Another verse which demonstrates that Christians compose the true Israel of God (Galatians 3:26-29).

‘if you do what is right’-There isn’t a woman, and never has been a woman who was born with an inherent personality trait which prevented her from being what God wanted her to be. Doing right in this context includes being in subjection to your husband. Doing right is a choice. Having a meek and quiet spirit is a choice. The tense is present active, ‘doing’. The Christian female from a Gentile background, and yet who was in subjection to her husband, was more of a daughter of Sarah, than any Jewish woman in town. The Gentile women would consider this a great honor. There are all sorts of women’s clubs, and some are quite prestigious. But there is no higher honor than what is described in this section of Scripture. No fraternal club or order can match this dignity.

‘without being frightened by any fear’-‘struck with fear, seized with alarm’ (Thayer p. 655) (Proverbs 3:25); ‘terrifying, intimidation’ (Arndt p. 727) ‘yield to no panic’ (Mof); ‘let no anxious thoughts disturb you’ (Knox). Points to Note: 1. A woman who has her hope placed in God is not terrified by a disobedient husband. She doesn’t abandon her faith in order to please him. She is not intimidated by his ridicule. 2. Her behavior and attitude must be calm, courageous, and deliberate. 3. ‘They are subordinate, but their subordination is revolutionary in that they are subordinate not out of fear or desire for social position or other human advantage but out of obedience to Christ…’(Davids p. 121) 4. Her subjection is not to be motivated by a cringing fear of her husband (Matthew 10:28). He may say, ‘I’m going to kill you if you walk out that door and go to church’, and in perfect calmness she must response, ‘Whether you do or don’t, either way, today I will be in God’s presence.’ 5. In view of such statements, how can anyone contend that the Bible presents a degrading view of women? Notice the strength which God expects of Christian women! Notice the character and faith that is required! Notice the dignity which God has bestowed upon them. What a far cry from the so-called liberated woman who lives in fear of men. God doesn’t want these women to stand in dread of their unbelieving husbands.

The Godly Husband:

Verse 7
1 Peter 3:7 ‘You husbands likewise, live with your wives in an understanding way, as with a weaker vessel, since she is a woman; and grant her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered.’

‘You husbands’-Peter may not spend as much time talking to husbands, but he speaks just as forcefully. Especially in view of the fact that everyone doesn’t have a good husband, Christian husbands need to step forward and treat their wives in a manner which will catch the attention of the world (Matthew 5:13-16).

‘likewise’-‘in the same way, equally’. The question is--- in the same way to what? 1. The husband also has his duties to others and God. 2. Being a good husband involves making himself a servant at times to the needs of his wife (Ephesians 5:21). ‘so husbands are to conscientiously and responsibly attend to the needs of their own wives…the idea is that he must be as considerate and careful to maintain his God-given relationship to his wife, as she is in maintaining her rightful relationship to him.’ (Oberst p. 155) 3. In like manner, the husband must treat his wife properly, regardless of how she treats him. 4. Barclay notes, ‘The great characteristic of the Christian ethic is that it is what may be called a reciprocal ethic. It is an ethic which never places all the responsibility or all the duty on one side….in the Roman moral code all the obligation is on the wife, and all the privilege is with the husband. It is the mark of the Christian ethic that is never grants a privilege without a corresponding obligation.’ (pp. 263-264)

‘in an understanding way’-‘according to knowledge’ (ASV); ‘intelligent recognition of the nature of the marriage relation’ (Vincent p. 651); ‘in accordance with Christian knowledge’ (Arndt p. 163). Points to Note: 1. Which means that he must be sensitive, considerate and understanding to the feelings of his wife. ‘should live considerately with their wives’ (TCNT). 2. ‘The meaning is that the husband should interact with his wife on the basis of an intelligent comprehension of her needs as a person and as a woman. He must ever strive to understand those matters…Several suggestions come to mind: He would encourage her to communicate her perceived needs to him, and listen carefully to what was shared. He would inquire into her particular physical, emotional, and spiritual needs and how he might best address them. He would be willing to change, adapt, and adjust his life with a view to his wife’s happiness and well-being. He would recognize her unique qualities and virtues, and appreciate her for herself, not making comparisons with others of her sex. In short, the man who dwells with his wife on the basis of ‘gnosis’ (knowledge)-understanding-is willing to be informed and aware of his wife’s needs---and address them! Ignorance is not bliss in a marriage, but deadly.’ (Oberst p. 156) 3. This demands that the husband place the needs of his wife, ahead of his own (Philippians 2:3-4). J.H. Jowett wrote, ‘Don’t let thy personal wish have the first and last word…Be thoughtful and unceasingly considerate.’ (Oberst p. 156) 4. The above phrase also infers that definite ‘knowledge’ is needed for how to live with a woman in the relationship of marriage. Too many people just assume that they will naturally know how to get along. This statement also infers that women and men are different. Both men and women get into trouble and many marriage problems start when we assume that the needs of our spouse are identical with our own. Women have different needs then men, and the smart man will find out what his wife really needs and wants---and not what he wants.

‘as with a weaker vessel’-From , we already know that she isn’t morally, intellectually, spiritually or even emotionally weaker than her husband. Grudem notes, ‘but the context would make it appropriate for him to have in mind any kind of weakness of which husbands would need to be cautioned not to take advantage . This would certainly include the idea that, by and large, women are physically weaker than men (i.e. if men tried they usually could overpower their wives physically). But the context also shows that women are ‘weaker’ in terms of authority in the marriage (1,5-6), and Peter therefore directs husbands that instead of misusing their authority for selfish ends they should use it to “bestow honour” on their wives.’ (p. 144) 

‘vessel’-This doesn’t imply inferiority, for the man is also a vessel (2 Timothy 2:21). Rather it reminds us that we are created beings, subject to frailty and accountable to a personal God (Ecclesiastes 12:7; Ecclesiastes 12:12-13).

‘since she is a woman’-‘woman’-‘translates a rare word (meaning, more literally “the feminine one”). It suggests that Peter looks to the characteristic nature of womanhood or femininity and suggests that a wife’s “femaleness” should itself elicit honor from her husband.’ (Grudem p. 143)

‘and grant her honor’-‘grant’-‘assign, show, pay’ (Arndt p. 97); ‘present active, to assign, to portion out’ (Robertson p. 110) ‘Honor’-to value, esteem, respect. Points to Note: 1. This honor would include ‘kind and affirming words both privately and public, and high priority in choices regarding the use of one’s time and money.’ (Grudem p. 143) 2. Included also would be listening to her views, advice or opinions, encouraging her to give imput on important decisions. 3. Also, really listening to her when she is speaking. 4. Taking her problems and worries very seriously. Not speaking down to her or treating her as a child. 5. Realizing how much she does for the family, and realizing how much it would cost you to replace her, if you had to pay for a full-time nanny, cook, housekeeper, maid, etc…’It was, and still is, no uncommon sight in the East to see the man riding on a heavily-laden donkey while the woman trudges by his side. It was Christianity which introduced chivalry into the relationships between men and women.’ (Barclay p. 265) 6. This plays into the idea of ‘weaker vessel’. ‘If a man has a valuable and expensive vase…he takes more care and caution that it might not be broken or cracked…That he be in many ways her shield, protector, and defender.’ (Oberst p. 157) 7. How a man treats his wife is exactly how that man views the value of his wife. You cannot separate how a man views his wife and how he treats her. A great myth of the 20th Century is that I can ignore my wife, fail to provide for her, etc…and yet still love her. If a your wife is truly ‘always on your mind’, then you will act like it.

‘as a fellow heir of the grace of life’-co-inheritor, ‘heirs equally with yourselves’ (Mof). ‘Grace of life’-i.e. God’s gracious gift of eternal life.

Points to Note: 1. Your wife stands on equal ground before God with yourself. She is a Christian, and God takes any mistreatment against her-very personally (Matthew 25:31 ff; Acts 9:5). 2. My goal as a Christian husband is to treat my wife in such a manner that when all of this is over and time is gone that she can say to me in heaven, ‘Thank you for being so supportive of my attempt to serve God while on earth.’ 

‘so that your prayers may not be hindered’-‘Hindered’-‘to be cut off’ (Thayer p. 196). Points to Note: 1. ‘The sighs of the injured wife come between the husband’s prayers and God’s hearing.’ (Barclay p. 265) 2. ‘As the closest human relationship, the relationship to one’s spouse must be most carefully cherished if one wishes a close relationship with God.’ (Davids p. 123) 3. WOW!!! Keep this verse in mind before you snap back at your mate or get into an argument that is already out of control. If you have a disagreement with your mate, you should conduct yourself, and treat them in such a manner that you can prayer afterward-and God will hear that prayer. God is so serious about how men treat their wives, that He is willing to cut off spiritual blessings to men who mistreat their wives. 4. It should be understood that the man who physically, sexually or emotionally abuses his wife is going to hell, unless he repents. 5. Here is a way to check your spiritual standing before God. If you can’t apply Christianity to your marriage relationship, then you are failing as a Christian.

Verse 8
1 Peter 3:8 ‘To sum up, let all be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in spirit;’

‘To sum up’-This isn’t the end of the letter, rather it sums up a section dealing with our obligations to others. Besides obligations to civil government, masters, husbands and wives, we also have an obligation to our brethren.

‘let’-Christians have the ability to remain united. Unity is a choice. God hasn’t given the Church an impossible task (Ephesians 4:1-3). There are doctrines which are essential for unity (Ephesians 4:4-6; 2 John 1:9) and there are also attitudes.

‘all’-Every Christian has an obligation in this area. It isn’t the exclusive task of the elders, deacons, older members or preacher to keep the peace.

‘harmonious’-‘like-minded, united in spirit’ (Arndt p. 569); ‘unity of thought and feeling, from “one and the same”, and “the mind”.’(Vincent p. 652) (1 Corinthians 1:10; Romans 12:16; Romans 15:5; Philippians 2:2; Philippians 2:20). ‘sharing the same thoughts and attitudes, thinking harmoniously’ (Grudem p. 146) Points to Note: 1. ‘Some think this is an instruction to do the impossible because people have all sorts of ideas and dispositions.’ (Hamilton p. 143) But God doesn’t command the impossible. 2. ‘Such unity will only come when Christians are humble and bold enough to lay hold on the unity already given in Christ and to take it more seriously than their own self-importance and sin.’ (Barclay p. 268) 3. This commandment infers that the Word of God is so clear and powerful that honest hearts from different backgrounds, with different prejudices and pre-conceived ideas, can come to the same conclusions concerning the truth when they encounter the Bible. 4. But unity will not happen when people insist on cherishing beliefs and attitudes which aren’t in harmony with the will of God.

‘sympathetic’-‘suffering or feeling with another’ (Thayer p. 596) (Romans 12:15) ‘It is descriptive of one who so identifies with the feeling of another that he or she responds with similar feelings or emotions..Hebrews 13:3.’ (Oberst pp. 160-161) ‘One thing is clear, sympathy and selfishness cannot co-exist. So long as the self is the most important thing in the world, there can be no such thing as sympathy. Sympathy depends on the willingness to forget self, to step outside self, and to identify oneself with the pains and sorrows of others.’ (Barclay p. 268) Sympathy also ‘acts’ (Matthew 9:36). It is much more than saying, ‘Oh, what a sad situation.’

‘brotherly’-‘full of brotherly love’ (TCNT); ‘Philadephos’-fond of one’s brethren; ‘lit., brother lovers’ (Woods p. 94) (1 Peter 1:22; John 13:34; 1 John 3:16; 1 John 4:20). The Bible is very direct and frank. ‘The simplest test of the reality of our religion is whether or not it makes us love our fellow-man.’ (Barclay p. 269) And this is an essential element in any discussion on unity. Christians who really love each other, will make tremendous sacrifices to resolve differences, even doctrinal differences.

‘kindhearted’-‘compassionate, tender-hearted, lit., of good heartedness.’ (Vine p. 185) (Ephesians 4:32). ‘The conditions of modern twentieth century life it is easy to lose the cutting edge of pity, and it is still easier to be satisfied with a sentimentalism which feels a moment’s comfortable sorrow, and which does nothing about it.’ (Barclay p. 269)

‘humble in spirit’-having a modest and honest opinion of oneself (Romans 12:3). A true estimate of our abilities, limitations, weaknesses, etc…The opposite of arrogance (Proverbs 29:23). Unity is impossible to preserve as long as people are more in love with their own ego’s than with God. ‘Brethren who are thus minded will not seek to vindicate themselves by irritable behavior in inflicting on others like treatment when they feel they may have been wronged.’ (Hamilton p. 145)

Verse 9
1 Peter 3:9 ‘not returning evil for evil, or insult for insult, but giving a blessing instead; for you were called for the very purpose that you might inherit a blessing.’

‘not returning evil for evil’-‘to give up or back’ (Vine p. 277) Peter has been talking about acting like a Christian in all our relationships. We may not be a slave with a hard master (1 Peter 2:18), but we face similar situations. We must be prepared to act like a Christian even when we find ourselves the subject of slander or abuse. Points to Note: 1. We are not given the right to take revenge (Proverbs 20:22; Romans 12:21). 2. No pay backs! We are not to get ‘even’. Because we can never get even. Paying back evil for evil, doesn’t make us even, rather, it makes us both lost! 2. Taking personal revenge is “evil”. It is just as “evil” as what was done to you. 3. Paul revealed that in many lawsuits the person suing is often motivated by the same evil attitudes as the person that initially wronged them (1 Corinthians 6:1-8).

‘or insult for insult’-‘hard words with hard words’ (Knox). Revenge is wrong, whether that revenge is in deed or words. ‘The NT….go far beyond simply not taking vengeance and leaving it to the Lord; the command is, instead of attacking or insulting those who attack and insult…to bless the persecutor.’ (Davids p. 126)

‘giving a blessing instead’-‘to invoke blessings upon one’ (Thayer p. 259); ‘lit., to speak well of’ (Vine p. 132). The present tense. 1. ‘The reason given in the gospels is that they ought to imitate the goodness of God even to undeserving sinners (Matthew 5:45; Matthew 5:48; Luke 6:35-36).’ (Grudem p. 147) 2. See also (1 Corinthians 4:12; Romans 12:14). ‘The idea is to “call down God’s gracious power”…to invoke gracious things from God.’ (Hamilton pp. 146-147). 2. This doesn’t mean that we call ‘evil-good’ (Isaiah 5:20). And neither does it mean that we excuse the sins of others. Rather, giving a blessing would include praying for them, that they could also be saved (Matthew 5:44). Someone has said that it is hard to keeping on hating a person while you are praying for them. 3. This statement also reveals our true worth and value. Anyone can curse, swear and threaten. But not just anyone can ask God for a blessing. Have you ever looked at yourself in that light? You can bring happiness and blessings into the lives of others, even your enemies!

‘for you were called for the very purpose that you might inherit a blessing’-In obeying the call of the gospel message (2 Thessalonians 2:14), we have inherited tremendous blessings (Ephesians 1:3), and still have blessings to obtain in the future (1 Peter 1:4). God already has and will bless us further, even though we were His enemies (Ephesians 2:1-3). Likewise, we are obligated to treat others in the way that God has treated us (Ephesians 4:32).

Verse 10
1 Peter 3:10 ‘For, let him who means to love life and see good days refrain his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking guile’

‘For’-This is a quotation from Psalms 34:12-16 : 

‘means to love life’-‘He that would enjoy life’ (TCNT) ‘Who wishes to live as that he will not weary of life, so that he may love it so that he may have a life worth living, to love life wisely, not selfishly.’ (P.P. Comm. p. 131)

‘see good days’-experience days of happiness. ‘days of happiness, usefully and worthily spent.’ (Woods p. 95) Points to Note: 1. We are responsible for the ‘good’ that happens in our life. If we are miserable, then we have made the choice to be unhappy. 2. ‘to love life does not mean that one has a trouble-free life…It rather suggests an enjoyment of life and contentment in the life God has given, no matter what the outward circumstances (Ephesians 5:20; Philippians 4:4; Philippians 4:7; Philippians 4:11; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18).’ (Grudem p. 150) 3. For the Christian, ‘good days’ would also include our future life with God. But the present verses do promise happiness in this life to the person who places their trust in God. And especially, the person who offers a blessing instead of verbal attacks upon his or her enemies. What misery we cause for ourselves by holding on to grudges and by insisting that we get satisfaction right now.

‘Refrain his tongue from evil’-We can control our tongues (James 1:26). ‘Refrain’-‘to cease or desist, restrain’ (Thayer p. 496); ‘lit., let him make it cease’ (P.P. Comm. p. 131)

‘speaking guile’-‘his lips from deceitful words’ (TCNT). (1 Peter 2:1) When people take matters into their own hands, and ‘strike back’ with a verbal assault, they usually end up saying things that aren’t true. Unfortunately, slander is often countered with more slander. Before you say, ‘Oh yea…….’, in response to an accusation, realize that you probably are about to say something equally untrue.

Verse 11
1 Peter 3:11 ‘And let him turn away from evil and do good; let him seek peace and pursue it’

‘let him’-The language of choice.

‘turn away from evil’-‘shun wrong’ (Mof) (Proverbs 4:14-15). Evil isn’t impossible to avoid. Temptation can be resisted (1 Corinthians 10:13). You don’t have to strike back or retaliate! Nothing forces you to respond in that manner, except your own stubbornness.

‘do good’-More is required than simply abstaining from evil. Too many people practice a negative goodness. (2 Timothy 2:22; Galatians 5:22-23)

‘Let him seek peace and pursue it’-‘Seek’-‘seek after, strive after, aim at’ (Thayer p. 272). ‘Peace’-peace with his or her brethren (), and peace with enemies (Romans 12:18). ‘Pursue’-‘seek after eagerly, earnestly’ (Thayer p. 153). ‘strive for, aspire after’ (Arndt p. 201). ‘Searching for peace and going after it with all his heart’ (Bas); ‘try to live in peace even if you must run after it to catch and hold it’ (Tay). ‘”Seek peace” addresses motive; one is not looking for a fight but has an earnest search for concord.’ (Hamilton p. 151) The child of God must be a peace-maker (Matthew 5:9).

Peter gives three arguments to motivate people towards godly living: 1. It secures happiness in this life. 2. It finds favor and protection of God (). 3. It commonly disarms the malice of men (3:13). Peace with others is no accident.

Verse 12
1 Peter 3:12 ‘For the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and his ears attend to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.’

‘eyes of the Lord upon the righteous’-‘Upon’-in a favorable sense. ‘the righteous’-i.e. those who practice the will of God, and especially in this context, verses . ‘he is looking after them for good, recognizing and meeting their needs (note the affirmations of God’s timely care in Psalms 34:7-8; Psalms 34:10; Psalms 34:17-20; Psalms 34:22).’ (Grudem p. 150)

‘attend to their prayer’-‘ears are attentive to their prayers’ (TCNT). More than simply attending, but listening with pleasure (Proverbs 15:8).

‘is against those who do evil’-(Proverbs 28:9; Isaiah 59:1-2).

The Christian Response To Suffering:

It is so easy to feel sorry for ourselves, without realizing that others are enduring their own trials. Slaves () and wives with non-Christian husbands (3:1) have their trials. But these aren’t the only hardships found among Christians.

Verse 13
1 Peter 3:13 ‘And who is there to harm you if you prove zealous for what is good?’

‘And’-In view of the fact that God watches with favor upon and eagerly listens to the prayers of the righteous. (Romans 8:31).

‘who is there to harm you’-Points to Note: This could mean two things: 1. Usually people who do the right thing are not harmed. ‘Harm’ is not the normal expectation for those who do what is right. 2. Or, even if we are afflicted, our persecutors can never permanently harm us (Matthew 10:28).

‘prove zealous’-‘A man may have more than one attitude to goodness. Goodness may be to him a burden; goodness may be to him a bore; goodness may be to him something which he vaguely and sentimentally and nebulously desires, but the price of which he is not willing to pay in sweat and effort….”Love goodness with that passionate intensity with which the most fanatical patriot loves his country”. Sir John Seeley said, “No heart is pure that is not passionate; no virtue is safe which is not enthusiastic.” It is only when a man falls in love with goodness that the wrong things lose their fascination and their power.’ (Barclay p. 271)

Zeal is to be a mark of the Christian (Titus 2:14; 1 Corinthians 14:12). Unfortunately, the cause of Christ suffers when professed Christians are more zealous for their jobs, hobbies, etc…than a relationship with God. Oh, if we were just as fanatic about God as we are about lesser things. Are you a ‘zealot’ for the will of God? Are you a ‘zealot’ for goodness?

‘prove’-It isn’t enough to wish or dream that you would do the right thing. 

Verse 14
1 Peter 3:14 ‘But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed. And do not fear their intimidation, and do not be troubled,’

‘But’-The Bible is quick to keep us from jumping to the wrong conclusion. Doing the right thing won’t always keep you from being persecuted. Jesus, Paul, Timothy and others suffered, even though they were zealous for good (1 Timothy 3:11;2 Timothy 3:12). God is always up front and honest with us (Matthew 5:10-12).

‘for the sake of righteousness’-i.e. for what is right and good. Instead of suffering because we deserve to suffer (; 4:15).

‘you are blessed’-‘Fortunate, privileged, recipient of divine favor’ (Arndt p. 486) (Matthew 5:10). In view of what Jesus did for us (3:18), the Christian should consider it an honor to suffer for His cause (Colossians 1:24). We need a change of attitude towards suffering that comes because we stand for what is right. Instead of being tempted to quit, or fall into despair. We need to realize that such suffering means that we are doing our job, like the soldier who is itching to get where the fighting is at. We often may sacrifices for family, loved ones, the company or our country. Why don’t we have the same attitude towards the gospel?

‘And do not fear their intimidation’-Quotation from Isaiah 8:12. ‘do not be alarmed by their threats’ (Wey). The fear that is forbidden is the type of fear that paralyzes the Christian or moves the Christian to abandon what is right. The hero is just as afraid as any other man in the outfit, the difference is, he doesn’t allow such fears to keep him from doing what is right.

‘troubled’-‘disturb, unsettle, throw into confusion’ (Arndt p. 805). (John 14:27) 1. God wants His people to face persecution with calmness and confidence. Suffering doesn’t give us the right to act in an ungodly manner, give up or stop doing the right thing. Our God is bigger than all our opponents!

Intelligent Responses In The Midst Of Suffering:

Verse 15
1 Peter 3:15 ‘but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence;’

‘but’-Far from being intimidated into silence or inaction.

‘sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts’-“Sanctify”-‘treat as holy, reverence’ (Arndt p. 9). Which means recognize that Jesus is the Lord, that He is in control of this world, even when we find ourselves in the midst of suffering. Points to Note: 1. ‘The alternative to fear is to focus attention on someone else…means truly to believe that Christ, not one’s opponents, is truly in control of events.’ (Grudem pp. 152-153) 2. In addition this means that we don’t have to worry about ‘getting even’, for God will take care of that. We reverence Jesus, and we feel sorry for our opponents who are blindly and uselessly attacking something which they were never be able to destroy. 3. In the Old Testament, the expression was ‘Jehovah of hosts, him shall ye sanctify’ (Isaiah 8:13). What is ascribed to Jehovah in the O.T. is ascribed to Jesus in the New Testament, which infers His Deity (Colossians 2:9).

‘always being ready’-Christians are to be a prepared people (2 Timothy 4:2; Titus 3:1) Teaching opportunities are sadly wasted when we haven’t done our homework (Hebrews 5:12-14). This verse infers that the Bible is so clear that it can prepare every Christian to answer the objections and questions posed by unbelievers (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

‘to make a defense’-‘Defense’-‘verbal defense, speech in defense’ (Thayer p. 65); ‘an answer back’ (Robertson p. 114) (Philippians 1:7; Philippians 1:17; 2 Timothy 4:16). Which means that everything that God stands for-can be defended when questioned and even when attacked. 

‘to everyone’-No one can defeat God in a debate. Jesus’ dealing with the Pharisees (Matthew 22:1-46); and the way Jehovah responded to Job (Job 38:1-41), should teach us that much. We have the truth, and therefore we shouldn’t be intimidated by anyone’s questions or arguments. In addition, even our opponents need an answer, they also have a soul that needs to be saved.

‘who asks you’-And people will ask! It’s not as if the questions may or may not come. 

‘give an account’-‘reason’ (Vine p. 252). ‘It is significant that the words ‘defense’ and ‘account’ in the text are closely related in meaning: To everyone who asks an “account” we are to give an “account”.’ (Woods p. 98)

‘for the hope that is in you’-Points to Note: 1. The passage doesn’t say, ‘Tell people about your hope’. Rather, it says, ‘Give a reason or reasons why you have this hope in God, etc…’ 2. This demands that “reasons” exist, objective evidence exists which the Christian can point to and say, ‘This is why I believe in God’, ‘This is why I believe the Bible is the Word of God’, ‘This is why I believe Heaven exists’, ‘This is why I believe that Jesus is the Son of God.’ 3. ‘Peter must be assuming that the inward hope of Christians results in lives so noticeably different that unbelievers are prompted to ask why they are so distinctive (cf. )’ (Grudem p. 153) 4. This also demands of the Christian a good knowledge of the Word of God. ‘It is said that every citizen in Athens was expected to keep himself sufficiently informed in civic affairs to be able to participate intelligently in any discussion thereof.’ (Woods p. 98) 5. Barclay observes, ‘In a hostile and suspicious world it was, and still is, inevitable that the Christian will be called upon to defend the faith he holds….(this defense)…must be reasonable…To do so we must know what we believe; we must have thought it out; we must be able to state it intelligently…Our faith must be a first-hand discovery, and not a second-hand story…The Christian must go through the mental and spiritual toil of thinking out his faith, so that he can tell what he believes and why he believes it.’ (p. 273)

‘yet with gentleness and reverence’-ready, but not over-ready, i.e. not arrogant. ‘Gentleness’-‘an attitude free of scorn, haughtiness and bitterness.’ (Woods p. 98). ‘Reverence’-‘yet argue gently and cautiously’ (Wey); ‘in a humble and reverent manner’ (Nor). See 2 Timothy 2:24. ‘His defense must be given with gentleness. There are many people who state their beliefs with a kind of arrogant belligerence….The case for Christianity must be presented with winsomeness….His defense must be given with reverence. That is to say, any argument in which the Christian is involved must be carried on in a tone and in an atmosphere which God can hear with joy.’ (Barclay pp. 273-274) This also suggests, ‘not attempting to overpower the unbeliever with the force of human personality or aggressiveness.’ (Grudem p. 153) If we present the gospel with conviction, in a logical and reasonable fashion with persuasiveness, and humility, then we are doing our job. This verse also reveals that we aren’t given the right to abuse our audience when we present the truth to them. You don’t have to be rude or caustic in order to win people to Christ.

Verse 16
1 Peter 3:16 ‘and keep a good conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame.’

‘and keep a good conscience’-‘keep’-present tense. Points to Note: 1. No matter how good, wise, or fervent the “reason” given, if the life is inconsistent with the defense what good is it? ‘”A saint”, as someone has said, “is someone whose life makes it easier to believe in God.”’ (Barclay p. 274) 2. A good conscience is a real possibility. This means that man can observe the commands given in the Bible (1 John 5:3). People can know when they sin. And those sins can be repented of, confessed and forgiven (1 John 1:8-10). 3. In contrast, those who contend that the Bible is an insufficient guide, or that you are always going to be guilty of violating something because of ignorance, must contend that a good conscience is an impossibility.

‘so that’-Some people won’t be convinced by the truth. There have always been those who have slandered Christians and have invented the most outlandish accusations against Christianity. The way to prove them wrong, is to live a godly life. They may not be won over, but others who listen will realize that their accusations are untrue. 

‘those who revile your good behavior in Christ’-Nothing has changed. People still complain about the godly behavior of Christians. People resent our lasting marriages, obedient children, clean lifestyle, stewardship with our earthly possessions, views concerning right, wrong, sin, heaven and hell, etc…

‘may be put to shame’-‘proved to be liars’ (P.P. Comm. p. 132) Hopefully, they will be shamed to the point that they honestly admit that they also need God in their lives. That their accusations aren’t grounded in the truth, rather, they are grounded in envy, jealousy, self-pity and dishonesty (1 Peter 2:12; Matthew 5:16; Romans 12:20-21).

Verse 17
1 Peter 3:17 ‘For it is better, if God should will it so, that you suffer for doing what is right rather than for doing what is wrong.’

‘if God should will it so’-Even when we are in the midst of suffering, God is still in control. God has not forsaken us, rather, He has only permitted the suffering to happen. In addition, we also know that we are up to handling whatever God permits (1 Corinthians 10:13). In addition, we should always be aware that suffering for what is right becomes a powerful tool in bringing others to Christ. For people are always on the look out for something that will enable them to handle life even at its most difficult moments.

‘for doing what is right’-(,19-20).

The Example Of Jesus:

God gives us incentive and encouragement to face such suffering with confidence. Lest we are tempted to say, ‘Why should I suffer, when it isn’t even my fault! Why should I suffer, when I haven’t done anything wrong? Shouldn’t doing the right thing be rewarded?’ All such complaining ceases, when one remembers that Jesus suffered for our sins.

Verse 18
1 Peter 3:18 ‘For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, in order that He might bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit;’

‘For Christ’-Lest anyone think that suffering for the right thing is a vain and thankless task. Suffering for doing the right thing can accomplish much! Jesus is the ultimate example of suffering for righteousness (); being zealous for what is good (3:13); suffering for well-doing (3:17), and we are to follow in His steps (2:21-25).

‘died for sins’-For the sins of others (John 1:29; Isaiah 53:6; Isaiah 53:8; Isaiah 53:11). So let us stop complaining when we suffer because someone else abused their freewill. Jesus also suffered for the wrong and selfish choices of others! 

‘once for all’-‘used of what is so done as to be of perpetual validity and never need repetition’ (Thayer p. 54) (Hebrews 9:28 ‘so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many..’). Points to Note: 1. Jesus remains the only sacrifice for sin-in any time or in any culture (Mark 16:15-16). Christianity therefore will remain the only relevant and real way to eternal life. 2. Nothing will replace the sacrifice of Jesus. Another remedy for sin will not be found. 3. Jesus died and suffered ONCE. Thus the Lord’s Supper is not a re-sacrifice of Jesus. It is not a ‘mass’. Rather, it is a remembrance. 4. Another route or Savior will not be given for those who reject Jesus. 5. The sacrifice of Jesus doesn’t lose it’s effectiveness with the passing of time. His sacrifice is just as powerful in the 21st Century as it was in the First Century.

‘the just for the unjust’-(Romans 5:6-8). He suffered for what others had done. He had no sins of His own (2:22). We will never realize the true evil and selfishness of our own sins, until we accept the fact that the punishment Jesus endured, was the punishment we deserved. Remember those truths next time you are tempted to sin or tempted the downplay the significance of a sin.

‘in order that He might’-Notice the word “might”. There will be people who refuse God’s offer of salvation. Jesus didn’t die for a select group of people destined for salvation. Rather He died for all (1 Timothy 2:6), He died for people who might or might not accept Him.

‘bring us to God’-‘Bring’-‘to open a way of access’ (Thayer p. 543) (Romans 5:1-2; Ephesians 2:16-18; Hebrews 10:19-20). Jesus remains the only means of access to the Father (John 14:6; Acts 4:12).

‘having been put to death in the flesh’-Jesus really died on the cross. An illusion wasn’t on the cross, rather, Jesus suffered all the pain associated with being in a physical body. His death was painful and real! (John 1:14) I think that even some Christians erroneously think that being crucified wasn’t as painful for Jesus as it would be for mere humans. That isn’t true. Jesus didn’t go into some state of mental meditation which enabled detachment from His body (John 19:28).

‘but made alive in the spirit’-Points to Note: 1. What died on the cross was His body “the flesh”. By the way, note that the word “flesh” doesn’t inherently mean something that is sinful. 2. What was inside that body didn’t die, i.e. the spirit (Matthew 27:50; Luke 23:46). 3. When Jesus re-entered that body in the tomb, life returned to His physical body. ‘the spiritual nature of Christ’ (Vincent p. 656). 4. The passage is not teaching that only the ‘spirit’ of Christ was resurrected, for the spirit of Christ never died! Rather, Jesus is an eternal, self-existent spirit (Hebrews 9:14), Who can re-enter a dead physical body at will (John 10:18 ‘…I have authority to take it up again.’)

Verse 19
1 Peter 3:19 ‘in which also He went and made proclamation to the spirits now in prison’

‘in which’-Must refer back to the last statement of . ‘In which spirit’. 

Point to Note: A popular denominational view on these verses has been that they are teaching that after His death, Jesus preached to the lost souls in hell. And this preaching took place between His death and resurrection. This interpretation has been furthered by the unfortunate rendering of ‘hell’ in Acts 2:27 (KJV). First things first! The word in Acts 2:27 is ‘Hades’, not ‘Hell’. The spirit of Jesus went to Hades (Luke 23:43; Luke 16:19 ff). In addition, these verses are not talking about what Jesus did after His death, rather, they are talking about what happened during the days of Noah (3:20). 

‘also He went and made proclamation’-As Jesus had spoken through the prophets in time past (); He had long before that, spoken to Noah’s generation, through Noah (2 Peter 2:5 ‘..a preacher of righteousness’). The activity of Jesus didn’t start with the incarnation. Rather, Jesus had been serving mankind long before that. See also Ephesians 2:17. Consider John 14:18 ‘..I will come to you’. And yet it was the Holy Spirit Who came. Even though the Holy Spirit inspired the apostles (John 16:13), it is always assumed that what is being revealed comes from Jesus (1 Corinthians 14:37; Hebrews 1:2). Hence, the Holy Spirit was guiding Noah, as He would do for other prophets (1 Peter 1:20-21), and yet Jesus was the source of the information being spoken.

‘to the spirits now in prison’-Points to Note: 1. Death ends all chances to change (2 Peter 2:9 ‘keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment’; Luke 16:19 ff). 2. The unrighteous experience conscious suffering. 3. Notice the word ‘now’. When Peter wrote these people were in prison, but they were not in prison when they heard the proclamation that originated with Jesus. They were alive, and they were in the flesh. ‘the time when this preaching was done is clearly stated in the next verse’ (Woods p. 101) 4. In addition, WHO ARE THESE SPIRITS is also defined and specified. 5. The Jehovah Witnesses contend that man doesn’t have a soul or spirit. And that the word ‘spirit’ means ‘life-breath’, or something physical that keeps the body alive. Insert that definition into this passage! 

Verse 20
1 Peter 3:20 ‘who once were disobedient, when the patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah, during the construction of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through the water.’

‘who once were disobedient…in the days of Noah’-1. The ‘spirits’ mentioned in are specified. The spirits in the previous verse are not every lost soul since the Creation. Rather, they were the people alive when Noah was constructing the Ark. 2. When Jesus preached is defined. Hence, when Jesus preached to these people they were alive on the earth. When Peter wrote this letter, they were now in prison, i.e. they rejected the message that Jesus brought through Noah. 2. Notice the statement ‘once were disobedient’. Disobedience and rebellion end at death! The lost sinner isn’t allowed to engage in rebellion after he dies. Hell isn’t a place where people continue to engage in their sins. Hell isn’t a big ‘party’. And the inhabitants in hell won’t end up running hell, like inmates run a prison. 

‘disobedient’-Disobedient people end up lost! God doesn’t change His mind, God doesn’t act differently than what is stated in His revelation to mankind (Acts 17:30-31).

‘when’-‘marks distinctively the time intended by the word “once”’ (Alford p. 1654). This marks the time of their disobedience and the time when Jesus preached to them.

‘the patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah’-God gave Noah’s generation 120 years of ‘grace’ (Genesis 6:3). The flood happened after years of long-suffering and mercy. In the same way, already the Second Coming has been preceded by centuries of God’s patience (2 Peter 3:8-9). How can anyone claim that God is cruel or unfair, in view of such patience? How many of the opponents or critics of Christianity are willing to wait for justice? Wait for vindication? Wait for wrongs to be righted? Rather, how many of the same people who complain about the ‘strictness’ of the God revealed in the Bible, demand instant revenge? 

‘during the construction of the ark’-1. Noah was a real person. 2. The whole account in Genesis 6:1-22; Genesis 7:1-24; Genesis 8:1-22; Genesis 9:1-29 about the Ark and the flood is historically accurate. It isn’t a myth. And the ark didn’t represent something besides an actual ark. The flood isn’t an allegory. 3. Before we demand God to act right now! We need to think. God’s patience with sinners, also gave Noah and his family time to build the ark. God’s patience also works for our salvation and the salvation of our children.

‘in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through the water’-1. Another detail is confirmed. The man Noah in Genesis doesn’t represent a nation or something else. Rather, Noah was a real man. The story is literal. Eight people were saved, eight literal people, no more, no less (2 Peter 2:5; Genesis 7:13). This is just one of many “minor details” in the Old Testament which is confirmed as being historically accurate. 2. Jesus preached to a whole generation through Noah, and yet, Noah only influenced 7 other people! 3. How can we get discouraged, when the Church in our generation is growing much faster than the results that Noah received. 

‘safely through the water’-God can use something to accomplish two different purposes at the same time. On the one hand the water meant disaster for the disobedient. On the other hand, water meant deliverance for Noah and his family from a corrupt society. The Second Coming will mean eternal life for Christians, but it will mean eternal damnation for non-Christians.

Point to Note: Years ago someone noted the elements which contributed to Noah’s deliverance: 1. God saved Noah (2 Peter 2:5). 2. Noah was saved by his faith (Hebrews 11:7). 3. Noah was saved by God’s grace (Genesis 6:8). 4. The ark saved Noah (Hebrews 11:7). 5. Water saved Noah (1 Peter 3:20). 6. Obedience saved Noah. 7. By entering the ark, in a sense, Noah saved himself.

Verse 21
1 Peter 3:21 ‘And corresponding to that, baptism now saves you---not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience---through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,’

‘Corresponding to that’-‘Corresponding’-‘resembling another, its counter part’ (Thayer p. 51); ANTITUPOS-lit., a striking back, copy, corresponding type (Vine pp. 95-96). ‘corresponding to something that has gone before. “means baptism, which is a fulfillment (of the type) now saves you, i.e. the saving of Noah from the flood is a foreshadowing of baptism, i.e. our salvation’ (Arndt p. 76) ‘Baptism is presented as corresponding to (pre-figured by) the deliverance of Noah’s family by water.’ (Robertson p. 119). ‘Literally, “antitupos” means an impression corresponding to the “tupos”. The die, mold, or pattern makes an impression, which is the “antitupos”…Hence, the antitype is that which is left after something has been impressed by the model or mold.’ (Hamilton p. 191)

Point to Note: How can anyone argue that baptism is non-essential? Water baptism in the New Testament is the original pattern, which various Old Testament practices and events foreshadowed, i.e the flood, crossing the Red Sea (1 Corinthians 10:1-2); and the laver which the priests washed in prior to serving in the tabernacle (Exodus 30:18-20/Titus 3:5). In addition see the following passages (Mark 16:15; Acts 2:38; Acts 22:16; Ephesians 4:5 ‘one baptism’-one unimportant and optional baptism???

‘baptism’-Right here some try to argue that the baptism under consideration is Holy Spirit baptism: Points to Note: 1. But the context is ‘water’. Why would God parallel Holy Spirit baptism with an event which involved more water than any other event in human history? Is God trying to confuse us? 2. The salvation in the context is connected with water ( ‘brought safely through water.’) 3. The baptism associated with salvation is water baptism (Acts 8:36-38). 4. Holy Spirit baptism doesn’t save a person (Acts 10:44-48).

‘now saves you’-from what? Obviously from the eternal consequences of your sins (Acts 2:38). Man says that baptism has nothing to do with salvation. Why then did Jesus and the Apostles constantly link baptism with salvation, and constantly placed baptism prior to salvation? (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; Acts 22:16). Baptism doesn’t save us from hardship, suffering, persecution or trials.

Consider the parallels: 1. The waters of the flood delivered Noah from a corrupt society to a new world----water baptism brings one into a state of newness of life (Romans 6:3-5). 2. Water delivered Noah from a condemned world---baptism delivers us from condemnation (Mark 16:16). 3. The flood separated the saved from the lost---baptism is the line between lost and saved. 4. The flood wasn’t the Savior, but the instrument or means of deliverance---water baptism isn’t the Savior, rather it is the last condition prior to salvation. 

Other things are connected with salvation, and people don’t consider them to be non-essential (i.e. faith, Mark 16:16; Acts 2:21; Jesus Christ, Acts 4:12; grace, Acts 15:11; the blood of Christ, Romans 5:9; confessing Christ, Romans 10:9; the gospel message, 1 Corinthians 15:2; the love of the truth, (2 Thessalonians 2:10). ‘Most interpreters would agree that whatever element or action is specified in the above passages as necessary for being “saved” should not be omitted from the teaching of salvation. To omit any item that “saves” us would be to leave out hope, belief, grace, the blood of Christ, confessing Christ, and Jesus Himself! When therefore the Scriptures also tell us baptism “now saves you”, one is hard pressed to shrug it off as “nonessential” to salvation.’ (Oberst pp. 183-184)

‘not the removal of dirt from the flesh’-‘dirt’-filth, ‘removing of dirt from the body’ (Arndt p. 738).

Points to Note: 1. This separates water baptism from the Jewish ceremonial washings. Baptism doesn’t deal with mere external ceremonial defilement. It is not a ritual cleansing bath. 2. And this also reveals that there isn’t something magical in the water. Any sort of water can be used for baptism. Carefully note that we never find the apostles first blessing the water in which people were to be baptized. A body or pool of water by the side of road will work just fine (Acts 8:36-38). 3. Another angle on the passage, proposed by some is to view ‘dirt/filth of the flesh’ as sin. That Peter is saying, ‘baptism is not just a removal of sin, but also….’ I’m still thinking about that one.

‘but an appeal to God for a good conscience’-‘Appeal’-‘earnest seeking, i.e. a craving, an intense desire, long for something’ (Thayer p. 230); ‘primarily a question or inquiry, denotes a demand or appeal’ (Vine p. 268); ‘request, appeal, an appeal to God for a clear conscience’ (Arndt p. 285). ‘the craving for a conscience right with God’ (Gspd); ‘it means the ability to face God with a clear conscience’ (Phi). ‘is another way of saying “a request for forgiveness of sins and a new heart”. When God gives a sinner a clear conscience, that person has the assurance that every sin has been forgiven…(Hebrews 9:14; Hebrews 10:22).’ (Grudem p.163) 

Points to Note: 1. Obviously, baptism only applies to those who are old enough to personally make an appeal to God for a clear conscience! 2. Since baptism is always placed prior to forgiveness (Acts 2:38), we must reject any idea that a person can have a clear conscience prior to baptism. Hence the statement, ‘an appeal to God for a good conscience’, cannot be interpreted as meaning ‘an appeal to God made out of a good conscience’. 3. The person who wants a clear conscience realizes that baptism is the final step between them and such a condition. In addition, in being baptism one also pledges to live before God in a good conscience, i.e. to obediently conform to His laws.

‘through the resurrection of Jesus Christ’-Which gives meaning to baptism. For if Jesus wasn’t raised, then neither are we raised to newness of life following baptism (Romans 6:3-6). We can have confidence in being baptized! If God raised up Jesus, then certainly He will cleanse us from our sins when we submit to Him in the waters of baptism (Colossians 2:12-13).

Verse 22
1 Peter 3:22 ‘who is at the right hand of God, having gone into heaven, after angels and authorities and powers had been subjected to Him.’

‘who’-Jesus.

‘is at the right hand of God’-(Romans 8:34; Ephesians 1:20; Hebrews 1:3). ‘In the ancient world, to sit at the right hand of a king signified that one acted with the king’s authority and power…as an indication of Christ’s present universal authority, the finality of his completed work of redemption, and his immeasurable worthiness to receive our praise.’ (Grudem p. 165)

‘having gone into heaven’- Acts 1:11
‘after angels and authorities and powers had been subjected to Him’-Some see this verse as including both good and evil powers in the spiritual realm (Ephesians 6:12; Colossians 2:10; Colossians 2:15). 1. Jesus presently sits and reigns as King. While evil still operates (1 Peter 5:8), it cannot overpower the Christian against their will and it will only succeed as far as God permits it to succeed. 2. This last statement ties this whole context together. Christians may suffer for doing what is right, but never fear, so did Jesus. And look what suffering accomplished! And look how the Father exalted Jesus after such suffering! 

04 Chapter 4 
Introduction
Outline:

Living For The Will of God: 

Former Lifestyles: 

Judgment Upon Their Critics: 

Outline of :

Living In The Shadow Of Eternity: 

Suffer As A Christian: 

Introductory Comments:

‘The apostle had told the brethren of Asia Minor that it was better to suffer as well-doers than as evil-doers, and intimated that the dignity and power with which Christ is invested to enable Him to save His people was the reward of His sufferings (). The present chapter is thus begun with an exhortation to his readers to arm themselves with the same resolution of suffer, even death if necessary, for the gospel, which Christ also manifested when He suffered death….for that person who is firmly resolved to suffer death rather than renounce his Lord has freed himself from the dominion of sin…’(Oberst p. 191)

Verse 1
1 Peter 4:1 ‘Therefore, since Christ has suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same purpose, because he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin,’

‘Therefore’-Connecting this chapter back to the previous verses concerning the suffering of Jesus (). Peter now makes the application that this example should have on those who have been baptized and their conscience’s cleansed.

‘since Christ suffered in the flesh’-‘suffered in the body’ (TCNT); ‘endured bodily suffering’ (NEB). Points to Note: 1. The word “flesh” does not inherently mean ‘sinful flesh." 2. The suffering of Jesus was not an illusion, and another being didn’t take His place. Neither did the Divine Jesus depart from His physical body prior to the sufferings. Jesus felt and experienced all the pain that could be inflicted upon His physical body (1 Peter 3:18; Hebrews 5:7).

‘arm yourselves also’-‘provide one’s self with a thing’ (Thayer p. 449); ‘equip, arm … with the same insight’ (Arndt p. 575). ‘”Arm”…a military term that means “to arm, furnish with arms” (Thayer p. 449). This is something that we must do! Here is a choice. The language indicates that any person can adopt the mind of Christ, if they simply desire to think and act as Jesus thought. Mental preparation is needed to succeed in the Christian life. Unless we are willing to turn our mind and attitude over to God, we will fail (Philippians 4:8; Matthew 6:24).

‘with the same purpose’-‘same resolve as he’ (TCNT); ‘the same determination’(Wms); ‘the same attitude’(Nor). (Philippians 2:1-5). Points to Note: 1. ‘think as Christ did about obedience and suffering: to be convinced that it is better to do right and suffer for it than to do wrong (cf. 3:17-18).’ (Grudem p. 166) 2. The same readiness and willingness to suffer for God and His kingdom. 2. ‘We do not look for suffering, but are willing and ready, as necessary, to do so.’ (Oberst p. 194) 3. This “same purpose” involves the willingness to suffer without complaint, to endure hardship without grumbling and discouraging everyone else (1 Peter 2:20-23). 4. This “attitude” that we must adopt includes refusing to be intimidated (3:14); giving a good and sound defense (3:15); remaining optimistic and excited about our future (3:15); and refusing to blame God! 5. What a noble incentive for serving God faithfully! We can have God’s attitude! (Isaiah 55:8-9)

‘because’-further motivation.

‘he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin’-Points to Note: 1. Does ‘he’ apply to Jesus or Christians? I believe we must apply it to Christians, because the phrase ‘ceased from sin’ doesn’t fit with someone who never did sin (). In addition, we have ‘cessation from sin’ in the following verses (4:2). I guess one could argue that Jesus ‘ceased from sin’ in the sense that ‘He is done dealing with it’, i.e. He offered Himself once for sins. “he has done with sin” (Arndt 638). But that really isn’t completely true. For Jesus continues to make intercession for sinners (Hebrews 7:25). 2. The following comments are very insightful on the above expression: ‘As a general statement, without qualification, this would not be true, for there are many people who have suffered physically and yet still sin very much. Nor is Peter simply saying that physical suffering somehow purifies and strengthens people---it strengthens some (Romans 5:3-5; James 1:2-4), but others become rebellious toward God and embittered. Rather, we must read the sentence in the light of the theme of suffering for doing right which is found in the preceding context (3:14; 16-18). The kind of suffering in the flesh which Peter means is defined by 3:17: “For it is better to suffer for doing right, if that should be God’s will, than for doing wrong.”….The phrase has ceased from sin cannot mean “no longer sins at all”, for certainly that is not true of everyone who has been willing to suffer for doing right…(1 John 1:8). It rather means “has made a clear break from sin”, “has most definitely acted in a way which shows that obeying God, not avoiding hardship, is the most important motivation for his or her action”. Thus, following through with a decision to obey God even when it will mean physical suffering has a morally strengthening effect on our lives: it commits us more firmly than ever before to a pattern of action where obedience is even more important than our desire to avoid pain.’ (Grudem pp. 166-167)

The ‘sin’ in this verse must be the rule, bondage, habit and practice of sin (1 John 3:6; Romans 6:7; Romans 6:18). 

Verse 2
1 Peter 4:2 ‘so as to live the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for the lusts of men, but for the will of God.’

‘so as to live’-‘Peter now explains “ceasing from sin” in more detail. It is for the purpose of living a life governed not by human feelings but by God’s will.’ (Grudem p. 167) Carefully note that suffering, persecution, trials etc…are not excuses for falling into sin. ‘Rather, such times grant to us opportunity for spiritual growth and development. Observe that person who has learned how to keep a strong grip on the Savior in time of great stress and difficulty…’ (Oberst p. 195)

‘live’-i.e. practice, habit, lifestyle, daily living.

‘the rest of the time in the flesh’-Thus the statement, ‘suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin’, does not refer to when a Christian dies. The person who has suffered in the flesh, continues to live in the flesh. Points to Note: 1. Being in the physical body isn’t a handicap in resisting temptation or living for God. 2. Our body isn’t our worst enemy, rather sin is something that starts in our thoughts (Mark 7:20-23). 

‘no longer for the lusts of men’-Which presents no middle ground between ‘lusts’ and the ‘will of God’. We are either living a sinful lifestyle or we are living for God (Romans 6:13-16; Matthew 6:24). One is always living for something or someone. There is no neutral ground between ‘sin’ and ‘God’. Even Cornelius, a good moral person, found himself in sin and lost (Acts 11:13-14). 

‘lusts of men’-‘guided not by human passions’ (TCNT). This includes living for self, avoiding pain at all costs, placing momentary physical, emotional or mental comfort as a higher priority than serving God.

‘but for the will of God.’-Even during trials and hardship, the ‘will of God’ is still an absolute standard for the Christian. Points to Note: 1. Which means that God’s will must be clear and understandable. For we are commanded to live by it. 2. Truth isn’t situational or cultural. Sin remains sin, even when doing the right thing might mean forfeiting your life (Revelation 2:10). 3. Breaking from the bondage of sin means so identifying with the will of God, that God’s desire comes your desire. That serving God becomes stronger than the will for momentary comfort or the will to live on in the flesh. See Galatians 2:20; 2 Corinthians 5:14.

Verse 3
1 Peter 4:3 ‘For the time already past is sufficient for you to have carried out the desire of the Gentiles, having pursued a course of sensuality, lusts, drunkenness, carousals, drinking parties and abominable idolatries.’

‘For the time already past is sufficient’-‘You have spent time enough in the past’ (Gspd); ‘Surely in the past you have spent time enough’ (TCNT). “Sufficient”-enough, adequate (Arndt p. 107). Points to Note: 1. Whatever amount of time one has spent in sin---that is enough time. You don’t owe the devil anything! 2. Here is the verse for the person who says, ‘I’m not ready to become a Christian, because I haven’t had enough fun yet..’ 3. Also a great Scripture for the Christian who might be toying with the idea of having one last ‘hurrah’.

‘to have carried out the desire of the Gentiles’-‘in doing as the heathen like to do’ (Gspd); ‘living as the Gentiles delight to live’ (TCNT). Points to Note: 1. There is another ‘will’ that is opposed to God’s will, the will or desire of the Gentiles. In other words, the way of the world, the cultural values of societies which have turned their backs on God (1 John 2:15). 2. This suggests that many of these members came from a Gentile background.

‘having pursued a course’-‘having walked or gone’ (Robertson p. 122); ‘conduct oneself, live’ (Arndt p. 692)

‘sensuality’-‘unbridled lust, excess…as filthy words, indecent bodily movements, unchaste handling of males and females’ (Thayer p. 79); ‘absence of restraint, indecency’ (Vine p. 310) ‘living without regard for moral restraint, especially in giving oneself over to acts of sexual immorality or acts of physical violence (Galatians 5:19; Ephesians 4:19; 2 Peter 2:7).’ (Grudem p. 168)

‘lusts’-‘lustful desires’ (Wms). Impure thoughts (Matthew 7:21-23). Hence the importance of guarding the heart or mind (Proverbs 4:23; Philippians 4:8; 1 Peter 1:13).

‘drunkenness’-‘getting drunk’ (Tay). ‘to teem with abundance, to boil over or bubble up, overflow, the excessive, insatiate desire for drink’ (Vincent p. 659) Where there is an abundance of wine.

‘carousals’-‘excessive feasting’ (Arndt p. 461). ‘Feasts, drinking parties that are protracted long till late at night and overflow into the streets.’ (Thayer p. 367) (Romans 13:13; Galatians 5:21). ‘Trench states that this word contained both an element of riot and revelry. ‘Komos’ was often used of the company of revelers themselves, always a festal and disorderly company, but not necessarily riotous or drunken. Still, he says, the word generally implies as much…Certainly it is not difficult to find similar acts in our society today. Late-night social events of the world are frequently concluded in a similar fashion, be they parties, dances, or……’ (Oberst p. 197)

‘drinking parties’-‘a drinking bout’ (Vine p. 170). ‘A drinking party’ (Arndt p. 696). ‘a drinking together, drinking-bout….This word would also be descriptive of a couple or group who competed against one another to see who could drink the most.’ (Oberst pp. 197-198)

Point to Note: 

‘the New Testament, by its employment of various terms, seems to imply that drunkenness is progressive and hence, a matter of degree. For example, “methuo” signifies to be drunk with wine, while a related verb, “methusko”, means to grow drunk. The noun “methe” suggests habitual intoxication….In 1 Peter 4:3, three terms are used to depict states of drunkenness or conditions associated therewith….”Winebiddings” (drunkenness) is a drunkenness that marks a step in advance of “methe”….”Revellings”-denotes conduct that is…..consequences of drunkenness…and “carousings”…is a drinking bout, the banquet, …not of necessity excessive…,but giving opportunity for excess.’ (Does The New Testament Justify Social Drinking? Wayne Jackson)

Observations Concerning ‘Social Drinking’:

1. Drunkenness is a progressive state: Ephesians 5:18 ‘And do not get drunk with wine’: ‘Signifies to make drunk, or to grow drunk (an inceptive verb, marking the process of the drunken state).’ (Vine p. 341) Thus Paul is saying, ‘don’t even start the process.’ 2. Our present day ‘wines’ are not the ‘wines’ that existed in biblical times. The alcoholic content of ancient wine was considerably lower than that of modern wine. All wine in ancient times was light wine, i.e. not fortified with extra alcohol. In addition, such light wines were then diluted with water. The ration was often three parts water to one part wine. The wines that we encounter today, would be considered “strong drink” in biblical terms. Albert Barnes pointed out, ‘the man who drinks two glasses of most of the wines used has taken as much alcohol as if he had taken one glass of brandy or whisky, and why should he not as well drink the alcohol in the brandy as in the wine?’ (Notes on the New Testament. John 2:11). 3. I read recently that ancient wine (fermented) was about 6% alcohol, and then when mixed with water was about 1.1%. In practical terms: A person in ancient times, drinking such a beverage would have to drink over 22 glasses to equal the person who has two martini’s. 4. Hence when people argue that they only have a glass of wine or a couple of glasses at a meal, in reality (or in biblical terms) they have consumed many more glasses. 5. And I recently read an article which stated, ‘connoisseurs of wine---are quick to point out that moderate amounts of wine can help your heart by lowering cholesterol levels in your blood. Now grape juice lovers can make a similar claim.’ 

‘abominable idolatries’-“Abominable”-‘contrary to law and justice, prohibited by law’ (Thayer p. 13). ‘divinely unlawful; lawless, profane, ungodly.’ (Oberst p. 198). ‘lawless acts of idol worship.’ (Grudem p. 169). 1. After the persecution instituted by Nero, Christianity became an illegal religion. In contrast, God labels every non-Christian religion as worship which is contrary to the law of God. 2. ‘Family religious celebrations, guild feasts (the official meeting of trade guilds), and civic festal days might all include such things’ taking place in the temples of the various divinities…’ (Davids p. 151) 3. This also probably includes the various sinful activities which were often associated with the worship of idols. 4. Christians need to realize that idolatry isn’t a thing of the past even in our Western Culture. 

Verse 4
1 Peter 4:4 ‘And in all this, they are surprised that you do not run with them into the same excess of dissipation, and they malign you;’

‘And in all this’-‘Such behavior was part of the normal life of these Christians before their conversion.’ (Grudem p. 169)

‘they are surprised’-‘They’-their non-Christians neighbors and former drinking partners. ‘Surprised’-‘they looked with astonishment on the refusal of Christians to participate with them, considering them anti-social, unfriendly, and bigoted.’ (Woods p. 109). ‘surprised, astonished, be shocked’ (Thayer p. 432). 1. Some will be impressed by the changed lives of these Christians, but others will be shocked. 2. Some people become very uncomfortable when you obey God, because suddenly your changed life removes many of their excuses for not obeying God. In addition, the improvement in your life only highlights what is wrong in their lives. 3. A certain segment in the world has always misunderstood the Christian (Acts 17:20).

‘that you do not run with them’-‘run’-‘to rush with, plunge’ (Thayer p. 606). ‘”Run” denotes more than mere association; it indicates eagerness of participation-running with the crowd.’ (Woods p. 109) 1. ‘The phrase…is literally “running with them”, an expression which vividly reflects the frenetic pace of their continually disappointing search for true pleasure…..’ (Grudem p. 169) 2. ‘Run’, suggests that these Christians had formerly been deeply involved in such things. They hadn’t merely been flirting with the previous sins.

‘same excess of dissipation’-‘Excess’-‘overflowing, pouring out’ (Thayer p. 43). ‘The idea is that these people are unrestrained and therefore engage in a full stream or flood of reprehensible behavior.’ (Hamilton p. 217) ‘Dissipation’-‘an abandoned, dissolute life’ (Thayer p. 82). ‘It means that lost state in which a man is given up to self-indulgence, and saves neither reputation, earthly position, nor his soul.’ (P.P. Comm. p. 171) ‘ refers to uncontrolled indulgence in the seeking of pleasure (the same word is used in Ephesians 5:18, and the related adverb is used of the “loose living” of the prodigal son in Luke 15:13…..it suggests wastefulness, perhaps of both money and of life. The whole picture is one of people rushing headlong toward destruction.’ (Grudem p. 169) ‘violent wasting of life’ (Bas). ‘indicating an empty life-style devoid of salvation or wholeness.’ (Davids p. 152) ‘The waster of his goods will be very often a waster of everything besides, will lay waste himself---his time, his faculties, his powers…’ (Oberst p. 199)

Point to Note: The Christian doesn’t miss out---it is rather the sinner who will waste many valuable things in their life. Sin will cause you to waste youth, talents, intellect, potential, money, time with your mate, parents and children. Next time you see people passing up valuable opportunities to make a good impression upon their children, or to do something that would really improve their marriage, you are witnessing a life that is in the process of being wasted.

‘and they malign you’-‘to speak reproachfully, rail at, revile, accuse falsely and maliciously.’ (Oberst p. 199). Points to Note: 1. When people really don’t have an argument, they often resort to verbal abuse and slander. 2. ‘Why did this happen? No doubt because silent non-participation in sin often implies condemnation of that sin, and rather than change their ways unbelievers will slander those who have pained their consciences, or justify their own immorality by spreading rumors that the “righteous” Christians are immoral as well.’ (Grudem p. 170) 3. This tactic is still used. Homosexual activists claim that Christians lack a real love for their neighbors. Pro-abortion forces claim that Christians wouldn’t lift a finger to help a pregnant teenager, nor would they even think about adopting the “unwanted” children. And the list goes on and on, ‘all Christians are hypocrites’, ‘people outside the church are more honest that the church-goers’. And it is easy for teenagers who are hurting to become convinced that the previous assertions are true. I remember that a common temptation in High School was to believe that the group of kids that drank and smoke were more “real” (more honest, down to earth, they wouldn’t reject you, but rather would stand beside you through thick and thin) than the kids that were living upright lives. 

Verse 5
1 Peter 4:5 ‘but they shall give account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead.’

‘but they’-Those who are spreading slander against Christians.

‘shall give account to Him’-(2 Corinthians 5:10). Even Christians can at times fall into the trap of trying to downplay the false accusations brought against them. We might say, ‘That former friend is just upset, they really didn’t mean what they were saying.’ But God doesn’t ignore such things. People, yes even hurting people, and people in miserable situations will answer to God for the evil things that they chose to speak (Jude 1:15). The fact that our former friends might be frustrated, depressed or just plain miserable, doesn’t give them the moral right to speak against God’s people. All men are accountable to God.

‘Him who is ready to judge’-‘Him’-Jesus (John ;28-29; Acts 17:30-31). ‘Ready to judge’-‘suggests the possibility that judgment could come suddenly, without warning.’ (Grudem p. 170)

‘the living and the dead’-‘a statement which clearly implies that death will not enable anyone to escape judgment, but that all people will consciously stand before God on that day.’ (Grudem p. 170) Points to Note: 1. It also infers that man survives the death of the body, that man does have a soul. If the dead will be judged, then obviously the dead haven’t been annihilated. 2. This also infers that Jesus will judge all men. The presently living and the presently dead (2 Corinthians 5:10). Whether alive or in the tomb, all will answer to God.

Point to Note: Especially for our young people, these verses should give them strength and comfort. Those who pick on them at school will answer to God. Hence, don’t feel sorry for yourself-feel sorry for them! They must answer, not to their parents, the teacher or the principal, but rather, they must answer to God. You don’t have to retaliate, because God is keeping track of all the hurtful things which are being said about you. Learn to entrust the whole situation to God (). And ask yourself, if you find yourself tempted to envy them. In view of 4:5, would you rather be in your shoes or their shoes?

Verse 6
1 Peter 4:6 ‘For the gospel has for this purpose been preached even to those who are dead, that though they are judged in the flesh as men, they may live in the spirit according to the will of God.’

‘For the gospel has for this purpose’-‘This’-refers back to the previous verse and probably refers to the final judgment which is mentioned. The gospel has been preached because there is coming a final reckoning with God and God desires that all would be given a chance to repent (2 Peter 3:9-10).

‘been preached even to those who are dead’-The ‘dead’ mentioned in the previous verse applies to those who are physically dead. And in view of the last statement in the verse, ‘may live in the spirit according to the will of God’, the dead applies to those who had previously heard the gospel and obeyed it when alive, but were presently dead. 1. Obeying the gospel doesn’t keep you from dying, and neither does it keep you from dying at the hands of persecutors. 2. Often the opponents of Christianity will scoff at the faithfulness and sacrifices made by Christians, because all such hard work doesn’t keep the Christian from growing old, contracting diseases or eventually dying. To ignorant individuals, this is taken as proof that God doesn’t exist or that Christianity isn’t the “way” to God.

‘they are judged in the flesh as men’-A couple of ideas can be taken from this statement: 1. Even Christians suffer the judgment that comes upon all flesh, i.e. physical death. 2. The expression ‘judged in the flesh as men’, can also be translated, ‘according to the way men are judged’. 3. Some see this expression as referring to the human judgments given in . Men are judged based on their response to the gospel (while in the flesh), by both men and God. ‘Men upon seeing their response condemn and penalize them will vilification, abuse, and reviling, even to the point of possibly putting some of them to death. Both men and God render a judgment on what Christians do….’ (Hamilton pp. 221-222) ‘While they lived they too were subjected to the evil speaking which Peter’s readers were then suffering; and they, although judged and condemned by ‘men in the flesh’ because of their faithfulness and fidelity to the cause lived according to God in the spirit…’(Woods p. 110)

‘they may live in the spirit according to the will of God’-‘spirit’-‘Since spirit is without the definite article in the Greek text, it could be translated “in the spiritual realm”…’(Grudem p. 171). 1. These Christians may have been worried about Christians who had died (1 Thessalonians 4:13). And we are assured that Christians who die, are none the less living and are enjoying the blessings in the spiritual realm (Luke 16:25). 2. What men do to Christians and what men falsely say about Christians, has no impact in relation to how God lives them. Men cannot touch the soul (Matthew 10:28).

Point to Note:

One view of these passages has been that this verse means that the gospel was preached to people after they died, giving them a “second chance” to repent and believe the gospel. ‘But such a meaning does not fit the context: what kind of warning would it be to say that God is ready to judge people for wickedness (v.5) and then add that it really does not matter much what they do in this life for there will be a second chance for them to be saved after they die? Moreover, it could hardly encourage Peter’s persecuted readers to persevere as Christians in the hard path of obedience if the easy road to debauchery could all be renounced and forgiven after they died.’ (Grudem p. 172) In addition, many other passages would contradict such a concept (Luke 16:26; Hebrews 9:26-28; Matthew 25:10-13).

Verse 7
1 Peter 4:7 ‘The end of all things is at hand; therefore, be of sound judgment and sober spirit for the purpose of prayer.’

‘The end of all things is at hand’-‘End’-‘termination, the limit’ (Thayer p. 619); ‘in the sense of termination, cessation’ (Arndt p. 811); ‘the final issue or result of a state or process’ (Vine p. 26-27)

Point to Note: The question has been what “end” is under consideration in the above verses? 1. Some say Peter is speaking about the destruction of Jerusalem. ‘It should be remembered that these words of the apostle were written on the eve of the destruction of the Jewish state. Already terminated as a system of acceptable worship, its forms and ceremonies had persisted through the efforts of unbelieving Jews…Soon the temple, the Levitical system, and the Jewish economy were to perish…Aware that Christianity had its origin with a Jew---Christ-the persecutors of the Jews would not distinguish between them and Christians. It was inevitable that they should suffer in consequence of the doom soon to befall the Jewish state.’ (Woods pp. 111-112) While this is a good explanation, a couple of things concerning this view don’t completely fit. (a) The context is dealing with the final judgment (). (b) Many of these Christians weren’t of Jewish ancestry (2:10; 4:1-4), and they were located far from Jerusalem.

The other view is that the “end” mentioned in this verse is the second coming. But that immediately brings us to the next word. How can Peter say that the ‘end is at hand’ in the First Century and yet almost 2000 years later the ‘end’ still hasn’t arrived?

‘is at hand’-‘draw or come near, come nigh’ (Thayer p. 164); ‘lit., has come near’ (Vincent p. 662); ‘approach, come near’ (Arndt p. 213). The word is used elsewhere of things that were soon to happen (Matthew 26:45; Luke 22:1 ‘was approaching’; Matthew 3:2). 

Points to Note: 1. And yet the word seems to be used in other contexts which refer to the Second Coming (Romans 13:11-12; James 5:8). 2. It is clear that the apostles understood that certain things had to happen before Jesus arrived (2 Thessalonians 2:2-5) Thus we must reject the view which states that the apostles believed that Jesus would return during their lifetime. If this expression refers to the Second Coming, then in this passage ‘at hand’ must mean something like, ‘is approaching’. Grudem writes, ‘means that all the major events in God’s plan of redemption have occurred, and now all things are ready for Christ to return….all the previous acts in the drama of redemption have been completed---creation, fall, the calling of Abraham, the exodus from Egypt, the kingdom of Israel, the exile in Babylon and the return, the birth of Christ, his life, death and resurrection, his ascension into heaven, and the pouring out of the Holy Spirit to establish the church…All things are ready: the end of all things (the “goal” to which “all” these events have been leading) is at hand.’ (p. 173) Hamilton devotes a tremendous amount of space researching the background and usage of the phrase translated ‘at hand’. He properly notes that if you lean with the destruction of Jerusalem view, then you must take a limited meaning for the phrase “all things”. If you lean with the Second Coming view, then the phrase “at hand” means something that is drawing near and approaching. 

‘therefore’-Christians living on the edge of eternity, which is also true during times of persecution. For physical death also ushers one into eternity as well as the Second Coming. Living on the edge means living a life dedicated to God.

‘be of sound judgment’-‘reasonable, sensible, serious, keep one’s head’ (Arndt p. 802). ‘serious and collected’ (Gspd). ‘Steady then, keep cool and pray’ (Mof). ‘thinking about and evaluating situations maturely and correctly’ (Grudem p. 173) ‘The great characteristic of sanity is that it sees things in their proper proportions; it sees what things are important and what things are not important; it is not swept away by sudden and capricious and transitory enthusiasms; it is prone neither to unbalanced fanaticism nor to unrealizing indifference.’ (Barclay p. 298) 1. This is not a time to slip into self-pity or self-indulgence. 2. Neither is it a time to panic or give up. 3. Diligent effort is needed, not carelessness.

‘and sober spirit’-‘calm, collected in spirit, circumspect’ (Thayer p. 425); ‘well balanced, self-controlled’ (Arndt p. 538); ‘thoughtful men of prayer’ (Tay). 

Point to Note: Compare this instruction with the practices of modern religious groups who claim that they know when Jesus is coming. In view of persecution, possible death or the Second Coming, the New Testament never instructs Christians to sell all their possessions, live in a commune, find an isolated location in which to dwell or depart from society.

‘for the purpose of prayer’-lit., prayers, whether public or private. ‘not the prayer based on daydreams and unreality, nor the prayer based on surprised desperation, but the prayer that calls upon and submits to God …for proper prayer is not an “opiate” or escape, but rather a function of clear vision ….It is only through clear communication with headquarters that a soldier can effectively stand guard.’ (Davids pp. 156-157) The Christian isn’t given the right to ‘panic’. This verse also reveals that spiritual alertness and mental calmness are necessary for our prayers to be effective. (Ephesians 6:18) ‘When a man’s mind is unbalanced, when he lets his own prejudices run away with him, when his approach to life is frivolous and selfish and irresponsible, he obviously cannot pray as he ought…We only learn to pray when we take life so wisely and so seriously that we begin to say in all things: “Thy will be done”.’ (Barclay p. 299)

Verse 8
1 Peter 4:8 ‘Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins’.

‘Above all’-‘before all things’ (P.P. Comm. p. 172). ‘The phrase does not intend to put love above prayer or being clear-headed, but alerts the reader that what follows is a significantly different topic and underlines love as the most important part of the following four verses.’ (Davids p. 157)

‘keep fervent in your love’-‘Keep fervent’-‘present active…stretched out’ (Robertson p. 124). ‘intent, earnest’ (Thayer p. 200); ‘have intense and unfailing love for one another’ (Amp). (1 Peter 1:22). The love among Christians must be intense (John 13:34; 1 John 3:16). ‘unity with and practical care for other Christians is not seen as an optional extra, but as a central part of the faith…Thus when applied in situations such as this it means not to slack off on love, to keep it going at full force, to be earnest about it.’ (Davids p. 157) A congregation can slack off on love (Revelation 2:4-5). Such love is essential! Persecution and difficult times can create problems among a group of people that isn’t close knit. Christians at times fail to remember that it is us against the world. The only place to which we can really turn for comfort and support are fellow-members of the body of Christ. We must display to the world a strong love for our brethren, for the world is watching! (John 13:34-35). Who wants to join a group that is bickering? Carefully note that such an intense love is a matter of choice! We do determine how loving the congregation in which we are members becomes!

‘because’-The reason why fervent love is essential.

‘love covers a multitude of sins’-‘love throws a veil over countless sins’ (TCNT). (Proverbs 10:12). ‘Covers’-‘not to regard or impute them, i.e. to pardon them’ (Thayer p. 323).

Points to Note: 1. Carefully note that love doesn’t ignore or downplay sins (Matthew 18:15). 2. Rather, love isn’t always looking for sin: ‘But where love is lacking, every word is viewed with suspicion, every action is liable to misunderstanding, and conflicts abound---to Satan’s perverse delight…’ (Grudem pp. 173-174) 3. ‘He is not advocating the ignoring of sin. However, one who is truly, genuinely interested in the welfare of others can see beyond those persons’ sins to the doing of good to them in harmony with the will of God (cf. 1 Corinthians 13:4-7). …love is able to rise above being wronged and work to the welfare of the sinner.’ (Hamilton p. 239) 4. Love will truly forgive when repentance happens. 4. Fervent love among Christian can prevent future sins from happening, i.e. sins caused by bitterness, strife and envy. 5. Love will give the sinner a chance to repent (Matthew 18:15) and love will also pursue the sinner (Galatians 6:1). 6. When we have intense love for brethren, we will want to forgive, we will stand ready to forgive.

Verse 9
1 Peter 4:9 ‘Be hospitable to one another without complaint.’

‘Be hospitable’-(Romans 12:13; Hebrews 13:2; 1 Timothy 3:2; Titus 1;8; 3 John 1:5)

‘one another’-That is to other Christians.

‘without complaint’-‘displeasure, complaining (more privately than public).’ (Vine p. 93); ‘displeasure expressed in murmuring’ (Arndt p. 164). ‘without resenting the time and expense which may be involved.’ (Grudem p. 174)

Points to Note: 1. Earnest love will find a practical way to express itself. 2. ‘The provision of hospitality was important because of both the limited means of many Christians and the questionable character of such public places as there were to stay in…Thus Peter does not simply call for hospitality…but for it to be offered “ungrudgingly”…aptly captures the quiet “I don’t know why we get all the travelers” or “I wish Paul would move on” whispered in a corner to a spouse when a family was in short rations or its housing cramped due to a visitor. Peter urges the Christians to a level of love that would transcend such negative attitudes; he knows there will be sacrifice, but wants it made with a willing and cheerful heart (cf. 2 Corinthians 8:1-24; 2 Corinthians 9:1-15).’ (Davids p. 159) 3. The inns in the First Century were often dirty, places of immorality, gambling and danger. Inn-keepers were often untruthful, dishonest and oppressive. ‘Rooms are not furnished, the traveler must carry his own bedding, provisions, and cooking utensils. Where wild noise and games of chance were indulged in by those who wasted their substance by riotous living.’ (Sketches Of Jewish Social Life. Edersheim p. 50)

Verse 10
1 Peter 4:10 ‘As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.’

‘As each one has received a special gift’-‘Special’-‘originally something freely given: a gift of grace’ (Vincent p. 662). The word rendered “special gift” is used other places to apply to spiritual gifts (1 Corinthians 12:4; 1 Corinthians 12:9; 1 Corinthians 12:28; 1 Corinthians 12:30-31). But it is also used for natural abilities and talents (Romans 12:6-8). Points to Note: 1. Every Christian has at least one talent! 2. Even our natural abilities are manifestations of God’s grace. Concerning the phrase “special gift”, Thayer notes, ‘gift of grace, a favor which one receives without any merit of his own’ (p. 667). 3. We are responsible for the talents which God has given us (Matthew 25:14). What are you doing or not doing with your talents?

‘employ it in serving one another’-‘present active’ (Robertson p. 125). God expects Christians to use their natural abilities to help their brethren and spread the gospel. It is not enough to use such abilities to make a living. They must also be used for others. The same rule applies to spiritual gifts (1 Corinthians 14:5 ‘….so that the church may receive edifying’; 12 ‘seek to abound for the edification of the church.’).

‘as good stewards of the manifold grace of God’-‘good administrators of God’s varied grace’ (Arndt p. 560); ‘good trustees of God’s many-sided favour’ (Wms); ‘efficient stewards of God’s varied grace’ (Mof). (Matthew 25:23; 1 Corinthians 4:2; 1 Timothy 4:6). Points to Note: 1. Good stewards will use their talents efficiently and regularly. 2. Each spiritual gift and even each natural ability are manifestations of God’s grace. ‘the grace of God that manifests itself in various ways’ (Arndt p. 683) 2. ‘The Christian must always be under the conviction that nothing he possesses of material goods or personal qualities is his own; that everything he possesses belongs to God; that he must ever use what he has in the interests of God, as God would use it.’ (Barclay p. 303)

An Example Of Using Our Talents:

Verse 11
1 Peter 4:11 ‘Whoever speaks, let him speak, as it were, the utterances of God; whoever serves, let him do so as by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.’

‘Whoever speaks’-‘Whoever as a Christian engages in speaking about the Lord..’ (Hamilton p. 245)

‘let him speak, as it were, the utterances of God’-‘let him speak as one who is delivering the oracles of God’ (TCNT); ‘he must preach as one who utters the words of God’ (Mof). ‘It means rather “with the seriousness of purpose which one would use if one were speaking God’s words”’. (Grudem p. 176) ‘As’-‘like as, even as, according as, in the same manner as’ (Thayer p. 680). ‘Utterances’-‘Divine response’ (Acts 7:38; Romans 3:2; Hebrews 5:12).

Points to Note: 1. When a person assumes the task of teaching or preaching, that person must limit the instruction to what the Word of God states. 2. In the work of teaching and preaching there is no room for speculation or human opinion. 3. Intellect and rhetorical skills are not a substitute for preaching the Word (2 Timothy 4:2; 1 Corinthians 2:4). 4. The phrase “as it were” would indicate that this verse governs the actions of non-inspired teachers and preachers. Which means that a non-inspired person can study the Bible and present the truth fully and accurately (2 Timothy 2:15). 5. The truth wasn’t lost with the cessation of inspired speakers.

We must reject the excuse that every preacher is just preaching his opinion. 6. Seeing that every Christian who is teaching is to speak as if God were speaking through them, proves that we can all understand the Bible alike.

‘whoever serves, let him do so as by the strength which God supplies’-‘Strength’-ability, might, force. ‘let him do so in reliance on the strength which God supplies’ (TCNT). ‘Supplies’-present tense. ‘furnish abundantly’ (Thayer p. 670) Points to Note: 1. ‘”When you are engaged in Christian service, you must not do it or give it as if you were conferring a personal favor, or distributing bounty from your own store, but in the consciousness that what you give, you first received from God.” Such an attitude preserves the giver from all pride and the gift from all humiliation.’ (Barclay p. 304) 2. The word ‘supplies’, originally meant: ‘To furnish the chorus at one’s own expense; to procure and supply all things necessary to fit out the chorus…then generally to defray the expenses of something.’ (Thayer p. 670/Arndt p. 892) 3. The verse reminds Christians that the success of Christianity isn’t totally upon our shoulders. This isn’t a human movement that rises or falls with human zeal and human effort. God is our supplier! (Ephesians 6:10)

‘so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ’-‘in all things so act as that the glory may be God’s through Jesus Christ’ (NEB). ‘The aim of everything is that God should be glorified. The preaching is not done to display the preacher, but to bring men face to face with God.’ (Barclay p. 304) (1 Corinthians 10:31; Colossians 3:17; Matthew 5:16) If one follows the instructions in 4:7-11, then God will be glorified. Glorying God doesn’t happen by accident and we are not left wondering how we can glorify God in our lives.

‘to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen’-‘to whom’-the last person mentioned is Jesus Christ. ‘Amen’-‘so let it be, truly’ (Arndt p. 45); ‘may it be fulfilled’ (Thayer p. 32). (Romans 16:27; Ephesians 3:21; Philippians 4:20; 1 Timothy 1:17; 1 Timothy 6:16; Hebrews 13:21; 2 Peter 3:18; Jude 1:25; Revelation 1:6; Revelation 5:13; 1 Peter 5:11).

Suffering As A Christian:

Verse 12
1 Peter 4:12 ‘Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you;’

‘do not be surprised’-‘present active, “be not amazed”.’ (Robertson p. 126). ‘Surprised, astonished, shocked’ (Thayer p. 432). ‘In the nature of things persecution must have been a much more daunting experience for Gentiles than it was for Jews. The average Gentile had little experience of it; but the Jews have always been the most persecuted people upon earth; persecution has been part of their heritage.’ (Barclay p. 305) Suffering for doing the right thing should never be viewed as a “strange thing”. The Bible is filled with examples of righteous men and women who suffered for serving God (Hebrews 11:1-40). Jesus said plenty about such suffering (Matthew 5:11-12; Matthew 10:34; Mark 13:9-13; John 15:18-20).

‘at the fiery ordeal among you’-‘lit., burning, in its later use, smelting, trying metal by fire’ (Alford p. 1662). Denotes grievous persecution (Macknight p. 494) ‘trying, severe, and difficult trials. Fire is painful, but fire is also necessary in the refining process.’ (Oberst p. 211) (Psalms 66:10; Proverbs 27:21; 1 Peter 1:6-7).

Points to Note: 1. ‘Unlike the Jews who had for generations been a foreign and culturally distinct minority…..these Gentile converts had no experience of being a cultural minority. Before their conversion they were perfectly at home in their city. And instead of rebelling against God they had accepted the gospel message. But now they were experiencing cultural isolation and personal hostility….Well might they have wondered if something had not gone wrong.’ (Davids p. 164). 2. These Christians had already suffered (), but it appears that such suffering would become intensified. 

‘which comes upon you for your testing’-‘Comes’-‘present middle, already coming’ (Robertson p. 126); ‘the present participles imply that the persecution was already beginning.’ (P.P. Comm. p. 174). 1. Far from giving us an excuse to be unfaithful, trials test the genuineness of our faith (1 Peter 1:6-7). Anyone can look spiritual during the good times. Contrary to popular opinion, how we react under stress is the real us and not an abnormal or fluke reaction. See Genesis 22:16-18. ‘the trial of man’s fidelity, integrity, virtue, constancy, etc…’ (Thayer p. 498)

‘as though some strange thing were happening to you’-‘as though something unheard of were happening to you’ (Arndt p. 548); ‘as though this were some abnormal experience’ (Phi). (Matthew 16:22; Acts 14:22; 2 Timothy 3:12). Points to Note: 1. God allows suffering to happen, because the benefits far exceed the pain. To have your faith tested is of eternal benefit. 2. Far better to make corrections now, then to be surprised at the judgment day. 3. In view of such passages we need to watch what we say when suffering comes. Let us not speak like the world, or act like an unbeliever and say, ‘Why me?’ 

Verse 13
1 Peter 4:13 ‘but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing; so that also at the revelation of His glory, you may rejoice with exultation.’

‘but to the degree’-‘No, in the degree that you share in the sufferings of Christ’ (Wey)

‘that you share the sufferings of Christ’-‘Share’-‘have a share in, take part in’ (Vine p. 162). ‘Sufferings of Christ’-The expression doesn’t mean that Jesus left something undone. Rather, it means suffering for His cause, suffering for righteousness (). 

Points to Note: 1. This is a different perspective on suffering. Suffering isn’t something strange, rather it is a privilege and not a penalty. God actually will allow me to suffer for His cause (Romans 8:17; Philippians 3:10; 2 Timothy 3:11). 2. ‘We cannot return to the hill of Calvary and agonize with our Lord there.’ (Oberst p. 212). Yet, I can have fellowship with Him in suffering.

‘keep on rejoicing’-‘Instead of being thrown off balance by trials…”In so far as you are sharing Christ’s suffering, keep on rejoicing.” It is amazing to think that increased sufferings seem only to increase the believer’s joy in the Lord.’ (Grudem p. 178). First Century Christians rejoiced when suffering (Acts 5:41; Acts 16:25; Romans 5:3; Colossians 1:24; Hebrews 10:34). Walking in His steps includes enduring persecution (1 Peter 2:21)

‘so that also at the revelation of His glory’-‘when the time comes for the manifestation of his Glory’ (TCNT). ‘At his coming with all his holy angels, there will be a radiant splendor visible to all….(2 Thessalonians 1:5-10; Colossians 3:4).’ (Hamilton p. 257)

‘you may rejoice with exultation’-‘exultation’-( ‘In this you greatly rejoice’). ‘triumphantly happy’ (Gspd); ‘you may rejoice and exult’ (TCNT). The final reward will greatly surpass whatever trials we will endure in this life (Romans 8:18). People erroneously think that Christianity will deprive them of happiness or prevent them from finding real happiness. The opposite is true. Everlasting and deep joy awaits the child of God. (Luke 6:22-23; 2 Timothy 2:12)

Verse 14
1 Peter 4:14 ‘If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you.’

‘If you are reviled’-‘suffering abuse’ (Wms); ‘denounced’ (Mof). ‘A specific example of suffering as a Christian is now given…..Again the verbs suggest continuation over time: “If you are being reproached…you are blessed…”’ (Grudem p. 179)

‘for the name of Christ’-‘because you bear the name of Christ’ (Wms). Because you are a Christian. (Matthew 5:11; Acts 5:41; Acts 9:16; Acts 21:13).

‘you are blessed’-‘count yourselves blessed’ (TCNT) (Matthew 5:11-12). Instead of viewing ourselves as helpless victims, in reality our lot is a happy one, even when we are suffering for righteousness. When the world persecutes the Christian, the Christian is only helped and not hindered.

‘because’-The reason for the previous statement concerning our blessedness during trials.

‘the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you’-‘the glorious Spirit of God’ (Gspd). ‘Lit., the “spirit of glory and that of God”. The repetition of the article identifies the spirit of God with the spirit of glory.’ (Vincent p. 663) “Rests”-‘the verb “resteth” is of special significance here, being translated from the same word as thus used in the Greek version of the O.T. of the abiding presence of the Lord. (Isaiah 11:2).’ (Woods p. 117)

Points to Note: 1. Here is a promise that during trial and hardship, we will not be forsaken (John 14:18; Hebrews 13:5; Matthew 28:20). God is always very near when the child of God is being attacked. 2. This is another way of saying that when Christians are suffering for righteousness, that God’s approval rests upon them. 3. When Christians are suffering for doing right, God is also being glorified. 4. Notice what the text doesn’t say. It doesn’t say that the God removes the suffering and neither does it say that God overrides the freewill of the person who is suffering.

Verse 15
1 Peter 4:15 ‘By no means let any of you suffer as a murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler;’

‘By no means let any of you’-‘Let’-Sin is always something that is chosen by the individual. 

‘suffer’-‘Suffering for wrong doing is real also but one receives no approval and happiness from such suffering as one would for suffering, on behalf of, or in the name of, Christ.’ (Hamilton p. 261) ‘Suffering for these things is only receiving one’s “just deserts”…and provides no basis for rejoicing. Rather, weeping, repentance, and prayer for forgiveness would be in order! Acts 8:20-22.’ (Oberst p. 214)

‘murderer’-Carefully note that all forms of killing are not viewed as murder. God gives the civil authorities the right to punish the evil-doer (; Romans 13:4). Nothing has really changed. ‘Human life was lightly regarded in that period and murder was common. Thievery was an especially frequent crime, particularly among slaves.’ (Woods p. 118) Our ‘modern’ society hasn’t been able to liberate itself from either sin. Murder is still common, occurring on a daily basis, even in local metropolitan areas. Shoplifting, employee theft, white collar crime, and so on are still very common.

‘evildoer’-‘doing evil, a criminal’ (Arndt p. 397); ‘a law-violator’ (Woods p. 118)

‘troublesome meddler’-‘one who takes the supervision of affairs pertaining to others and in no wise to himself’ (Thayer p. 29). ‘a busy-body’ (Arndt p. 40). ‘or as a spy upon other people’s business’ (Mon). ‘Interfering in matters which do not concern Christians’ (TCNT). 

Points to Note: 1. Everything that happens isn’t the business of a Christian. 2. Proverbs 26:17 ‘Like one who takes a dog by the ears is he who passes by and meddles with strife not belonging to him’. This should tell us that every problem among people isn’t our problem. 3. This demands that our intentions are sincere and pure when we are ‘trying to help’. Unfortunately, some are only collecting gossip and juicy tidbits under the guise of trying to help. 4. In light of the practices involved in the discipling movement (telling members where they can live, who they can date, what color of shirt they can wear, how much time they have to spend in prayer, bible study and so on), this verse fits very well. 

Verse 16
1 Peter 4:16 ‘but if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not feel ashamed, but in that name let him glorify God.’

‘suffers as a Christian’-‘because he is a Christian’ (Wey). 1. The word ‘Christian’ is only found two others times in the New Testament (Acts 11:26; Acts 26:28). By 64 A.D. the name ‘Christian’ was in common use in the city of Rome (Robertson p. 128). The Greek spelling is ‘Christianos’. The ISBE notes, ‘In early imperial times, the adjectival termination “ianos” was widely diffused throughout the whole empire. Originally applied to the slaves belonging to the great households. It had passed into regular use to denote the adherents of an individual or a party. A Christian is thus simply an adherent of Christ.’ (pp. 621-22) ‘The meaning is of Hebrew origin; it appears in the New Testament in Greek form, with a Latin termination; and points, like the inscription which Pilate caused to be placed on the cross to the world-wide empire which he established.’ (Woods pp. 118-119)

‘let him not feel ashamed’-Which infers that suffering for the things mentioned in , one should feel ashamed. ‘he should feel no disgrace’ (NEB). ‘Suffering punishment for being and behaving as a Christian is a totally different matter. There is no disgrace or shame in such suffering nor are they to feel any.’ (Hamilton p. 268) ‘His life and conduct must be the best argument that he does not deserve the suffering which has come upon him. By his general conduct in life, and by his attitude to the suffering he has to bear, he must commend the name he bears.’ (Barclay p. 309) ‘the shame in question being the social disgrace and embarrassment that they might feel keenly on being hauled into court in a small city. Instead of feeling shame, they could hold their heads high.’ (Davids p. 170)

‘He is to regard his religion in every way honorable…he is not to be ashamed of the doctrines taught by his religion; he is not to be ashamed of the Savior whom he professes to love; he is not to be ashamed of the society and fellowship of those who are true Christians…he is not to be ashamed to perform any of the duties demanded by his religion….His views may be regarded as bigoted, narrow, severe…’ (Barnes p. 198)

Again, nothing has changed. Many influential voices in society still try to make the Christian feel ‘ashamed’ for what he or she believes.

‘but in that name’-‘acting in Christ’s name, as the one who represents Christ to others.’ (Grudem p. 180) The name ‘Christian’ is a designation which we should wear with pride. Notice that ‘Christians’ in the First Century didn’t wear the names of other religious leaders. 

Verse 17
1 Peter 4:17 ‘For it is time for judgment to begin with the household of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God?’

‘For it is time for judgment to begin with the household of God’-The ‘judgment’ under consideration from the context appears to be the severe trials which are coming upon these Christians. ‘Yet this word “judgment” does not necessarily mean “condemnation”….but is a broader term which can refer to a judgment which results in good and bad evaluations, a judgment which may issue in approval or discipline as well as condemnation.’ (Grudem p. 181) (See 1 Corinthians 11:32)

‘the household of God’-Which pictures the church as a family (1 Timothy 3:15). Which means that the church is an essential relationship. ‘Can one be considered saved if they aren’t a part of God’s family?’ It also infers that what a person must do to become a child of God, is also what a person must do to become a member of the church.

‘and if it begins with us first’-‘But this fact should not frighten the Christians or cause them to wonder, “Is this what I signed up for?” For if God is hard with the church, how much harder will he be with “those who do not obey the gospel of God?”….The Christians are better off than they appear.’ (Davids pp. 171-172)

‘what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God?’-Points to Note: 1. It is ridiculous to argue that God won’t punish the sinner, in light of the fact that He allows the Christian to be chastened! ‘If the church, which is ever the object of God’s care, is soon to fall into trial and sore persecution, how much greater must be the misery and wretchedness of those who do not rely on the Lord, and are thus without the comforting assurances of the gospel?’ (Woods p. 119) 2. One hasn’t accepted the gospel message until they obey its conditions for salvation. The faith that saves is a faith that will obey. In addition, note that Peter didn’t say, ‘for those who do not love God’. Love of God and obeying the gospel are inseparable (John 14:15). Peter didn’t believe that one could love the man but reject the plan.

‘outcome’-‘final lot’ (Thayer p. 620). It is amazing that religious people who profess to be Christians do not know the answer to this question. Some say, ‘those who reject God have nothing to fear’. Others, ‘God will change His mind’. And then others, ‘The disobedient experience “hell” only in suffering the consequences of their sins in this life. The Bible has a different answer (Romans 2:8-9; 2 Thessalonians 1:8-9).

Verse 18
1 Peter 4:18 ‘And if it is with difficulty that the righteous is saved, what will become of the godless man and the sinner?’

‘And if it is…’-‘This verse has the same theme, but expressed this time in words taken exactly from Proverbs 11:31 (LXX)’ (Grudem p. 184)

‘with difficulty’-‘If the good man is saved only with difficulty’ (TCNT). Points to Note: 1. The way to God is a narrow road (Matthew 7:13-14; Luke 13:23-24). 2. God allows the righteous person to suffer in this life, even suffering severe trials (Job). Such suffering separates the truly committed from the pretenders. 3. We can have confidence in our salvation (1 Peter 1:4); but we cannot become careless with it! (Matthew 10:28; Matthew 10:32-33). 4. The verse could also mean that our salvation will involve “difficulty” on our part. Remaining faithful to God will involve suffering and hardship. 5. Along the same lines, if life is ‘hard’ for Christians, if even Christians must encounter hardship and difficulty on their path to eternal life, then what fate awaits the sinner?

‘what will become of the godless man and the sinner?’-‘what chance will the godless have’ (Tay). 

‘Someone perhaps remarks, “Would God be so cruel, harsh, and brutal as to let people suffer in the fires of hell?” What shallow insight into the mind and character of Almighty God! He allows His very own children to suffer here on earth----sometimes for years on end! And during those same years, the unconverted are intent “to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin” (Hebrews 11:25). Why, then, would not Jehovah allow the sons of Satan to suffer in the world to come?’ (Oberst p. 219)

Verse 19
1 Peter 4:19 ‘Therefore, let those also who suffer according to the will of God entrust their souls to a faithful Creator in doing what is right.’

‘suffering according to the will of God’-Suffering for doing the right thing. Those who suffer in the pursuit of doing God’s will. Which means that if I am receiving criticism for teaching something not found in the Bible, then I can’t make the claim that I am being persecuted!

‘entrust their souls’-‘to deposit, intrust, commit to one’s charges’ (Thayer p. 486). ‘deliver into the hands of, and confidently leave’ (Alford p. 1664) (Luke 23:46; 1 Peter 2:23) ‘to give to someone for safekeeping, to turn over to someone to care for’ (Grudem p. 185)

Points to Note: 1. ‘The word which Peter uses, “entrust”, is a vivid word; …the technical word for depositing money with a trusted friend. In the ancient days there were no banks and few really safe places in which to deposit money. So, before a man went on a journey, he often left his money in the safe-keeping of a friend….The friend was absolutely bound by all honor and all religion to return the money intact.’ (Barclay p. 310) 2. And we entrust our soul to someone or something! Even the unbeliever is entrusting his eternal welfare to someone. It might be his friends or family members who are telling him, ‘Don’t worry, God doesn’t exist’, or, ‘Don’t worry, God is going to save everyone.’

‘to a faithful Creator’-God can be trusted. And this trust is based on the fact that God doesn’t change. ‘God is faithful indicates that he has not changed nor will change and can therefore be trusted. This is the God in whom one is to rest, although physically threatened.’ (David’s p. 174) (2 Timothy 2:13; Hebrews 13:5)

‘in doing what is right’-Endurance isn’t passive! We entrust our souls to God by trusting Him and doing what He has commanded. One hasn’t entrusted their soul to God until one has confidence in what God has said, and enough confidence to apply it to their own lives.
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Introduction
Outline of Chapter 5:

Instructions To The Elders: 

Complete Dependence Upon God: 

Exhortation And Greetings: 

Introductory Comments:

‘The severe persecutions then descending upon the church (), could have scattered the flock….In view of such impending trials, the need for a strong, capable, dedicated, spiritual leadership was great. When the church is under great stress, its spiritual overseers must attend to their responsibilities with diligence.’ (Oberst p. 225)

Commentary On Chapter 5:

Verse 1
1 Peter 5:1 ‘Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed.’

‘Therefore’-Connecting this section to the previous chapter. ‘Pressure on a social group can cause it to disintegrate, and the leadership is the focus of the pressure both from without and within.’ (Davids pp. 174-175)

‘I exhort the elders among you’-We sometimes forget that elders also need encouragement. ‘Elders’-Presbuteros. The word seems to indicate their maturity or depth of spiritual experience. Some have tried to argue that elders are simply the older men in the congregation. But such a theory would be forced to throw out the qualifications mentioned in 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9. Hence, not every aged male Christian is an ‘elder’ in the sense which Peter is using the term in the above verse.

Points to Note:

Elders are also known as bishops/overseers and pastors (Acts 20:17; Acts 20:28; Titus 1:5-8; 1 Peter 5:2). 2. The pattern for congregational government is a plurality of elders in each congregation (Acts 14:23; Acts 20:17; Philippians 1:1; 1 Timothy 5:17). 

‘exhort’-These elders would need to muster every ounce of wisdom and strength as the congregations they shepherded were hit by severe trials. Especially, during times of stress and trial, people need strong leadership, clear direction, and spiritually minded individuals to point them away from complaining and towards a complete trust in God. It is so easy for people to lose their perspective during times of hardship.

‘as your fellow elder’-‘Though one of the apostles, he chose to base his exhortation on the fact that he, too, was an elder, and thus on the same level in this respect as those he wrote to.’ (Woods p. 123) ‘This lets the elders know that he thinks of himself as one of those with whom judgment will begin-even he, an apostle, is not exempt, nor should any among his readers think themselves too important or too sanctified to be exempt.’ (Grudem p. 186) In calling himself a ‘fellow elder’, it is obvious that Peter wasn’t a universal bishop or pope. 

Points To Note:

In calling himself an elder, the following facts are immediately known about the personal life of Peter: A. He was a married man (Mark 1:30; 1 Corinthians 9:5; Titus 1:6). B. He was a father who had children that were Christians (Titus 1:6). The mandatory celibacy of religious workers, as advocated by Catholicism and other groups, looks silly in light of the above verse. A man who works among one congregation can’t be married (i.e. Catholic priest), but the apostles could be married? A priest would be completely ineffective if he was married, but the apostles were able to accomplish great things with wives and a family?

‘witness of the sufferings of Christ’-Peter had seen various aspects of the suffering that Jesus had endured. The events in the Garden (John 18:10). The trial before Annas (John 18:16). This statement gives tremendous weight to Peter’s words. He is not simply re-telling a story that he heard. He was there, he saw it with his own eyes and heard it with his own ears. 

Points to Note:

The apostles were selected to be eyewitnesses (Luke 24:48; Acts 1:8; Acts 2:32; Acts 3:15; Acts 5:32; Acts 10:39; Acts 10:41; Acts 13:31). 2. This statement, ‘bluntly recalls, for Peter and for anyone familiar with the details surrounding Christ’s crucifixion, the most painful episode in Peter’s life-for we remember what kind of “witness” Peter was: one whose courage failed and who three times denied that he even knew Christ (Matthew 26:69-75). Why does Peter recall this? Probably to demonstrate that restoration even from grievous sin is possible with Christ….and thus to encourage in the elders a humble willingness to be penitent for sin rather than a hypocritical pride and an unwillingness ever to admit to doing wrong.’ (Grudem p. 186) 3. ‘Peter can speak with feeling, knowledge, and understanding of what suffering entails.’ (Hamilton p. 285) 4. ‘True, he was sometimes “at a distance”…from the Lord’s suffering (Matthew 26:58), but he could still speak from personal observation.’ (Oberst p. 227)

‘a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed’-‘Partaker’-companion, partner, sharer. ‘Glory that is to be revealed’-The future glory that will be given to the faithful (Romans 8:18; 1 Peter 1:8; 1 Peter 4:13). 1. God didn’t place the apostles under a different standard of judgment than others. They also had to remain faithful (2 Timothy 2:11-12; 1 Corinthians 9:27). 2. It is encouraging to hear the examples to the flock expressing their confidence and hope in eternal life. 3. Peter wasn’t exempt from suffering. He didn’t live in a mansion. 4. The verse also reveals that we can have confidence about our salvation. If we are being faithful, then we KNOW that future glory awaits us. This demands that the standard of faithfulness is clear and understandable to all.

Point to Note:

‘the reference to Christ’s suffering may also function as a reminder to the elders that just as Christ was willing to suffer for them, so they should be willing to endure hardship and suffering for the sake of those (in the churches they oversee-MD)’ (Grudem p. 187)

This is something that all men need to take seriously. Serving as an elder isn’t easy, it will involve difficult situations and decisions. But if Jesus was willing to endure so much for me, than I can do whatever I can to see that His people have good leadership and guidance. It is a noble and courageous cause to shepherd God’s people. Jesus is always in need of men who are willing to watch over His people.

Verse 2
1 Peter 5:2 ‘shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness;’

‘shepherd’-‘rule, govern’ (Thayer p. 527). Poimaino-‘to act as a shepherd’ (Vine p. 87). ‘fig., of activity that protects, rules, governs, fosters, in the sense lead, guide, rule’ (Arndt p. 683) ‘the verb denotes all that is included in the office of a shepherd, guiding, guarding, folding, no less than feeding.’ (Vincent p. 665). 1. The noun form of the word “shepherd” is translated “pastors” in Ephesians . 2. The ‘pastors’ of the flock are the elders (Acts 20:17; Acts 20:28). 3. The ‘pastor system’ in various denominational churches (one man over a congregation) is unknown in the Bible.

Points to Note:

There are many parallels between the work of shepherds who took care of literal sheep and the work of elders: 1. Both are to protect the flock under their care. The shepherd of old carried a staff or rod, and sometimes a sling (Psalms 23:4; Titus 1:9-11; Acts 20:29-30). 2. To feed the flock and see that they receive nourishing food. 3. To watch over the flock and go after the sheep that is straying (Hebrews 13:17).

‘the flock of God’- 1. Which is a clear reminder to the elders that they are taking care of something that belongs to God and not themselves (Jeremiah 23:1-4). 2. It is very tempting to start viewing the church as something that belongs to us. 3. People caught up in denominational thinking will often speak of the church as something that belongs to the preacher. ‘So, you have your own church’. 3. The tremendous value of the flock is seen from the fact that these are people redeemed with the blood of Christ (Acts 20:28).

‘among you’-This is a direct command. God is specific about which flock elders are to oversee. ‘he orders them to feed the flock of God, not generally, not ecumenically, but locally.’ (Alford p. 1665). 1. Each local congregation had its own elders (Acts 14:23; Acts 20:17). 2. Elders are never told to oversee a flock in which they are not members or among. This automatically limits the oversight of elders/bishops/pastors. The concept of bishops overseeing more than one congregation is foreign to the Scriptures. The only organizational structure beyond the local congregation is Jesus as head over all things to the church and ruling in heaven (Ephesians 1:22-23). Any organizational structure beyond the eldership in each local congregation is adding to the Word of God (Revelation 22:18-19). 3. This Scripture completely contradicts the idea of religious conventions, state, regional and national governing boards or headquarters.

‘exercising oversight’-‘look upon, inspect, oversee, look after’ (Thayer p. 242). The statement is in the present tense. The word translated ‘exercising oversight’ is related to the word translated ‘bishop/overseer’. The statements in show, ‘that when this epistle was written the words “elder” and “bishop” and “pastor” were synonymous.’ (P.P. Comm. p. 206) Which demands the question, ‘What right do men in have in changing the meanings of these words and applying them to offices that are foreign to the Word of God?’

Points To Note:

‘Elders are to observe and look into what the flock is doing and encountering and then to do what is essential to their spiritual welfare…(Hamilton) 2. At times people are very quick to say, ‘This isn’t any of the elder’s business.’ God can commanded them to ‘oversee’. And if something is adversely affecting your relationship with God, the spiritual welfare of other members, or the reputation of the congregation, then they must get involved (Hebrews 13:17).

‘not under compulsion’-‘by force, unwillingly’ (Vine p. 232). ‘not of constraint’ (ASV); ‘not as though it were forced upon you’ (Gspd).

‘but voluntarily’-‘without compulsion, deliberately, intentionally.’ (Arndt p. 243).

Points to Note:

‘means not doing the job simply out of obligation or because “someone has to do it”, but because the elder has freely and willingly chosen to carry out this valuable work.’ (Grudem p. 188) 2. ‘It is true that elders did not volunteer or select themselves but were selected by others (Acts 14:23; Titus 1:5), yet they were not to think of their work as something forced upon them.’ (Davids p. 178). 3. ‘This does not mean that he is gaily to enter upon office without a self-examining thought…But there is a way of accepting office and of rendering service as if it was a grim and unpleasant duty, as if it was a weariness, as if it was a burden to be resented.’ (Barclay p. 314) 4. ‘Voluntarily’ doesn’t mean that a man seeking the office has no qualms or second-thoughts. It is a awesome task and should be taken very seriously. Neither does it mean that such a man should feel a complete lack of compulsion. A man should feel the sort of compulsion that comes from a serious reading of the Word of God (1 Corinthians 9:16; 2 Corinthians 5:14). 5. Aspiring to the office of an elder, should be done intelligently, deliberately, intently, and purposefully (1 Timothy 3:1). 6. God wants the motivation to serve to come from within the man who will serve.

‘according to the will of God’-1. Serving because of pure inward motivation is the type of men that God wants in the eldership. ‘Literally, “according to God”, i.e. God would have it this way-“voluntarily.” Service to Him should always be thus rendered.’ (Oberst p. 229) 2. In addition, the will of God governs every aspect of how a elder is to rule. He isn’t given authority in addition to the will of God. And neither is the will of God ever to be altered by human religious authorities. So much for the idea that ‘church tradition’ is equal to Scripture or can override it.

‘and not for sordid gain’-‘Sordid’-‘in fondness of dishonest gain’ ‘The reference, then, is not simply to one who is greedy of money, but to a man who so loves money that he will, without hesitation, stoop to low practices to make “a quick buck”.’ (Oberst p. 230). 1. One of the qualifications for elders is that they must be free from the love of money (1 Timothy 3:3; Titus 1:7). 2. It appears that there was enough money in local congregations to draw dishonest men to the office. 3. There have always been people who have seen Christianity as simply a stepping stone to wealth or power. 4. God’s shepherds in the O.T. often fell into the trap of turning their position into a lucrative business, i.e. serving from the motive of personal profit (Isaiah 56:11; Jeremiah 6:13; Jeremiah 8:10; Jeremiah 5:31). 5. There is nothing wrong in paying elders (1 Timothy 5:17). We see two contrasts in the above verse. On the one hand one who labors for personal profit. Selfish ambition for wealth, position and power. On the other hand, one who is zealously working for the glory of God. 6. From other passages we know that the oversight of elders includes overseeing the finances of the local congregation (Acts 11:29-30).

‘but with eagerness’-‘willingly, eagerly, freely’ (Arndt p. 706). Work that is done eagerly, promptly, heartily and cheerfully. ‘Broken down, this work is from ‘pro’, which means literally ‘forward, i.e. with’ and ‘thumos’, spirit, heart…it implies zeal and enthusiasm…denoting not mere willingness, but zeal!’ (Oberst p. 230) Again, we are dealing with motive. Personal gain and ambition are not the motives. Rather, a zeal for the will of God, a love for His people, an ardor to see the cause of Christ move forward. In contrast, there are always people in religion who are into it for the money (Jude 1:12; 2 Peter 2:3).

Verse 3
1 Peter 5:3 ‘nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples to the flock.’

‘lording it over’-While elders do have authority and must ‘rule’ (1 Thessalonians 5:12; 1 Timothy 5:17; Hebrews 13:17). The idea of ‘lording it over’ carries the concept of high-handed rule, to play the role of a tyrant (Matthew 20:25-28). Ruling that has become divorced from reason. ‘it implies something of scorn and tyranny or even of hostility’ (P.P. Comm. 207). The previous verse had warned against the motive of greed, here we have a warning against the motive of power. ‘The word “lording it over” always seems to involve the use of arbitrary, arrogant, selfish, or excessively restrictive rule. He implies that elders should govern not by the use of threats, emotional intimidation, or flaunting of power…’ (Grudem p. 189)

Points to Note:

The elder must not be in love with being in charge. 2. ‘There are those who love authority, even if that authority be exercised in a narrow sphere. Milton’s Satan thought it better to reign in hell than to serve in heaven…Any man who enters on office with the desire for the pre-eminence…has got his whole point of view upside down.’ (Barclay p. 316) The man who properly seeks the office will realize that being an elder is much more about serving than being served (Mark 10:43-45). 3. Diotrephes wasn’t the last man who looked at Christianity as a way to elevate himself above others (3 John 1:9).

‘those allotted to your charge’-‘that which has been assigned by lot, portion, share’ (Arndt p. 435). The local congregation () is the portion of God’s people which have been allotted to the care of an eldership. 

Points to Note:

‘One cannot, consistent with the language of this section…say that elders are over more than one flock or congregation. Nor can one say that elders have only a portion or a few of the local congregation in their care that is allotted to them.’ (Hamilton p. 295)

Again, this statement should remind us that what the elders oversee, belongs to God. 

‘proving to be examples to the flock’-‘present active, continually becoming’ (Robertson p. 131) (Acts 20:28) ‘Examples’-‘models for them to copy’ (Nor).

Points to Note:

Some have tried to argue that the only ‘authority’ which elders possess is the authority of being a good example. Which in essence is saying that they don’t have any authority. If a parent were to tell us, ‘I can’t discipline my children, or do anything when they misbehave, all I can do is try to be a good example’. We would label them as a very naïve and ineffective parent. The ‘authority of example’ is a meaningless statement. 2. ‘It is important to note that in the foregoing verse that which Peter forbids is the abuse of authority and not its proper use.’ (Woods p. 126) 3. ‘Although we may already recognize that God himself is our example to imitate (Ephesians 5:1) and that Jesus is our perfect example for a human life pleasing to God (1 Peter 2:21; 1 John 2:6) we are probably surprised to find how often the early Christians expected all their leaders to live in a way which others could imitate as well: they did not have to be perfect in order to be examples to the flock. Paul frequently urged others to imitate his example (1 Corinthians 4:16; 1 Corinthians 11:1; Philippians 3:17; Philippians 4:9; 2 Thessalonians 3:7-9), and told both Timothy (1 Timothy 4:12) and Titus (Titus 2:7-8) that they were to live as examples of the Christian life to others.’ (Grudem p. 189) What this means is that fallible human beings can be tremendous examples of faith (Hebrews Chapter 11). God hasn’t given us an impossible standard. The commands of God are very realistic. 

Verse 4
1 Peter 5:4 ‘And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.’

‘And when’-Jesus is coming again (2 Peter 3:10). Notice that God doesn’t promise elders an earthly reward. But a reward for faithful service does exist.

‘the Chief Shepherd’-A reference to Jesus Christ (John 10:11; John 10:14; John 10:16; Hebrews 13:20). Points to Note: 1. All elders are on equal footing beneath, the Chief Shepherd. Including Peter (5:1). 2. Every elder is accountable to Jesus Christ. They are simply His ‘under-shepherds’, who are to take good care of His people. 3. Peter would certainly be offended if someone had referred to him as the Chief Shepherd over the elders of the churches.

‘you will receive’-Assuming that one has been the type of elder described in the previous verses.

‘the unfading crown of glory’-‘Unfading’-amarantinos. ”Amarantinos” -derived from the name of a flower (amaranth), which was so-called because it never withers and revives itself when moistened with water and hence was used as a symbol of immorality. ‘never-withering wreath of glory’ (Wey); ‘the glorious wreath that will never fade’ (Gspd). ‘Crown of glory’-(1 Corinthians 9:25; 1 Peter 1:4; 2 Timothy 4:8; James 1:12; Revelation 2:10; Revelation 3:11) ‘It is the crown of victory in the games; or military valor; the marriage wreath, or the festal garland, the conquerors crown.’ (Vincent p. 667) ‘indicate the eternal honor or reputation that elders who serve well will receive from Christ…They may be despised on earth (and indeed rejected by their own neighbors), but they will be honored in heaven. And that is something well worth working and suffering for.’ (Davids p. 182) ‘The idea is that what the elders receive has the quality of never corrupting or losing its brilliance and radiance.’ (Hamilton p. 303)

Verse 5
1 Peter 5:5 ‘You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble.’

‘likewise, be subject to your elders’-‘Likewise’-‘equally, in the same way’ (Thayer p. 445); ‘in your turn’ (Alford p. 1666). ‘Be subject’-‘to subject one’s self, to obey’ (Thayer p. 645) 

Points to Note:

When Peter uses the phrase ‘your elders’ in this verse is he talking about the ‘elders’ just mentioned or has he shifted to respect for older members? 2. Those who believe that Peter is now talking about respect towards the older men in the congregation cite 1 Timothy 5:1 which seems to parallel 1 Peter 5:5 in many respects. In addition, they point out the contrast between ‘elder’ and ‘younger’, noting that the contrast is one of age. The thought would then be that younger Christians need to be respectful, kind, courteous and thoughtful in respect to older Christians. God has always demanded respect for the aged (2 Kings 2:23-25; Leviticus 19:32; Proverbs 16:31; Proverbs 20:29; Lamentations 5:12). 3. Yet, coming on the heels of instructions to elders, this verse could be a specific command to younger Christians. ‘Likewise’, as is true of all other members in the congregation, you also need to be in subjection to the elders. 4. The temptation that has faced every generation is to second-guess and resent those in positions of authority. At times younger men become impatient because things aren’t moving as quickly as they would like. It is easy to second-guess when you are not the one being called upon to make the decision. 5. Unfortunately, our society tends to glorify the dark side of youth, i.e. rebellion and unwillingness to listen. The myth seems to be that young people always have the better ideas or that they have a clearer view of reality, they see things that older people can’t see. Such is false. Each generation thinks that it has stumbled upon an insight that no other generation has seen. We need to be careful that we don’t make excuses for our children. Rebellion and disrespect are not mere stages, they are sins! (Romans 1:30) 

‘and all of you’-All the members. ‘Even so, the question remains why Peter spoke only to “you that are younger”, and not to the whole church, in commanding submission to the elders. It is probably because the younger people were generally those who would most need a reminder to be submissive…This would not imply that the others were free to rebel against the elders, but quite the opposite: if those who are likely to be most independent-minded and even at times rebellious against church leaders are commanded to be subject to the elders, then it follows that certainly everyone else must be subject to the elders as well.’ (Grudem pp. 192-193)

‘clothe yourselves’-‘Clothe’-‘fasten or gird on oneself…apron of slaves’ (Thayer p. 166). ‘The corresponding noun, was the name of an apron worn by slaves, which was tied round them when at work, to keep their dress clean…The association of the slaves apron seems also to suggest that Christians should be ready to submit to the humblest works of charity for others, and to point back to the lowliness of the Lord Jesus, when he girded himself, and washed the feet of the apostles, John 13:4-5.’ (P.P. Comm. pp. 207-208). ‘Hence the figure carries an exhortation to put on humility as a working virtue.’ (Vincent p. 668) ‘Used figuratively here, the meaning is, “Tie on humility like a slave’s apron.” The saints were thus to array themselves in humility; to tie it securely like a garment so that it might never fall away. So arrayed, they were to regard no service too menial or lowly, no task too small for them to perform.’ (Woods p. 129) Jesus gave us an example of this truth in John 13:10-17.

‘with humility’-‘humble opinion of oneself, modesty, lowliness of mind’ (Thayer p. 614) Humility happens when we realize our own short-comings. Understand that everything that we have comes from God. And that others are just as important before God as ourselves. True humility doesn’t produce pride (look how humble I am), rather, it produces gratitude. One never outgrows the need for humility, ‘all of you’. ‘No one is exempt, for Peter includes….young and old, new Christians and mature believers..’ (Grudem p. 193) Consider the following passages (Philippians 2:2-5; Matthew 11:29; Romans 12:3).

‘toward one another’-‘to serve one another’ (ASV); ‘in mutual service’ (TCNT). Pride and arrogance prevent us from being effective servants. When we allow ourselves to become infected by pride, we start thinking that everyone should serve us or that we are too busy and involved in too many “important” things to assist others. Humility enables us to get our mind off ourselves and think about those are in need (Philippians 2:2-5). In addition, the proud may be seen ‘serving’, but they do so for the wrong reasons. 

‘God is opposed to the proud’-Quotation from Proverbs 3:34. ‘Opposed’-‘a military term, range in battle against, set oneself against’ (Vine p. 286). ‘The whole quotation applies well to daily Christian living, since the present tense verbs give the sense “God is continually opposing the proud but continually giving grace to the humble”.’ (Grudem p. 194). ‘Proud’-the haughty and arrogant. Including the ideas of treating others with contempt. See (Romans 1:30; 2 Timothy 3:2; James 4:6)

Points to Note:

God is opposed to the proud because: 1. The proud trust in themselves and their own resources. Arrogance is viewed as the complete opposite of faith (Habakkuk 2:4). The humble trust in God. 2. The proud refuse to admit their need of God. 3. The proud refuse to own up to their sins and how they have hurt others. 4. The proud are intend upon bringing glory to themselves, rather than bringing glory to God. 5. The proud only see themselves and their own needs. 6. The great commandment for the arrogant is, ‘Thou shalt love thyself with all thy heart, mind and strength.’ 7. Pride also brings about contention and strife (Proverbs 13:10; Proverbs 28:25). 8. The arrogant person refuses to listen or learn (Proverbs 15:12). God is definitely against such people (Proverbs 18:12; Proverbs 6:16-17; Proverbs 8:18; Proverbs 16:5; Proverbs 21:4).

‘but gives grace to the humble’-‘Grace’-favor, help (Luke 18:13) ‘Only the humble are in a position to receive the spiritual blessings and kindness offered by God.’ (Oberst p. 235)

Verse 6
1 Peter 5:6 ‘Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time,’

‘Humble yourselves’- ‘From humility before others, Peter passes to humility before God.’ (Grudem p. 194) Seeing that God bestows blessings upon the humble and is dead set against the arrogant, humility is an essential virtue! Stresses that humility is something that one must voluntarily seek and want. ‘Among other things this will involve bowing to God’s wisdom, accepting the twists and turns of his providence, and entrusting our concerns to him.’ (Grudem p. 194)

‘under the mighty hand of God’-(Exodus 3:19; Deuteronomy 3:24; Luke 1:51-52). Points to Note: 1. This statement should remind us that God is still in control of this world. The same mighty hand that brought the children of Israel out of bondage (Exodus 13:19; Deuteronomy 9:26), is still active and working on the side of God’s people even to this day. 2. ‘The Christian never resents the experiences of life, and never rebels against them…’ (Barclay p. 322) 3. The expression ‘hand of God’, would also infer God’s protective care, that God is watching out for them, even during times of persecution. God is all-powerful and God never loses control of any situation. 

‘that’-The benefits of humbling ourselves. Unfortunately, many people have convinced themselves that humility is a weak thing. In order to get what they need they must arrogantly assert themselves.

‘He may exalt you at the proper time’-‘Neither the specific time nor the kind of “exaltation” are specified, so it is best to understand the statement generally: “that in the time God deems best, whether in this life or in the life to come, he may lift you up from your humble conditions and “exalt” you in the way that seems best to him---perhaps only in terms of increased spiritual blessings and deeper fellowship with himself, perhaps also in terms of responsibility, reward, or honor which will be seen by others as well.’ (Grudem p. 195)

Points to Note:

Jesus expressed the same truth (Matthew 23:12; Luke 14:11). 2. This means that we don’t have to worry and fret about whether or not we are getting any credit for a job well done. 3. The verse also implies that we need to be patient. Stop worrying about not getting human recognition or glory. 4. Human praise is worth nothing, compared to the praise which God will bestow upon us. 5. God will make sure that His people are rewarded (Luke 18:14; Acts 13:17). ‘If one humbles one’s self to suffer ignominy, abuse, and persecution in order to keep doing the will of God, then is the assurance that God will lift him on high…’(Hamilton p. 313) 6. This truth also enables the Christian to stop fretting about situations in which the wrong people are praised. (Ecclesiastes 8:10; Ecclesiastes 8:14)

Verse 7
1 Peter 5:7 ‘casting all your anxiety upon Him, because He cares for you.’

‘casting’-‘throw upon, place upon’ (Thayer p. 242). ‘The aorist participle denoting an act once for all; throwing the whole life with its care on him’ (Vincent p. 668) (Psalms 55:22; Matthew 6:25; Philippians 4:6). Humbling yourself under the mighty hand of God includes casting all your cares upon Him, i.e. trusting Him and not yourself.

Points to Note:

‘Peter recognizes that a great barrier to putting others first and thinking of them as more important is the legitimate human concern “But who then will care for me?’ The answer is that God himself will care for our needs. He is able to do far more than we are…Therefore casting all your anxieties on him is the path to humility, freeing a person from constant concern for himself and enabling him or her truly to be concerned for the needs of others.’ (Grudem p. 195) 2. ‘We can be certain that, because God cares for us, life is out, not to break us but to make us; and, with that assurance, we can accept any experience which comes to us, knowing that God works everything together for good to them who love Him (Romans 8:28).’ (Barclay pp. 322-323)

‘all’-‘The whole of your care.’ (Vincent p. 668) And yet some of us have the tendency to insist that we have something to worry about. We need to realize that any type of anxiety can choke the Word (Matthew 13:22; Mark 4:19).

‘anxiety’-‘to draw in different directions, distract, that which causes this, an anxious care’ (Vine p. 168) ‘anxiety…is rooted in a yesterday that we cannot believe forgiven or in a tomorrow that we will not trust.’ (Plain Talk 11/3/1) Anxiety happens when one thinks that they are the only one who is looking out for themselves. That everything rests upon their shoulders

‘because He cares for you’-‘meaning the watchful care of interest and affection’ (Vincent p. 669). ‘You are his personal concern’ (Phi). 1. Notice the freedom that is given the Christian! Serving God isn’t a life of hard bondage, rather, it is the life in which someone is constantly watching over you. God has liberated you from distracting cares and worries. 2. God has already proven His great concern and interest in us, in having His Son die for our sins (Romans 8:32). 3. In the context, “pride” keeps us from being liberated from our worries. ‘Pride is at the root of most of our anxiety. To human pride it is humiliating to cast everything upon another and be cared for.’ (Vincent p. 669) Unfortunately, we insist upon loading down ourselves with unnecessary cares. Or, we burden brethren, family members---we insist on talking to everyone, but God!

Living In The Midst Of Spiritual Conflict:

Verse 8
1 Peter 5:8 ‘Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.’

‘Be of sober spirit’-‘temperate, circumspect’ (Thayer p. 425). ‘Well balanced, self-controlled’ (Arndt p. 538). 1. God will care for us, but we must exercise some spiritual alertness. 2. ‘If one is successfully to deal with the Devil and his efforts to lead astray, one must be wholly rational and self-possessed, keeping all mental and spiritual factors calm and collected.’ (Hamilton p. 316) 3. Giving into a distracting care, demanding the right to worry about something, automatically places us in a vulnerable position 4. ‘clear-headedness that comes from a freedom from mental confusion or passion.’ (Davids p. 189) 5. The Christian who is distracted by a care needs to realize that their faith is under attack! 6. ‘The opposite of this sober watchfulness is a kind of spiritual drowsiness in which one sees and responds to situations no differently than unbelievers, and God’s perspective on each event is seldom if ever considered.’ (Grudem p. 196)

‘be on the alert’-Jesus often stressed the same truth (Matthew 24:42; Matthew 25:13; Matthew 26:38; Matthew 26:40-41). 1. ‘The Greek verbs translated “be of sober spirit” and “be on the alert” are both aorist imperatives, indicating sharp commands to be heeded at once.’ (Oberst p. 238) 2. We can become careless in our relationship with God (Hebrews 2:1). 3. Such alertness is also needed because we are up against a real opponent who is out to destroy us.

‘Your adversary’-Notice the word “Your”. The Devil isn’t merely God’s opponent, he is also “your”opponent. He doesn’t like you, he hates you, he wants you to be miserable forever! ‘Adversary’-‘firstly, an opponent in a lawsuit, an adversary..’(Vine p. 34). ‘and so it is a translation of the Hebrew word ‘satan’ (P.P. Comm. p. 208) (Job 1:6; Revelation 12:10; Zechariah 3:1). The devil is like a spiritual crooked lawyer who is out to sue you for everything that you have. We cannot afford to pretend that he doesn’t exist, or that his beef is with God and not us. We can’t say, ‘This isn’t our fight’, or, ‘I don’t want to get involved’. 

‘the devil’-‘false accuser, slanderer’ (Thayer p. 135). He makes false accusations about God (Genesis 3:1-5); and makes false accusations about us to God (Job 1:6-12; Job 2:1-6; Revelation 12:9-10). He is a liar! (John 8:44) Notice the contrast: ‘Jesus is our Friend, and Advocate (John 15:12-15; 1 John 2:1). His love and actions for us are precisely the opposite of Satan’s. All that He does to or for us, He does out of a heart of true caring..and for our good. Not so with the devil. He has nothing but harm, danger, and ultimately our ruin in mind!’ (Oberst p. 238)

‘prowls about like a roaring lion’-1. ‘a prowling lion attacks suddenly, viciously, and often when its unsuspecting victim is engaged in routine activities.’ (Grudem p. 196) 2. The devil is always working, always seeking and looking for a weakness in someone. He is a relentless foe. He never suffers from burn out! ‘it forms an ample basis for alertness, for when a lion is on the prowl it is not time to sleep.’ (Davids p. 191) ‘the words express the restless energy of the wicked one.’ (P.P. Comm. p. 208)

‘seeking’-Always seeking to tempt someone. Constantly looking for someone who is becoming careless, apathetic, selfish, etc….

‘someone’-He is not intimidated by any mortal. 

‘to devour’-‘swallow down’ (Thayer p. 335). ‘to gulp down, or swallow, thus utterly destroy.’ (Woods p. 130). ‘implies utter destruction’ (P.P. Comm. p. 208) His goal is to destroy! The devil just isn’t out to hurt us or hinder us slightly. ‘Satan would divide and distract our minds from Christ---perhaps with cares; perhaps with riches and pleasures, or in other ways, just so long as it is us from Christ; whatever hinders our doing his will or encourages not doing it is of the devil. His deal is simple: give him a place in you now and he’ll give you a place with him in eternity (Matthew 25:41).’ (Plain Talk 12/8/3)

Verse 9
1 Peter 5:9 ‘But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world.’

‘But resist him’-resist, oppose. 1. The devil can be resisted! He isn’t an all-powerful foe (James 4:7). 2. ‘this means that no man has to serve satan; that every man as a free moral agent can choose his master.’ (Plain Talk 12/8/3). 3. The devil needs our permission before he can devour us (Ephesians 4:27). 4. The devil’s power lies in the persuasive lies and myths which he spreads (John 8:44; 2 Corinthians 11:3; 1 John 2:16; Genesis 3:4-5; Matthew 4:3-9).

‘firm in your faith’-‘Firm’-(1 Corinthians 15:58). 1. Firm in reference to one’s trust in God and in whatever God has said (Colossians 1:23). ‘signifies that defeat is not inevitable. Christians must resist, expecting that the enemy will flee, God’s kingdom will advance, they will grow in faith and holiness through conflict..’ (Grudem p. 197) 2. ‘indicates rock-like stability, a solidity and firmness originating in faith..’ (Woods p. 130) 3. ‘your faith’-To be of any benefit, we must have our own faith-and not a second hand or borrowed faith. Only personal conviction can resist the advances of the devil.(Ephesians 6:16)’

‘knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world’-‘One thing that will make their commitment firmer is the awareness that they are not suffering alone. It is not “just me” who is suffering or even “just us”, laments that make the suffering seem unfair and unjust.’ (Davids pp. 192-193) (1 Corinthians 10:13) ‘Like soldiers whose morale is strengthened by knowing that the whole army is engaged in the same battle-hardships they are in..’ (Davids p. 193)

Verse 10
1 Peter 5:10 ‘And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you.’

‘suffered for a little while’-Eternity always places everything in the right perspective. Even the most intense suffering is only for a little while (2 Corinthians 4:17; Romans 8:18).

‘the God of all grace’-‘the giver of all grace’ (Knox); ‘the giver of every spiritual blessing’ (Wms). (; 4:10; 5:5) The God who gives ‘grace’ for every situation, the God who ensures that there never exists a hardship which is beyond our ability to endure (1 Corinthians 10:13; 2 Corinthians 12:9).

‘who called you to His eternal glory in Christ’ -This ‘calling’ was the first proof of His grace (2 Thessalonians 2:14). 1. ‘to share in his eternal glory’ (Mon) 2. ‘in Christ’-The acceptance of the calling happens ‘in Christ’. The person who accepts the gospel message is baptized into Christ (Galatians 3:26-27; Romans 6:1-4. And the eternal glory is also in Christ. Reject Christ and you are rejecting eternal life (John 8:24; John 14:6).

‘will Himself’-Denoting God’s personal interest in us. God wants to share heaven with all many as possible.

‘perfect’-‘strengthen, complete, make one what he ought to be’ (Thayer p. 336). ‘Put into proper condition, make complete’ (Arndt p. 417). ‘The radical notion of the verb is, therefore, adjustment---the putting of all the parts into right relation and connection.’ (Vincent p. 671). ‘the focus is on their character. Through their suffering God will produce a fully restored… confirmed character in them.’ (Davids p. 195)

‘confirm’-‘strengthen, make firm’ (Thayer p. 588) (Luke 22:32; Romans 16:25; 1 Thessalonians 3:2; 1 Thessalonians 3:13; 2 Thessalonians 2:17; 2 Thessalonians 3:3; 2 Peter 1:12; Revelation 3:2). ‘Refers to fixity and immobility of those who rely on the Lord.’ (Woods p. 132)

‘strengthen’-‘Shall perfect, that no defect remain in you: shall establish, that nothing may shake you: shall strengthen, that you may overcome every adverse force. A saying worthy of Peter. He is strengthening his brethren.’ (Vincent p. 672). 

‘establish’-‘lit., shall ground you, shall give you a firm foundation’ (P.P. Comm. p. 209) 1. Even though they are suffering and will continue to suffer, God is already planning the good that such suffering will in the end accomplish. God allows bad things to happen, because God sees the tremendous good that could be accomplished if we continue to trust Him. 2. Grudem notes, ‘and we should add…that he will settle…them in any rightful place from which the suffering has wrongfully removed them. In sum: all loss will soon be made right, and that for eternity.’ (p. 198) 3. If we remain faithful God, we will lose absolutely nothing!

Verse 11
1 Peter 5:11 ‘To Him be dominion forever and ever. Amen.’

‘To Him’-i.e. to the God Who will strengthen them. This is the God Who is on their side!

‘be dominion’-‘force, strength, might, manifested power’ (Vine p. 332). ‘His is the power’ (Wey) God’s power has already been seen in calling us out of darkness and into Christ, we can have assurance that the victory is ours.

Verse 12
1 Peter 5:12 ‘Through Silvanus, our faithful brother (for so I regard him), I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand firm in it!’

‘Through Silvanus’-‘Through’: Either he delivered the letter to these Christians and or he wrote the letter as Peter dictated (Romans 16:22). ‘Silvanus’-Probably the same man who is mentioned in the books of Acts under the name ‘Silas’ (Acts 15:22; 40; 1 Corinthians 1:19; 1 Thessalonians 1:1, etc…). Silas is a great example of a man who was content to serve in the background as long as God’s work was being accomplished.

‘our faithful brother’-‘”brother” has the definite article, the faithful brother, designating him as one well known for his fidelity.’ (Vincent p. 672) (Acts 15:22; Acts 15:32) This statement infers that there were Christians who weren’t faithful. Why even mention his faithfulness if all were automatically faithful, i.e. once saved, always saved?

‘for so I regard him’-‘This commendation of the bearer of a letter is common and appropriate…(1 Corinthians 16:10-11; Ephesians 6:21-22; Colossians 4:7-9; Titus 3:12-13).’ (Grudem p. 200) 1. ‘For so I regard him’-Peter completely endorses the faithfulness of this Christian. 2. Therefore, the Christians to whom he is writing can trust the message that Silvanus has delivered. This man wouldn’t be the type of person who would attempt to alter what had been written. Or to substitute his own letter for what had been revealed through Peter.

‘I have written to you briefly’-Peter considers what he has written to be a brief letter. Consider Hebrews 13:22. Considering the heavy weight topics which Peter has been dealing with, a letter of 105 verses is very brief. ‘Looking back over both Hebrews and 1 Peter, one cannot help being struck by how much the authors have actually said in a very short space.’ (Grudem p. 200)

‘exhorting and testifying’-‘to encourage you and bear my testimony’ (Gspd).

‘that this is the true grace of God’-1. In the midst of persecution, one likes to be reassured that one is suffering for the right cause. 2. ‘True grace’-applies to everything which Peter has written. (John 1:17; Colossians 1:6; 1 Peter 1:10). 3. In an day and age when everyone is saying, ‘it’s a matter of interpretation’, Peter said, ‘this is it’. ‘The entire Christian life is one of grace---God’s daily bestowal of blessings, ..help, forgiveness, and fellowship with himself..’ (Grudem p. 201) ‘They had experienced this grace in conversion and in the blessedness and progress of their lives in Christ. This was no delusion, as they were tempted to supposed by their troubles and afflictions, but the genuine grace of God!’ (Oberst p. 243)

‘Stand firm in it!’-‘take your stand’ (Robertson p. 135). 1. Which infers that one can depart from the true grace of God, i.e. grace is conditional. 2. Once you have found the “real thing” don’t let go of it (Proverbs 23:23; Ephesians 6:11; Ephesians 6:13-14). ‘Now is not the time to give up, but rather the time to stand fast in faith..and hold on to what they already have.’ (Davids p. 201) ‘What is revealed in the epistle answers to reality because there is no equivocation or falsehood in what has been revealed. This is the way grace actually exists in the spiritual world. It is altogether truth and not a lie.’ (Hamilton p. 334) 3. Being impressed that this ‘grace of God’ carries with it many rules and responsibilities (such as 1:14-15; 2:11ff). 

Verse 13
1 Peter 5:13 ‘She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you greetings, and so does my son, Mark.’

‘She’-Some have contended that this refers to Peter’s wife. But since the word ‘church’ is feminine in gender, it makes more sense that this refers to the congregation of which Peter was a member. In addition, the ‘she’ is contrasted with the congregations to whom Peter was writing ‘you’.

‘who is in Babylon’-‘Babylon (on the Euphrates) was not as yet entirely destroyed, and there seems to be no real reason for believing Rome is meant here, or some Babylon of another country.’ (Oberst p. 244) Babylon had been a center of Jewish scholarship after the captivity. Many Jews had never left the city, even when given the opportunity to return to Palestine. The great commentary on the Jewish Law was called the Babylonian Talmud. ‘So important were the Jews of Babylon that Josephus had issued a special edition of his histories for them. There is no doubt that there was a large and important colony of Jews there; and it would have been quite natural for Peter…to preach and to work there.’ (Barclay p. 329)

‘so does my son, Mark’-Probably the John Mark mentioned in the book of Acts. Peter was acquainted with his mother, Mary (Acts 12:12). He was with Paul in Rome around 62 A.D. (Colossians 4:10). He was also the cousin of Barnabas (Colossians 4:10). ‘My son’-used in the sense of a son in the faith, as Paul calls Timothy, his son (1 Timothy 1:2; 2 Timothy 2:1)

Verse 14
1 Peter 5:14 ‘Greet one another with a kiss of love’

‘kiss of love’-Kissing as a method of greeting had prevailed for centuries in the ancient world. Hence the kissing as a greeting isn’t being commanded, for it was already being practiced. Rather, what is commanded is a pure attitude when we extend our greetings to others. God instructed Christians to greet one another from honest and pure motives (Romans 16:16; 1 Corinthians 16:20; 2 Corinthians 13:12; 1 Thessalonians 5:26). Jesus clearly placed this method of greeting into the category of a custom (Luke 7:44-45). 

‘Peace be to you all who are in Christ’

1. Those outside of Christ have only a false peace. 2. Baptism stands between a person and being in Christ (Galatians 3:26-27). (John 14:27; Philippians 4:7) During a time of severe trial, such people would especially need ‘peace’ in their lives.

